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QUESTIONS AND RESPONSES

On January 13, 2013, we received a follow-up comment in response to Question and
Response dated January 9, 2013:

“Let me address some points about your answer to my treatise: [Author references The
Insight Book 2 p. 626.]  So Jesus did celebrate the Lord's Meal after celebrating Passover. As
second line of proof that the time reckoning that Jesus used was according to the Pharisee's view
and then celebrating the Passover and later Lord's meal on the evening ending Nisan 14th is that
the outpouring of spirit in Pentecost only works using the Pharisees' reckoning of the Pentecost
which count 50 days from Passover unlike the Saducce' and Kararites' point of view counting 50
days from the first Sunday after Passover.  The time line in the Books of Acts proves this point. It
would be unreasonable to think that Jesus follow a different method from ALL the existing Jews
for calculating Passover and later appear on the Pentecost date according to the Pharisees. 

“About how often the memorial should be celebrated, I want to point out that in the
Memorial we commemorate Jesus' death and no the Lord's meal at least from the JW point of
view as the invitations say: " The Memorial of Jesus Christ's Death".  The early church
commemorated  Jesus' death and resurrection on the same day of the Jewish Passover.  It was
later when the Roman church wanted not to rely in Jewish calculations that they switched to the
Friday of the week in which the Jewish Passover was. Then was when the church from Asia
Minor followers of the John Gospel's chronology protested. This is a well-attested historical fact.

“About your quotation of 1 Cor 11:25,26 there is a Question from our readers 2003 1/1 p.
31 that in truth answers: [Cite to the article.]  This connection with the annual Jewish Passover is
further evidence that the Memorial of Jesus' death should be observed just once a year.

“Note: Compare the account at 1 Samuel 1:3, 7. There, "as often as" (in the modern
translation of the Hebrew) refers to events that happened "from year to year," or once a year,
when Elkanah and his two wives went to the tabernacle at Shiloh."

“Let us face the truth of facts and dwell not, please, in pre-conceive ideas. No matter the
changes that this might bring about as you rightly encourage as well to the Governing Body to let
go their bias and men-made traditions held by the leaders of our community.”

To the author, in practically all of our emails to you, we have tried to point you to the
‘spirit of the law’ and not the ‘letter of the law.’ 

“Now through the Christ we have this sort of confidence toward
God. Not that we of ourselves are adequately qualified to reckon
anything as issuing from ourselves, but our being adequately
qualified issues from God, who has indeed adequately qualified us
to be ministers of a new covenant, not of a written code, but of
spirit; for the written code condemns to death, but the spirit makes
alive.” – 2 Corinthians 3:4-6

“But now we have been discharged from the Law, because we have
died to that by which we were being held fast, that we might be
slaves in a new sense by the spirit, and not in the old sense by
the written code.” – Romans 7:6
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Yet, in your responses, you always return to the letter.  We fear we are not reaching you at
all in our responses. 

When you read the gospel accounts, surely you see that Jesus was not a strictly-observing
Jew.   He was a respectful Jew.  He was not a slave to their traditions, and he was not ashamed to
demonstrate that when necessary.  Thus, it would not be out of step for Jesus to celebrate his
evening meal a day earlier – on the Day of Preparation as Matthew reported. (Matthew 27:62)
But the point is that the actual date is not the important thing.  We are counseled against
“scrupulously observing days and months and seasons and years.” As Paul wrote, we “fear for
you, that somehow we have toiled to no purpose respecting you.” (Galatians 4:10-11)

Yet you seem determined to “give the tenth of the mint and the dill and the cumin, but
you have disregarded the weightier matters of the Law, namely, justice and mercy and
faithfulness.” (Matthew 23:23)  In this instance, the more weightier matters is that we do
celebrate the meal, and as often as we do it, however often we decide, we ‘keep proclaiming the
death of our Lord until he arrives.’ (1 Corinthians 11:26)  Really what harm do you suppose
would occur if we commemorated the meal more often than once a year?  Would it provoke
God's anger?  Hardly!

Do you not perceive that the actual date is not of real significance to a Christian who was
freed from legal bounds?  Can you not discern in Jesus’ teachings a true and lasting message of
freedom from tradition?  What does it mean to you that Jesus came to “preach a release to the
captives and a recovery of sight to the blind, to send the crushed ones away with a release”?
(Luke 4:18)  Is that not a promise of unfettered worship of the Father?

We certainly respect your Jewish heritage.  But to a Christian, it is religious history. We
all have differing racial backgrounds and histories.  But in the Kingdom, we have a new spiritual
genealogy that takes precedence: 

“You are all, in fact, sons of God through your faith in Christ
Jesus.  For all of you who were baptized into Christ have put on
Christ. There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor
freeman, there is neither male nor female; for you are all one
[person] in union with Christ Jesus. Moreover, if you belong to
Christ, you are really Abraham’s seed, heirs with reference to a
promise.” – Galatians 3:26-29

It is who you were; not who you are now that you have accepted the discipleship of the
Christ.  We encourage you not to follow the folly of trying to fit the new wine of Jesus’ teachings
into the old wineskins of the Jewish system.  As Jesus explained, such a joining will not end
well. (Mark 2:22) 

Dear Brother, take Jesus’ advice and ‘sell everything you own’ and purchase the field and
the pearl of high value – the actual, original, plain and open teachings of Jesus Christ. (Matthew
13:44-46) This is the only path to salvation.  The path you are on will lead you to several facts
for sure, but it will not lead you to truth and eternal life.  Nor will you gain the “peace of God
that excels all thought.”  (Philippians 4:7)

“Elaia Luchnia”
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