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QUESTIONS AND RESPONSES

On May 2, 2014, we received the following comment: 

“First of all, I would like to offer a few comments regarding your article today, “Beyond
a Friend." The terms "friend" and "son" convey relationships by the use of word pictures. The
biblical usage of word pictures is well established among Bible scholars. Yes indeed, we
Christians are sons of God! At the same time, we are referred to as friends of God and Jesus. "I
no longer call you slaves, because a master doesn’t confide in his slaves. Now you are my
friends, since I have told you everything the Father told me." (John 15:15 NLT) Notice this verse
uses the word pictures of "slaves," "master," and "friends." If we focus too exclusively on this
scripture, we might get the impression that Christians would not be called "slaves," but only
"friends." However, notice how inspired Bible writers refer to themselves as slaves. (Romans
1:1; Titus 1:1; James 1:1; 2 Peter 1:1; Jude 1) So it seems best that we don't "quibble over the
meaning of words." (1 Timothy 6:4 NLT) It is certainly fine to "get wisdom. Though it cost all
you have, get understanding", regarding words, without being "overrighteous, neither be
overwise." (Proverbs 4:7; Ecclesiastes 7:16 NIV)” 

To the author, thank you for your email.  It is informative, however, we feel your counsel
should be more directed toward yourself than toward us. Here is why we say that.

As we explain in the article Beyond A Friend, Jesus was clear in teaching that his
followers are sons of God.  While it is also true that the New Testament refers to his followers as
his friends and slaves, it does so only in a relative, not an absolute, sense.  Whereas our
identification as sons IS absolute. We do not cry out “Abba Master” or “Abba Buddy.”  We cry
out “Abba Father!” (Romans 8:15; Galatians 4:6) 

This is an important distinction, especially in light of Governing Body’s teachings as
expressed in the February 15, 2014 Watchtower magazine which was scheduled to be studied
this weekend (May 3-4, 2014) entitled “Jehovah – Our Best Friend.” That Watchtower article is
designed to prevent our brothers from joining in union with Christ as his brothers and to promote
alienation from God as heirs to the kingdom of the heavens. It is not a small matter. 

Your email suggests that we are the ones who are ‘quibbling over words’ as referred to in
1 Timothy 6:4. We respectfully disagree.  Let’s take a look at that verse in context.   

“If any man teaches another doctrine and does not agree with the
wholesome instruction, which is from our Lord Jesus Christ, nor
with the teaching that is in harmony with godly devotion, he is
puffed up with pride and does not understand anything. He is
obsessed with arguments and debates about words. These things
give rise to envy, strife, slander, wicked suspicions, constant
disputes about minor matters by men who are corrupted in mind
and deprived of the truth, thinking that godly devotion is a means
of gain.” – 1 Timothy 6:3-5
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Here, Paul is exhorting Timothy to not get sidetracked from the teachings of Jesus Christ
that lead to godly devotion by getting caught up in debates about words.  Is that not the very thing
you are doing in your email?  You emphatically state “Yes indeed we Christians are sons of
God!”  So you agree with the point of the article, Beyond A Friend! Yet you then go on to
elaborate about the various uses of the words ‘master’ ‘slaves’ and ‘friends.’ Is that not
‘quibbling over words.’ Is this not the epitome of a ‘dispute about minor matters’?

We exhort you, brother, to ‘pay attention to yourself and your teachings.’ (1 Timothy
4:16) Learn to recognize ‘the more important things.’ (Philippians 1:10) And before you counsel
others, first consider the ‘rafter’ in your own eye. (Matthew 7:3) Since you agree that we are all
sons of God, then there is no real dispute and, thus, no reason for challenging our motives. Could
it be you who is being ‘over righteous’ and ‘over wise’?  It is certainly a matter worthy of 
contemplation.

“Elaia Luchnia”
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