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QUESTIONS AND RESPONSES

On August 29, 2014, we received the following comment and inquiry: 

“As I'm reading your site and all of these reports about [Jehovah’s Witnesses] partaking it
seems very strange to me. How are subgroups getting together and partaking when the
Watchtower condemns even getting together to study the Bible? How are they pushing variant
teachings and not being branded as an apostate? The Organization is rather swift to stomp out
any insurrection from the flock. You present this concept of this growing movement, even up to
Bethel, of new partakers. This seems rather fanciful based on my experiences.”

To the author, thank you for your email.  We are publishing your question and our
response because we have heard that many others have the same question. It does seem odd given
the history of how partakers have been treated in many congregations and continue to be treated.
But we believe there are many answers to your question.

For one, in many of those congregations, members of the body of Elders or the Circuit
Overseer for the congregations are partakers. So these men certainly are not going to condemn as
apostates those who accept sonship or disfellowship them.  They are sons who honor the true
shepherd and his flock, unlike the Elders who have the so-called ‘earthly hope’ who are merely
hired men. (John 10:12-13)

Also, many who find themselves disfellowshiped often forget the counsel to make their
defense with ‘mildness and deep respect’ (1 Peter 3:15), to be clothed with humility or lowliness
of mind (Philippians 2:3) and the fruitage of the spirit. (Galatians 5:22-23) Partaking is not a
disfellowshiping offense neither is honoring the son. But being belligerent, abusive, judgmental,
or confrontational can be used as a pretext to accomplish disfellowshiping. 

Another reason is because everything we encourage on this site is solidly founded on
scripture and, in many instances on Watchtower publications. So there is not much a body of
Elders can do unless they choose to ‘go rogue’ and venture way outside the directions of ‘the
Slave.’  For example, many can point to the June 15, 2009 Watchtower, page 22, paragraph 15
which states:

“On the other hand, how should other Christians view a person
who claims to have received this anointing and begins to partake of
the emblems at the Memorial? He or she should not be judged. The
matter is between this person and Jehovah. (Rom. 14:12)

They can also point to these scriptures which all agree refer specifically to those with the
heavenly hope:

“Let us hold firmly the public declaration of our hope without
wavering, for the one who promised is faithful.” – Hebrews 10:23

“But sanctify the Christ as Lord in your hearts, always ready to
make a defense before everyone who demands of you a reason for
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the hope you have, but doing so with a mild temper and deep
respect.” – 1 Peter 3:15

       
This, we suspect is the reason we have not been disfellowshipped, because the Elders at

the congregation we used to attend knows what we are doing and knows to contact us, as does
our Circuit Overseer, and other Circuit and District Overseers who are all regular visitors to our
site. 

And finally, the reason could also be that there is such a large number of Jehovah’s
Witnesses who are accepting sonship and partaking of the emblems that an effort to silence or
disfellowship them all would cause such an uproar that the Elders and likely the Governing Body
like want to avoid it.

These are just a few reasons. But whatever the case, those who have accept their sonship
and no longer serve men are not very concerned about what man can do to them, including
disfellowshiping them.  They have decided to remain in the congregations as long as they can for
the sole purpose of helping other brothers and sisters to understand the true hope.  From what we
have been told, they all accept the possibility that they could be disfellowshiped, and when their
time to leave arises, they will leave, but not as victims, as victors.

“Elaia Luchnia”
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