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QUESTIONS AND RESPONSES

On October 26, 2012, we received the following comments:

“You are apostates.  You are going beyond the things that are written.  The governing
body does not support any of this. You are not the proper channel.  The faithful slave is the
governing body only.  The slave is responsible only for spiritual food dispensing and preparing.
Like Jesus apostles who fed the 4 and 5 thousand, many would be fed through the hands of a few.
The anointed do not have special knowledge or extra favour or extra Holy Spirit. You are not
inspired, so stop drawing attention to yourselves and direct all attention to the publications of the
slave”

To the author, we want to thank you for your email.  You could have easily clicked away
and we would not have had an opportunity to respond to you.  And thank you for providing an
email address.  It indicates that you are open to hearing our view.  After we provide our response,
we hope to hear from you again.  

Your first comment was: You are apostates.  We wonder what it is that leads you to that
conclusion.  What have we published on our site that is in apposite to the Christ’s teachings?  This
is a serious charge.  We certainly do not want to apostatize from the Christ.  If you can provide
some specific information on where we err, it would be greatly appreciated.  We are open to your
counsel.

You also commented:  You are going beyond the things that are written.  Again, please let
us know where we have done this.  The information on our site is supported by abundant
scriptural references.  And we are very careful to stay within Biblical teachings.  We await your
further clarification of this comment.

You also commented:  The governing body does not support any of this.  We wonder how
you know this.  We have been writing letters to the Governing Body since March 2012, but they
have not responded.  We have asked several times for them to let us know if they disapprove of
our work, yet to date, they have remained silent.  We interpret their silence as them taking a ‘wait
and see’ attitude such as was recommended by Gamaliel in Acts 5:34-39.  And we assume that if
they found our site to be harmful to the association, they would at least let the local brothers know
to avoid our site.  This has not occurred either.  So we are at a loss as to how you know the
Governing Body’s view of our work.  One of our number wonders if you are a member of the
Governing Body or the Bethel family.  If so, please let us know.  Otherwise, it is only fair that the
Governing Body be allowed to speak for themselves as to their approval or disapproval of our site
– either to us or through their own channels.

You also commented:  You are not the proper channel.  The faithful slave is the governing
body only.  We believe you may have an erroneous view of a governing body.  In our article The
Governing Body Myth, we trace the origin of the teaching of a governing body and we find that
there was no such arrangement in the first century Christian congregations.  Nevertheless, we
understand that an international organization must have leadership of some kind, and we do not
oppose leadership.  We simply wish our governing brothers would acknowledge that they are self-
appointed rather than divinely appointed.  That would make their role much easier to understand. 
If you believe something in that article is inaccurate or ‘goes beyond what is written.’ please write
us back with your comments. 
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You commented:  The slave is responsible only for spiritual food dispensing and
preparing.  Like Jesus apostles who fed the 4 and 5 thousand, many would be fed through the
hands of a few.  We believe that all disciples of Christ have the responsibility of sharing in the
feeding work by preaching and teaching about the good news of the kingdom.  We published an
article on this subject entitled Feeding the Many where we look to see what the scriptures say
about who is to take part in this work.  Nothing we see in scripture points to the work being only
in the hands of a small elect few.  If you believe something in that article is inaccurate or  ‘goes
beyond what is written.’ please write us back with your comments. 

You commented:  The anointed do not have special knowledge or extra favour or extra
Holy Spirit.  We agree that the anointed do not, as a rule, have ‘special knowledge’ or ‘extra
favour’ or ‘extra Holy Spirit.’  But the scriptures do tell us that God’s spirit only leads His
children:

“For all who are led by God’s spirit, these are God’s sons.” –
Romans 8:14

The scriptures also tell us that we are given different types of gifts according to our
abilities and the will of the Father: 

“Now there are varieties of gifts, but there is the same spirit; and
there are varieties of ministries, and yet there is the same Lord; and
there are varieties of operations, and yet it is the same God who
performs all the operations in all persons. But the manifestation of
the spirit is given to each one for a beneficial purpose. For example,
to one there is given through the spirit speech of wisdom, to another
speech of knowledge according to the same spirit, to another faith
by the same spirit, to another gifts of healings by that one spirit, to
yet another operations of powerful works, to another prophesying,
to another discernment of inspired utterances, to another different
tongues, and to another interpretation of tongues. But all these
operations the one and the same spirit performs, making a
distribution to each one respectively just as it wills.” – 1
Corinthians 12:4-11

As for knowledge, the amount and degree of knowledge and understanding one has is in
direct proportion to one’s effort to attain such knowledge and understanding.  If you have noticed
that the information on our site is informative, that is because we are taking our ministry very
seriously and we ‘keep on asking, keep on seeking and keep on knocking.’ (Matthew 7:7) You,
too, can know what we know and even surpass what we know.  In fact, we encourage you to do
so!  

Finally, you commented:  You are not inspired, so stop drawing attention to yourselves
and direct all attention to the publications of the slave.  Our articles draw attention to the Bible. 
We believe that is the better direction.  We also want to remind you that the ‘slave’ readily admits
that neither are they inspired, so both the ‘slave’ and we ourselves should be directing attention to
the Bible.

We believe we have responded to each of your concerns.  You see, you may have
overreacted.  Our work is not at all at odds with the Christ or the Bible.  And nothing we do
constitutes apostasy. 
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It must seem odd to you that ordinary brothers could publish articles that are effecting such
great changes in people’s lives.  Therefore, we want to remind you that what we publish are the
original, actual, plain and open teachings of Jesus.  They do not originate with us.  This is why the
information is so well received.  

Do not stumble over the fact that the Governing Body has not yet accepted our work.  We
hope and pray that their silence is temporary and that soon we will be serving the Father together,
spreading the true good news to the most distant parts of the earth.  If you have some private or
inside connection to the Governing Body, we ask that you use your influence to encourage them to
respond to our letters so that not only we, but all our visitors will know their stance and not have
to assume or rely on hearsay.

In the meantime, we look forward to your response.

“Elaia Luchnia”
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