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QUESTIONS AND RESPONSES

On March 8, 2012, we received the following inquiries: 

“Questions about the parable of the sheep and goats.  In Matthew 25:37, 38 sheep says:
"when did we see you?"  Why do the sheep [say] this, they already know the meaning of the
parable today, and know that Jesus speaks of the anointed ones. So why do they ask when did we
see you?”

“Question 2. Jesus says in Matthew 25:40, 45 "one of the least of These my brethren."
Why does not Jesus say, my brothers, why he say one of the least?”

To the author, we thank you for your inquiry, but we are a bit at a loss.  The first question
as phrased, presents a problem for anyone trying to provide an answer.  It is incongruous.  What
you are basically asking is ‘why do the people in the parable do what they do in the parable if
they already know what the parable meant before the parable was spoken.’  Perhaps you can see
why we are unable to answer the question as posed.

Having said that, and keeping in mind that this site is about revealing that all Christians
have one hope – the heavenly hope – we presume that your question is meant to address this
assertion and perhaps suggest that the sheep must not be anointed since anointed Christians
would not ask that question.  

The second question appears to us to be making the same suggestion, namely that by
Jesus referring to the “least of these,” that perhaps there are two classes of “brethren.”  Based on
these presumptions, we will provide a response.  If, however, we have misunderstood your
questions, please feel free to write us back with a clarification. 

The illustration at Matthew 25:31-46 (encompassing both of your scriptural references) is
meant to explain the basis for certain people inheriting the kingdom, and certain other people
going into “everlasting cutting off” or death.  Please note at the outset that there are two options:
(1) an inheritance in the kingdom; or (2) death.  Since an inheritance only goes to sons, this
illustration is about the heavenly hope.  The idea or provision for an earthly hope is not
mentioned.

As to why the sons of the kingdom would ask “when did we see you,” and why Jesus
would refer to “the least of these,” the illustration appears to be emphasizing the importance of
showing brotherly love to all Christ’s brothers (who are also our brothers).  In other words, we
cannot be selective about which ones of our brothers we will love and support.  

As humans, we have a tendency to be drawn to the more well-to-do, or the more
knowledgeable, or the more beautiful, or the more skilled among us.  Or we might be committed
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to only our small circle of family and friends, and reject or ignore the remainder.  Jesus was
admonishing us to widen out in our affections and look upon the entire brotherhood with the eyes
of the spirit, seeing Jesus in each of them, even the lesser ones among us.  

Thus, we see the illustration as a tool to broaden our spiritual perspective and
appreciation for the entire brotherhood.  We do not see it as providing any support to a “two
hope” theory.

We hope we have adequately responded to your questions.  Again, if we have
misunderstood you, please feel free to write us with a further clarification.

“Elaia Luchnia”
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