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 QUESTIONS AND RESPONSES

On March 8, 2019, we received the following question:

Could it be that Jesus deceived us, that he made a mistake, that he lied to us, when he said
that he would be in he burial tomb for 3 days and 3 nights?  Here is the email:

Matthew 12: 39-40: 38 Then some of the lawyers and the Pharisees spoke and said,
"Master, we would like to see a miraculous sign from you." 39 He answered them,
"A bad generation and adultery calls for a miraculous sign, it will not be given any
other sign than that of the prophet Jonah. 40 For just as Jonah was three days and
three nights in the belly of a great fish, so will the Son of Man be three days and three
nights in the earth.”  Some ask:  "Is it possible that He meant only a portion of three
days and three nights?” 

Why this question: Christianity observes the death of Christ and His subsequent
resurrection on "Friday" and "Easter Sunday." For anyone who takes the Bible
seriously, it is extremely difficult (and even impossible) to insert three days and three
nights - or even a portion of that interval - between sunset on Friday and the time
before dawn. next Sunday. Count together: Friday night marks the first night;
Saturday is the first day; Saturday night marks the beginning of the second night. And
that's all ! This is, in all, two nights and one day! 

Is it possible to count partially three days and partially three nights between Friday
in the late afternoon and Sunday before dawn? To do this, it should be said that the
short period in the late afternoon, Friday, is partially a day; with Friday night, we
have a whole night; Saturday, we have a whole day; Saturday night begins a
supposedly full night; and Sunday morning would count as a partial day (although,
according to the Apostle John, when the women went to the tomb, which they found
empty, "it was still dark"). Such a count would still give us diurnal portions on Friday
and Saturday, but hardly on Sunday) and only two night time periods (Friday and
Saturday). 

It becomes clear that it is impossible to talk about three days and three nights when
describing the time between Friday afternoon and Sunday morning, and also
impossible to talk about nights and partial days. Question: Could it be that Jesus
deceived us, that he made a mistake, that he lied to us, that he was a false prophet
???? Or is it we who do not know how to count in the scriptures how to count 3 days
and 3 nights ????  Thank you for your response.

To the author, thank you for your email, especially at this time of the year when so many are
contemplating the death and resurrection of Jesus.  Hopefully we can clear this up for you so that you
do not have to question the integrity of our Sovereign Christ Jesus. 
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First, you’ve made a few erroneous assumptions:

1. Jesus did not write the book of Matthew.  

Assuming the scripture you refer to in the book of Matthew is not correct, the error should
not be attributed to Jesus.  This is a record “according to” Matthew. It is that writer’s account of what
occurred.  It is helpful to keep this in mind when you are studying the Bible.  Remember that you are
reading from the writer’s perspective.  While each writer was “inspired by God,” it is the writer’s
understanding of whatever is recorded. Accordingly, whether what Matthew wrote is true or not, it
should not make us challenge the integrity of Jesus. 

2. You are basing your reasoning on the wrong calendar.  

When considering what is a day and night, we should look to how the Jewish calendar
calculated it.  On the calendar we use today, the Gregorian calendar, a day begins at midnight and
ends the following midnight. On  the Jewish  calendar, a day begins at sundown and ends at the
following sundown.  We need to keep that in mind when calculating Biblical days and nights.

3. Jesus was not buried on Friday.

Christians, in general, believe Jesus died on Passover which would have been a Friday.
However, the scriptures tell us he died and was buried on Thursday, the day of Preparation – the day
before Passover.  Notice these scriptures:

Now as it was already late in the afternoon, and since it was
Preparation, that is, the day before the Sabbath, there came Joseph
of Arimathea, a reputable member of the Council, who also himself
was waiting for the Kingdom of God. He took courage and went in
before Pilate and asked for the body of Jesus. – Mark 15:42-43

Now it was the day of Preparation, and the Sabbath was about to
begin. But the women who had come with him from Galilee followed
along and took a look at the tomb and saw how his body was laid, and
they went back to prepare spices and perfumed oils. But, of course,
they rested on the Sabbath according to the commandment. 
– Luke 23:54-56

Since it was the day of Preparation, so that the bodies would not
remain on the torture stakes on the Sabbath (for that Sabbath day
was a great one), the Jews asked Pilate to have the legs broken and
the bodies taken away. So the soldiers came and broke the legs of the
first man and those of the other man who was on a stake alongside
him. But on coming to Jesus, they saw that he was already dead, so
they did not break his legs. 
– John 19:31-33
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Since we know the Passover was a day of resting from all work and was a commandment.
it is highly unlikely that so much of the strict-observing Jewish nation would be involved in a trial
and execution during the actual Passover day or night.  They would be in solemn commemoration
in their homes.  Additionally, the reason for breaking the legs of the ‘evildoers’ who were hung
alongside Jesus was to hasten their death so that they could be removed before Passover begins. 

4. We must count Thursday as the first day.

Another feature of the ancient Jewish calendar is the principle of the “relative hour.”  The
calendar divides a calendar day into two periods: 12 hours for the day and 12 hours for the night, and
they always viewed 12 noon as the 6  hour of the day.  An hour is occasionally considered “relative”th

because the first hour of the day began at the break of dawn which varied from season to season.
Accordingly, at times, an hour would be less than the standard 60 minutes in order to make 12:00
noon the 6  hour of the day.  So let’s apply that factor to our reasoning:th

In the book of Mark, we read:

When it became the sixth hour, a darkness fell over all the land until
the ninth hour. And at the ninth hour, Jesus called out with a loud
voice: "E'li, E'li, la'ma sabachtha'ni?" which means, when translated:
"My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?" And some of those
standing near, on hearing it, began to say: "See! He is calling Eli'jah."
Then someone ran, soaked a sponge in sour wine, put it on a reed, and
gave it to him to drink, saying: "Let him be! Let us see whether Eli'jah
comes to take him down."  But Jesus let out a loud cry and expired
– Mark 15:33-37

So now, after having corrected your erroneous assumptions, here is what we discover: Jesus
died and was buried on Thursday, the day of Preparation, in the afternoon before sundown – that is,
before Passover on Thursday.  He died at the “ninth hour” of the day, making that the first day.
Then, from sundown Thursday to sundown Friday, we have an additional day and a night which
brings the calculation to 2 days and 1 night.  Then from sundown Friday to sundown Saturday, we
have an additional day and night, bringing our calculation to 3 days and 2 nights. Finally, from
sundown Saturday to Sunday “while it was still dark” (John 20:1), that is, before the dawn, we have
1 night, bringing our total to 3 days and 3 nights.

With this information, dear brother, you can see that there is no need to doubt the integrity
of Jesus. It appears that Matthew accurately recorded what Jesus said, and the circumstantial
evidence supports his account. 

We hope this information adequately answers your question, but if you continue to have
questions on this account, please do not hesitate to write us again. 

_____________
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