
  QUESTIONS AND RESPONSES 
 

On March 16, 2019, we received the following email (translated into English) from 
the writer of the March 8, 2019 Question:  

I'm not sure that the answer is the right one. Indeed, if a day and a night in the 
Scriptures are 24 hours, 3 days and 3 nights are therefore 72 Hours. Just read the 
Genesis (account) to see that it is well said:  

5And God called the light day, and the darkness was the night: and 
it was evening, and it was morning, and it was the first day. 

So one day equals 24 hours. In addition, you forgot to count the feast of unleavened 
bread.  Finally, you will be able to see that the hypotheses of the burial on Friday, 
on Thursday, do not hold in the mouth of Jesus, who made it clear that like Jonah, 
it is well 3 days and 3 nights or 72 hours that he remained in the grave. See the 
attached graphs. (The author attached 4 graphs detailing a 72-hour period.) 

To the author, thank you for your email.  It seems that you believe the Bible is a scientific 
writing and that every single word meets the absolute definition.  This is a mistake.  Remember 
that the Bible writers were ordinary men who were writing to ordinary people.  Thus, it is more 
likely that the words used carried the common meaning of the day.   

For example, the Jews used the concept of the "Relative Hour" which means that a day is 
not necessarily a 12-hour period, and the night is not necessarily a 12-hour period.  We explained 
that in the response to your question that we posted to the site.  We stand by that response. 

Also, the Feast of Unleavened Bread is a 7-day period that follows the Passover.  So we are 
not sure why counting the days after Jesus' death is relevant to this question. 

However, please understand that this is an issue of theology, not salvation.  Spiritual men 
and women may differ on matters of theology and remain brothers and sons of God and gain the 
heavenly inheritance.  Notice Paul's counsel in connection with matters of theology: 

Such things end up in nothing useful but merely give rise to 
speculations rather than providing anything from God in connection 
with faith. Really, the objective of this instruction is love out of a 
clean heart and out of a good conscience and out of faith without 
hypocrisy. By deviating from these things, some have been turned 
aside to meaningless talk. They want to be teachers of law, but they 
do not understand either the things they are saying or the things they 
insist on so strongly. – 1 Timothy 1:3-7 
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Keep reminding them of these things, instructing them before God 
not to fight about words, something of no usefulness at all because 
it harms those listening. 
– 2 Timothy 2:14 

Because of this, we usually do not engage in debates on theological matters.  We responded 
to your question because you coupled it with a salvation issue, i.e., the integrity of Jesus.  We 
wanted to show you the difference between Jesus, and the Bible writers who wrote about their 
personal experiences with Jesus.  The writers may or may not have accurately recorded everything.  
While they were ‘inspired by God,’ they were human and subject to human frailties.  

The idea that the Bible is the infallible word of God is unfortunate and has led to the loss 
of faith by many. This is especially common among former Jehovah's Witnesses who have been 
trained to believe that every single word in the Bible is infallible and has an absolute meaning and 
that the absolute words can be used to calculate the end times.  When those individuals realize that 
some of the words are not absolute, they lose faith in God.  Again, this is the unfortunate outcome 
of a people who have faith in a book rather than faith in God. 

We hope you have not fallen victim to this mentality.  Let's suppose you are right, and the 
Bible writers were wrong.  What is next for you?  Will you allow this theological debate erode 
your faith?  We hope not.   

__________ 
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