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QUESTIONS AND RESPONSES

On December 8, 2015,* we received the following inquiry: 

“Dear Brothers, I would like to know your views on the above watchtower study article
[October 15, 2015] on page 4; The theme, Do you see God's hand in your life? As a missionary
for over 30 years, I have always been supporting the thought that people who pray sincerely
receive a God given answer to their prayer when they hear Jehovah's Witnesses knocking on their
door. That is to say these people pray as shown in the picture on page 4. The person has no hope.
Then the Witnesses call to give the person hope of living on earth for ever. My question is WHO
is guiding this kind of work? As Jehovah's Witnesses, we understand it to be Jehovah through
Jesus with the help of Holy Spirit and the Angels,  All cooperating together to find this lost
person who has no hope. If the earthly hope is a FALSE HOPE. Then there must be some other
influence calling at the opportune to time to deceive. Either its Jehovah backing or it’s the False
Comforter who is backing the work. Please Try to understand that I am trying to reason
objectively from the view point of Jehovah's Witnesses. Thanks for your attention in this matter,
Your brother.” 

To the author, thank you for your email. Your question is probably being asked by many
Jehovah’s Witnesses who come to see that the earthly hope is indeed a false hope. They look
back over their religious career and see the many times Jehovah blessed their ministry and the
many people who were helped by the study of the Bible along with Watchtower publications. It is
true that many people gained a great deal of benefit from the Watchtower teachings, as we must
confess we did. So it is understandable that one might have trouble reconciling how good can be
accomplished by means of a false message. 

There are a few factors to consider to resolve this apparent dilemma. Chief among them is
the erroneous belief that such positive encounters demonstrate God’s favoritism toward a
particular group or message. That is not the case. God is not partial. (Acts 10:34-35) Life is a
Deity created reality. It did not just spontaneously happen out of nothing. Our universe and
everything in it exists as the outflowing of the perfect will of the Father, and everything in it
operates according to His laws and is permeated with His holy spirit.  Thus, God’s goodness and
blessing are ever flowing at all times in all directions, and are bestowed upon mankind, faithful
or unfaithful, good or bad, whether they are aware or wholly unconscious of it. It is as Jesus
explained: 

"You heard that it was said: `You must love your neighbor and hate
your enemy.' However, I say to you: Continue to love your enemies
and to pray for those who persecute you, so that you may prove
yourselves sons of your Father who is in the heavens, since he
makes his sun rise on both the wicked and the good and makes
it rain on both the righteous and the unrighteous.  For if you
love those loving you, what reward do you have? Are not also the
tax collectors doing the same thing? And if you greet your brothers
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only, what extraordinary thing are you doing? Are not also the
people of the nations doing the same thing? You must accordingly
be perfect, as your heavenly Father is perfect.” – Matthew 5:43-48

To think that one particular group is favored over another is to take a very small view of
the world. A brief review of several other religious groups and humanitarian associations reveal
that they all experience the very same type of positive and/or fortuitous responses in their work,
though they have a variety of different messages. 

The common denominator is the willing and giving attitude and actions of certain
individuals who believe in their work. They are often at the right place at the right time with the
right attitude.  And because love never fails (1 Corinthians 13:8), the ministry of a loving person
supercedes the error in the delivery or in the message.  

You asked ‘who is directing this work.’ While it cannot truly be said that God is
personally directing these various and unrelated ministries, it can rightly be said that angels are
directing it.  There were many examples in the Bible of angels directing and fostering the
ministry of Jesus. (John 1:51; Acts 5:17-20; Acts 8:26-29; Acts 10:1-8) We are also told of
angels who were assigned to various “congregations,” some of which were not teaching, nor
acting in harmony with, truth. (Revelation 2:1-3:22.)  Thus, we believe there is a vast network of
angelic overseers who work to foster truth in all of man’s religious endeavors. And as is
expressed in Revelation, clearly some angels have a more difficult assignment than others. But
all are commissioned to foster progress toward truth and liberty in the group they oversee. This,
we believe, is how all things will be gathered together in Christ, the things in the heavens and the
things on the earth, and how God will eventually be all things to all persons. (Ephesians 1:20; 1
Corinthians 15:25-28) So while the various groups and associations may have different methods
and messages, it is through the angelic ministry that “God makes all his works cooperate together
for the good of those who love God.” (Romans 8:28)  

Another factor is that the search for truth is an evolving process. What one learns today
will be built upon tomorrow and a greater understanding will be achieved. Look at the nation of
Israel. They were given the Law Covenant as a tutor that led to the Christ. But once truth arrived,
in the person of Jesus (John 14:6), the old tutor could be dismissed. (Galatians 3:24-25) In fact,
the Apostle Paul often taught that the path to truth is progressive.  For a couple of examples, see
1 Corinthians 13:11-12 or Hebrews 8:1-6.  You may also be familiar with the saying “people
come into your life for a reason, a season, or a lifetime.”  Here is one explanation of that saying: 

When someone is in your life for a REASON, it is usually to meet
a need you have expressed or just felt. They have come to assist
you through a hard time, to provide you with guidance and support,
to aid you physically, emotionally or spiritually. Then, suddenly,
the person disappears from your life. Your need has been met; their
work is done.

Some people come into your life for a SEASON, because your turn
has come to share or grow or give back. They bring you an
experience of peace or make you laugh. They give you great joy.
Believe it; it is real. But only for a season.
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Lifetime relationships teach you lifetime lessons—things you must
build upon to have a solid emotional foundation. Your job is to
accept the lesson, love the person and put what you have learned to
use in all your other relationships.

Think about the people in your life over the years. Whether they
were there for a reason, a season or a lifetime, accept them and
treasure them for however long they were meant to be part of your
life. And when they are gone, be thankful for the gifts you received
from them when they were here—for a reason, a season or a
lifetime.

The work of Jehovah’s Witnesses, and others with limited and incomplete messages, are
helpful for a reason or a season. And we should always be thankful for those encounters. But as
we apply ourselves as Jesus directed – to keep asking, knocking and searching for truth (Matthew
7:7-8) – we find the greater understanding of the eternal message of truth as contained in the
authentic, actual, plain and open teachings of Jesus. And when one finds that eternal, everlasting
message of truth, know that it supercedes all other knowledge and is meant to endure and
continue with you for a lifetime. 

So one need not stress over the reality that Jehovah’s Witnesses and their incomplete and
inaccurate message has been helpful to many.  Just realize that it is one step millions of people
have taken in their quest for truth.  Millions of others have taken other steps, but all lovers of
truth will eventually move beyond the limited messages of men and find the eternal truth.  We
can say that while all roads do not lead to God, God can be found on any road!

We hope this answers your question, but if you continue to have questions in this regard,
please do not hesitate to write us again. 

“Elaia Luchnia”

*The above inquiry was received October 30, 2015, but due to many other pressing matters, we were
unable to respond until now.

 


