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QUESTIONS AND RESPONSES

On February 18, 2015, we received the following inquiry: 

“I just have a quick question regarding a picture shown on the Memorial of Offense
Poster. Why is it that there are shown 11 apostles with the Lord? The gospel of Luke says that
Judas was there too after the Lord Jesus made the covenant. Luke 22:21 “But look! the hand of
my betrayer is with me at the table." The Watchtower says that Luke (even though he was
inspired by holy spirit) got it wrong.” 

To the author, thank you for your email. The quick and direct answer to your question is
that, as we all can agree, Judas left the supper at some point.  The picture in the poster is an
illustration of a time after Judas left.  But your question seems to be – Was Judas present at the
institution of the Lord’s Evening Meal and was he a partaker in the new covenant? We will
respond to that question as well.  Let’s look at the individual accounts.

Matthew records that ‘as they were eating’ the Passover meal, Judas was identified as the
betrayer (Matthew 26:21-25); then Jesus instituted the supper (Matthew 26:26-29). Matthew
does not record when Judas left.

Mark records the same sequence as Matthew that “as they were reclining and eating’ the
Passover meal, Jesus identified the betrayer (Mark 14:18-21); then Jesus instituted the supper
(Mark 14:22-25) Again, no mention of when Judas left.

Luke records that Jesus reclined at the table and ate the Passover meal (Luke 22:14-18);
then he instituted the supper (Luke 22:19-20); then Jesus said one of them was a betrayer (Luke
22:21-23), then the apostles began arguing about who was the greatest (Luke 22:24-27); and then
Jesus again acknowledges the new covenant (Luke 22:28-30). And here, no mention of when
Judas left. 

John records a different sequence: While the Passover meal was going on, Jesus got up to
wash the feet of the apostles apparently in response to their arguing about who was greater (John
13:2-20); then Jesus identified Judas as the betrayer and Judas leaves the supper (John 13:21-
30); then Jesus begins teaching many superb concepts about love.  Interestingly, John is the only
account that does not include the actual instituting of the Memorial Supper.

Here is what we have concluded from these accounts:

1. All 12 apostles ate the Passover meal with Jesus.  So it is not odd that an account
would mention Jesus giving a piece of dipped bread to Judas.  That eating was
part of the Passover meal, not the new supper. 

2. Since it is the custom that the guests’ feet are washed prior to the Passover
celebration, and since washing of the hands is a feature of the Passover
celebration, we believe the arguing among the apostles occurred prior to the
Passover meal and prior to the institution of the Memorial Supper.
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3. Since Luke reports the arguing after the Passover meal, we believe his sequencing
is not correct. To us, John’s sequence sounds the most accurate. 

4. This also means that we believe Mark and Matthew had the correct sequencing
since they are consistent with John’s sequencing, which also means that,

5. Finally, we believe Luke’s account is accurate.  He records the events that
occurred that night, he just recorded them without regard to the order of events.
So the fact that the sequencing is wrong does not make the account inaccurate. 

Nevertheless, whether Judas was present or not is a theological question.  His presence or
lack of presence does not effect our own decision on whether or not we should be present. Our
brothers and sisters must learn to distinguish the difference between matters of knowledge and
matters of faith.  (1 Timothy 1:4) If our conclusion is wrong and Judas was, in fact, present, that
only means that Jesus was merciful and hopeful that even at that late date, Judas might turn from
his treacherous course. 

We know that many Jehovah’s Witnesses use Judas’ non-presence to support an
argument that not all present at the Memorial Supper should partake.  We agree with them, but
probably for different reasons.  

We believe that anyone who would dare to oppose Jesus, resist Jesus, or betray Jesus
SHOULD NOT partake. That includes anyone who rejects the heavenly hope and rejects the
‘places Jesus prepared for us.’ (John 14:2-3) That includes anyone who is not a brother to Christ
Jesus, anyone who is not baptized into Christ, anyone who is not in the Christian congregation,
which IS the body of Christ, and anyone who does not confess union with Christ Jesus. In fact,
anyone who chooses not to follow Christ wherever he goes, but instead chooses to follow men
does not deserve to partake of the Memorial emblems, does not deserve even to be present at the
Memorial Supper, and certainly does not deserve everlasting life in heaven or on earth, as Jesus
plainly stated:

“So Jesus said to them: “Most truly I say to you, unless you eat the
flesh of the Son of man and drink his blood, you have no life in
yourselves.” – John 6:53

But for those who do confess union with Christ, they MUST partake, regardless of what
Judas did.  It is the only religious observance Jesus ever commanded and directly connected with
gaining life. 

“Whoever feeds on my flesh and drinks my blood has
everlasting life, and I will resurrect him on the last day; for my
flesh is true food and my blood is true drink. Whoever feeds on
my flesh and drinks my blood remains in union with me, and I in
union with him.” – John 6:54-56
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So the bottom line is this: Beyond the academic exercise and the obvious importance it
has to Judas personally, whether he partook of the Memorial Supper or not has no bearing on
OUR salvation.  

Of course, you are free to agree or disagree with our conclusion, but we hope it does not
deter you from personally confessing union with Christ at this year’s Memorial Supper.
 

“Elaia Luchnia”

 


