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QUESTIONS AND RESPONSES

On July 29, 2012, we received the following comment and inquiry: 

“You write that all who believe in Jesus are the sons of God. But can you explain Matthew
7:21-23? Why do they not come in the kingdom of heaven.”

To the author, thank you for your inquiry.  The answer to your question is found right
within the context of the writing.  In fact, most times, when we are puzzled by the meaning of a
scripture, a review of the context will solve the puzzle.  When we take that path, then we will not
need anyone to be teaching us. (1 John 2:27)  But, since you posed the question, we will take a
look at the context with you.

The scripture you refer to states:

“Not everyone saying to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter into the
kingdom of the heavens, but the one doing the will of my Father
who is in the heavens will.  Many will say to me in that day, ‘Lord,
Lord, did we not prophesy in your name, and expel demons in your
name, and perform many powerful works in your name?’ And yet
then I will confess to them: I never knew you! Get away from me,
you workers of lawlessness.” – Matthew 7:21-23

Notice, the answer to your question is contained right within the verse.  Those who are
calling on Jesus’ name, and prophesying and performing powerful works were not doing the will
of the Father.  The works they were doing were fine and may have benefitted many.  But they did
not benefit those who were doing the works because their motives were not correct.  Notice the
preceding verses:

“Be on the watch for the false prophets that come to you in sheep’s
covering, but inside they are ravenous wolves.  By their fruits you
will recognize them. Never do people gather grapes from thorns or
figs from thistles, do they?  Likewise every good tree produces fine
fruit, but every rotten tree produces worthless fruit; a good tree
cannot bear worthless fruit, neither can a rotten tree produce fine
fruit.  Every tree not producing fine fruit gets cut down and thrown
into the fire.  Really, then, by their fruits you will recognize those
[men].” – Matthew 7:15-20

Jesus’ words at verses 21-23 were directed at false prophets who were apparently
performing powerful works.  But their motives, their inside, the fruits they manifested, were
worthless.  They were not manifesting the fruits of God’s spirit. (Galatians 5:22-23)
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We learn that unless our motives are correct, and the works we are doing are done to honor
the Father, and not ourselves, we will not find ourselves in the kingdom of the heavens.  And, yes,
that applies to sons of God.  

We need to dispel the misconception that all sons of God will be saved.  That simply is not
true.  We need only look to the disobedient angels who were also sons of God.  (Genesis 6:1-2)
Yet, their status as sons does not save them from the judgment reserved for them.

“And the angels that did not keep their original position but forsook
their own proper dwelling place he has reserved with eternal bonds
under dense darkness for the judgment of the great day.” – Jude 6

Likewise, men who are designated as sons of God must act likes sons of God to the best of
their ability.  (Matthew 5:48) We cannot take our position as sons for granted and presume on
God’s mercy.

“Be as free people, and yet holding your freedom, not as a blind for
badness, but as slaves of God.” – 1 Peter 2:16

While we are indeed free sons of God, we are told to behave in a manner that
acknowledges our Father’s superior authority.  With sonship comes responsibility.  But not all
who are sons of God will heed this counsel.  Like the disobedient angelic sons of God, many
human sons of God will find themselves in judgment.  

As we reflect on Jesus’ words, we should take away the lesson which is “Whatever you are
doing, work at it whole-souled as to Jehovah, and not to men.” (Colossians 3:23) If the human
sons of God heed this counsel, they will have nothing to worry about.  They will be serving their
brothers and will, indeed, gain entry into the kingdom of the heavens. 

We hope this adequately answers your question. 

“Elaia Luchnia”
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