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QUESTIONS AND RESPONSES

On October 20, 2015, we received the following inquiry:

“I found the article on "this generation" thought-provoking. Your reasoning on WHO
Jesus referred to appeared sound and indisputable however, doesn't your reasoning amount to
separation of scripture much like what is already in practice with the Witnesses? You know the
consideration given to 'the faithful and discreet slave' as well as 'keep doing this in remembrance
of me'. They have denied personal, individual application. Wouldn't your reasoning amount to
the same thing? How does one apply 'this generation' during personal bible reading?” 

To the author, thank you for visiting our site and sending your email.  

In finding an answer to your question, please keep in mind that parts of the Bible are
historical. In other words, they are a record of events that actually occurred. Historical records
are different from parables. Parables have universal meaning at all times and for all generations.
They are also different from actual teachings, counsel, suggestions and directives, all of which
should be taken personally. But not so with historical records. 

The portion you are referring to is a historical record of what occurred that evening on the
Mount when Jesus explained to his disciples what was to befall Jerusalem.  Recall that this
account was recorded in about 41 C.E., before the destruction of Jerusalem, so it was very
relevant and needed to be recorded for 1st century Christians.

That account has also been preserved down to our day as an historical record of the
sayings and doings of Jesus of Nazareth. So when you are reading an historical record such as
this one, you should look for any lesson in it that could apply in your life. But you should not
assume that the historical record is a personal message or a prophecy of what will actually occur
to you personally. 

This is especially true with this account.  Jesus was clear that he was referring to “this
generation” represented by those disciples that were sitting before him. But every generation who
reads this account can learn something from it, such as Jesus has foreknowledge of events and we
can rely on his words, that who reject the clear message of Jesus will not have God’s favor or
protection, whereas those who heed Jesus’ counsel can survive.

And never discount the value of your personal experience of Jesus by means of the Spirit
of Truth.  We can honor those men of earlier days, but we must remember that we, too, must be
living examples of the Christ in our families, communities and our lives. The Spirit of Truth is
working with all who confess union with Christ in these days. Look at the past experiences for
encouragement and enlightenment, but live in this 21st century as a new creation ever growing,
learning, seeking, and knocking for truth and light. The Father is with this generation just has He
has been with other generations in the past. And there is always more to know, to do and to
experience, especially for those who are seeking the prize of the upward call.
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We hope this answers your questions, but if not, please do not hesitate to write us again.
And if you do, please let us know if you have accepted the free gift of holy spirit as a child of
God. 
 

“Elaia Luchnia”

 


