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QUESTIONS AND RESPONSES

On February 23, 2013, we received an email that included the following comment
and inquiries:

“I understand, you know that Jesus did not tell any specific number while he was on earth
for the little flock.  But later he gave his especially beloved apostle John knowledge through
visions, that he wrote down in the Revelation book. . . . I take the words of the Revelation book
seriously, because I believe Jesus handed over the information there through his angel to John. 
John wrote it down to all Christians.  And when Revelation book tells the number 144,000, I take
it literally.  Why not? Do you accept the Revelation book is “the Revelation of Jesus Christ” as
says the first verse of Revelation 1? [Then the inquirer cites to Revelation 7:4, 14:1,3-5, and 5:9
in support of his points which we will cite below.]

To the author, thank you for your email.  We wanted to respond to this inquiry both
privately and publicly for the benefit of our other visitors. 

To answer your last question, yes, we do accept the book of Revelation as part of the
inspired Bible.  But we do not believe it is wise to establish our doctrinal beliefs on man’s
various interpretations of the prophecies in the book.  We will show you why. 

You acknowledge that Jesus did not state the number of his co-rulers while he was on
earth.  But you assert that he did give a number to John who recorded that number in the Book of
Revelation. We agree with you that John was given a vision of a group of individuals who total
the specific number of 144,000. But we also know that the information Jesus revealed to John
was symbolic:

“A revelation by Jesus Christ, which God gave him, to show his
slaves the things that must shortly take place. And he sent forth his
angel and presented [it] in signs through him to his slave John,
who bore witness to the word God gave and to the witness Jesus
Christ gave, even to all the things he saw.” – Revelation 1:1-2

Since the Revelation was given ‘in signs, it is possible that the number 144,000 is not
literal, but symbolic.  So how can we know for sure?  We submit that it cannot be known for sure
at this time.  For that reason we do not emphatically reject or assert that the number 144,000 is
literal.

We believe the unwavering assertion that the number is literal and that there would be
only 144,000 co-rulers with Jesus is the sole reason why many choose to believe that there must
be some other destiny for the remaining billions of mankind, i.e., an earthly hope.  But let’s
consider some other thoughts:

First, is it possible that many who are resurrected to the heavens would not be rulers over
the earth, but mere residents?  And is it possible that some could be rulers, but rulers over others
who do not live on earth?  Remember what the Apostle Paul wrote:
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“Eye has not seen and ear has not heard, neither have there been
conceived in the heart of man the things that God has prepared for
those who love him.” – 1 Corinthians 2:9

Second, and more importantly, considered these matters.  We believe they will open your
eyes to the fact that it is not wise to turn prophetic interpretations into doctrines:

Revelation 7:4 states:

“And I heard the number of those who were sealed, a hundred and
forty-four thousand, sealed out of every tribe of the sons of
Israel.”

Notice that the 144,000 are from the 12 tribes of Israel; but neither that verse, nor any
surrounding verse states that they are to be kings and priests.

Revelation 14:1, 3-5 states: 

“And I saw, and, look! the Lamb standing upon the Mount Zion,
and with him a hundred and forty-four thousand having his
name and the name of his Father written on their foreheads. . . .
And they are singing as if a new song before the throne and
before the four living creatures and the elders; and no one was able
to master that song but the hundred and forty-four thousand, who
have been bought from the earth. These are the ones that did not
defile themselves with women; in fact, they are virgins. These are
the ones that keep following the Lamb no matter where he goes.
These were bought from among mankind as firstfruits to God and
to the Lamb, and no falsehood was found in their mouths; they are
without blemish.”

Notice that this group of 144,000 sings a new song, but again, they are not said to be
kings and priests.

Revelation 7:9, 13-14 states:

“After these things I saw, and, look! a great crowd, which no man
was able to number, out of all nations and tribes and peoples
and tongues, standing before the throne and before the Lamb,
dressed in white robes; and there were palm branches in their
hands. . . . And in response one of the elders said to me: “These
who are dressed in the white robes, who are they and where
did they come from?” So right away I said to him: “My lord, you
are the one that knows.” And he said to me: “These are the ones
that come out of the great tribulation, and they have washed
their robes and made them white in the blood of the Lamb.”
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Notice the great crowd are not from the 12 tribes of Israel, but from ‘all nations and tribes
and peoples and tongues,’ and are wearing white robes. They are the ones who come out of the
great tribulation.

And Revelation 5:8-10, says: 

“And when he took the scroll, the four living creatures and the
twenty-four elders fell down before the Lamb, having each one a
harp and golden bowls that were full of incense, and the [incense]
means the prayers of the holy ones. And they sing a new song,
saying: ‘You are worthy to take the scroll and open its seals,
because you were slaughtered and with your blood you bought
persons for God out of every tribe and tongue and people and
nation, and you made them to be a kingdom and priests to our
God, and they are to rule as kings over the earth.’

Notice it says that those who ‘sing a new song’ – the four living creatures and the 24
elders – herald that the people from ‘every tribe, tongue, people and nation’ are the ones who will
be kings and priests!  

Again, we remember that this entire book is ‘presented in signs,’ but it appears to say that
those who are to rule as kings and priests on the earth are the great crowd, not the 144,000! Thus,
the entire two-hope theory goes out the window if the ones who rule as kings and priests are, in
fact, the great crowd!  And to us, it seems logical that those who rule as kings and priests over
the earth would be visible to the ones they rule over.  But that’s just our thoughts.

As you well know, every generation since the prophesy was written has had a different
interpretation of its meaning.  And each generation has been wrong.  So what if we rested our
entire eternal future on your interpretation, when perhaps the interpretation as we see it is the true
one?  Or vice versa.  One of us would be greatly misled!  Why not wait and see how events
unfold rather than teaching our own interpretations as doctrine.  In fact, rather than focus on
matters which are only speculation at best, why not focus on those things that are not speculation. 

Why not take Paul’s advice and ‘do our utmost to be found finally by him spotless and
unblemished and in peace’ (2 Peter 3:14) in our worship and in the ministry that Jesus taught?
Because no matter how the prophecy turns out, those who follow Jesus’ example and ministry
have a guarantee of everlasting life. As Jesus said: 

“Stop storing up for yourselves treasures upon the earth, where
moth and rust consume, and where thieves break in and steal.
Rather, store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where
neither moth nor rust consumes, and where thieves do not break in
and steal. For where your treasure is, there your heart will be
also.” – Matthew 6:19-21 

Our hearts are in heaven and our treasures are in heaven. Shouldn’t our hopes be in
heaven, too?  

“Elaia Luchnia”
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