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QUESTIONS AND RESPONSES

On April 26, 2012, we received the following inquiries: 

“What are the anointed sisters’ role in the congregation? Is the anointed like elders
in the congregation?”

To the author, thank you for your inquiries.  We will assume that when you use the word
“congregation,” you are referring to the meetings and meeting places of Jehovah’s Witnesses.  In
the Bible, the word often refers to the anointed sons and daughters of the Kingdom of the
Heavens – “the congregation of the firstborn who have been enrolled in the heavens” (Hebrews
12:23), the body of Christ (Colossians 1:18, 24).  We will, therefore, answer your question based
on our assumption that you are referring to the meeting places.

In response to your first question:  What are the anointed sisters’ role in the congregation?

We direct your attention to the Society’s publication “Reasoning from the Scriptures,”
page 432-433, under the section “Should women be ministers?”  Among Jehovah’s Witnesses,
this counsel would refer to anointed sisters, as well as sisters who have not yet received their
anointing.

One thing we would like to add is that it would be inappropriate for anyone, whether
brother or sister, to usurp the authority of the elders during congregation meetings.  There is
ample time, outside of the congregation arrangement, where appropriate questions and
discussions can take place.

In response to your second question:  Is the anointed like elders in the congregation?

Anointed means that one has received the promised holy spirit, the token in advance of
their inheritance as sons and daughters of the Father.  An elder is a servant of the
congregation who oversees the conduct of meetings so that all things can take place decently
and by arrangement (1 Corinthians 14:40).  So the two are quite different – one is a son, one is a
servant.  While it is clearly preferable that all elders receive the anointing and accept their
sonship, unfortunately that is not the case. 

We hope we have adequately answered your questions.  If not, please feel free to contact
us again.

“Elaia Luchnia”
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