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QUESTIONS AND RESPONSES

On September 22, 2014, we received the following comment and inquiry: 

“I would really like your advice on how I can wake up my children to the undue influence
of the [Watchtower organization] on their lives and their thinking. What do you think I should
use to introduce them to the plain and honest teachings of Jesus Christ? Should I start with your
Symposium on "the Truth"? I am not an inactive witness and not yet disfellowshipped but I
have stopped attending meetings and service. My 2 adult kids are still very active and we have
had no spiritual conversations although we have dropped hints here and there about the "mind
control" that is going on in the [Watchtower organization]. I know because I was really
controlled and am so very happy to have found my spiritual freedom. Would you please give me
some advice on how to start the conversation with them? Thank you very much!”

To the author, thank you for your email.  We are publishing it here because we know
there are others who have similar questions. 

First, we certainly understand your plight. As parents ourselves, with three of our children
still active in the organization and two who chose not to be baptized and who fully support our
ministry, we feel your pain.  However, let us try to put some things into perspective.

Many active Witnesses remain active for the social aspects of the religion. They have
developed many friends and have become accustomed to the routine. Many are given
opportunities that they would not have otherwise had, so they find the ‘not-so-positive’ aspects of
the organization tolerable. Not all are duped by the lies and propaganda. Not all are ‘footstep
followers of the Slave.’ Truly, for many,  it is merely ‘something to do.’ 

But based on the organization’s accelerating machinations to silence and disfellowship
any who claim to have the heavenly hope, the Elders and Overseers who follow the unsound
directives of the Governing Body will soon have to take off their sheep’s clothing (Matthew
7:15) and reveal their true nature as haters of Christ and, in fact, anti-Christs. (1 John 2:18) This
in itself will wake up many, as we can assure you is happening now.

As you know, from personal experience, overt attempts to ‘wake up’ Jehovah’s Witnesses
by pointing out their erroneous doctrines and false expectations not only falls on deaf ears, but
alerts their ‘apostate radar.’ They quickly shut down and run to the nearest Elder to tattle. These
actions only serve to harden their resolve and place them further away from the Father and Christ
Jesus, as Jesus explained: 

“For the heart of this people has grown unreceptive, and with
their ears they have heard without response, and they have shut
their eyes, so that they might never see with their eyes and hear
with their ears and get the sense of it with their hearts and turn
back and I heal them.” — Matthew 13:15

Accordingly, we feel a better tactic is to teach them critical thinking, not about the
Watchtower teachings, but about the teachings of other religious sects.  Without making any
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reference to the Watchtower organization, discuss in as much detail as possible the downfall of
widely accepted cults such as those who followed Jim Jones, David Koresh, Marshal Applewhite
and others. Ask them: (1) Why did people follow them in the first place? (2) What did they
expect from those leaders?  (3) How could they have known that those men were not spokesmen
for God or Christ? (4) How could those people have avoided being led to their deaths? (5) Is
there any lesson that can be learned to avoid this happening in the future? And most importantly,
(6) How might they try to ‘save’ others who are victims of cults.  

If you are careful not to associate any of your questions with the Watchtower teachings,
but just focus purely on those whom Jehovah’s Witnesses believe are cults, you will be
developing in your children critical thinking ability. Perhaps not immediately, but in time they
will see the similarities, come to their own conclusions about the Watchtower methodologies,
and make their own decision to leave.  

And we would add that you should at all times let them know you love them and
welcome them no matter what they believe, no matter whether they choose to turn from you or
not.  They should always be welcomed by you with open arms. You must be ‘the parent of the
prodigal son.’ (Luke 15:11-32) You must demonstrate the love of the Christ so that when they
see the true underbelly of the organization, they will not feel alone. 

Finally, there is always the possibility that we simply cannot save those we love from
being misled by men. Grown adults have the freedom to choose how to live their own lives. 
Since the Father and Christ Jesus allow us that freedom, we cannot take that freedom away from
others, not even from our grown children. Remember, the Father sent prophets and finally He
sent His Son to awaken His lost children. Many responded, many did not. So there are no
guarantees. If you have tried all you can to reach your children, then at some point you will have
to find peace in their decision and allow them to have the quality of life they choose for
themselves. This is when this sobering scripture will have greater meaning for you:

“Whoever has greater affection for father or mother than for me is
not worthy of me; and whoever has greater affection for son or
daughter than for me is not worthy of me. And whoever does not
accept his torture stake and follow after me is not worthy of me.” –
Matthew 10:37-38 

If only our families would recognize that there is so much more available to them, so
many blessings and unimaginable joys. (1 Corinthians 2:9) But they have to want it and that’s
the bottom line. If they don’t want it, as hard as it may be to hear, you may just have to shake the
dust off your feet and hope they wake up before they have exhausted their time on earth. 

Life is full of difficult challenges. This is yours. We will pray with you that your children
respond to your efforts to get them to think critically and wake up so that they are not led, along
with the Governing Body, into a pit. (Matthew 15:14) Really, now is the time for everyone to
flee the Watchtower organization.

“Elaia Luchnia”
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