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Dear Brothers,

We are compelled to write you in connection with the recent release of the
revised “New World Translation of the Holy Scriptures” at the 2013 Annual Meeting.

While we can appreciate the decision to revise some of the language to conform
to a more modern understanding, we are quite at a loss as to why you would interject so
much commentary of your own into such a sacred writing. We also note that you fail to
indicate on the cover that your personal commentaries are included. The additions are
what the Apostle Paul described as matters “which end up in nothing, but which furnish
questions for research rather than a dispensing of anything by God in connection with
faith.” (1 Timothy 1:3-4) It would have been wiser, and far more discreet, to have
combined all your commentaries into a separate publication rather than pollute the
sacred writings. 

However, the most disappointing matter is how little of your commentary has to
do with Jesus, the Lord of Lord and King of Kings, the one to whom ‘all authority has
been given in heaven and on earth.’ (Matthew 28:18) Appendix B1, “The Message of
the Bible,” reveals your poor understanding of the Bible’s message as it actually omits
the sacred secret Jesus came to reveal – the sacred secret of sonship that was
foreordained ‘from the founding of the world.’ (Ephesians 1:3-5) Jesus’ arrival on our
planet was a defining moment in human history.  His ministry brought the most
cherished gifts ever given to man – the spirit of truth, a clean conscience, the gift of
sonship with God, and the heavenly hope. 

Yet, you devote practically all of your pages to Jewish history and obscure trivia
that Paul said was obsolete. (Hebrews 8:13) You reference the kingdoms of David and
Solomon, but remain silent as to the Kingdom of the Heavens. You give more attention
to Paul’s ministry than to Jesus’ ministry. And what is printed about Jesus is limited to
the final few days of his earthly life and identifies him as merely “the offspring who is
the Heir to David’s throne!” This is most reprehensible!  It appears that your revised
Bible is just another way to distract from the plain and open teachings and dishonor
Christ Jesus. We sincerely hope that our brothers are not misled by the shiny appearance
of your revised Bible.  
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Notwithstanding these concerns, we notice that your teaching of the two-hope
doctrine is conspicuously absent.  We paid close attention to “An Introduction To
God’s Word,” especially Question 5 - “What is the Bible’s Message?” and Question 10
- “What Does the Bible Promise for the Future?” Nowhere do you assert that only
144,000 Christians have a heavenly hope and the rest of mankind have an earthly hope. 
Nowhere do you distinguish between those who can participate in the symbolic
Memorial Supper and those who can only act as observers.  And nowhere do you teach
that the Christian writings are directed only to 144,000 anointed Christians.  You do not
even mention the fallacy of everlasting life on earth. That is good news!

These omissions from your revised translation are admissions by you that those
ideas are not contained in the Bible. Perhaps there is yet hope for our organization. If the
Catholic Church can make changes in doctrines that they have held onto for centuries,
surely you men can make the needed changes in doctrines that have only been taught for
less than 80 years.

We also notice that Question 19 “What is contained in the various books of the
Bible? is consistent with what we published about the various sections of the Bible in
the article Receiving Truth, which is part of our symposium on The Truth that Sets
Us Free.  A link to the article can be found in the Article Index on our site:
www.AnointedJW.org.

It is our hope that all who chose to use your revised New World Translation,
with its compilation of academia and historical trivia, recognize the absence of the
erroneous two-hope teaching and go out into the ministry as strong proponents of the
sacred secret of sonship and one hope – the heavenly hope – as Jesus taught it!  

If they do, the incorruptible seed of sonship will overshadow and consume all of
the superfluous matters contained in your commentaries, and develop stalwart sons of
God who will dedicate their energies to ‘bringing heaven down’ so that God’s will can
be done on earth as it is in heaven.

We hope that you take to heart what we have written here.  

Your Brothers and Ambassadors for Christ,
www.AnointedJW.org


