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QUESTIONS AND RESPONSES

On July 22, 2012, we received the following inquiry: 

“Before Russell began to preach, how preaching anointed Christians in the time
before Russell? (sic) I do not know how they preached to the people, maybe you know? Or
perhaps there was no preaching, they were anointed and lived a Christian life without
preaching.”

To the author, thank you for your inquiry.  The answer to your question is pretty straight
forward.  If you read the book of Acts, and in fact the entire Christian writings, you will see how
the Christians in the first century preached to people.  It included in the synagogues, in the
marketplaces, on the roads, in homes, in prisons, in public arenas, before civil officials, etc.  And
when you consider the small number of Christians that began the preaching work and compare
that to the very large number of Christians today, it is evident that the preaching work continued
throughout the centuries.  And since preaching, teaching and making disciples is the one
commission Christ gave (Matthew 28:19, 20; 2 Corinthians 5:18-20), we suspect that all
Christians who truly had faith in Christ would have preached in some fashion.  

We will say, however, that over time, the commission to preach and teach was usurped by
a self-appointed clergy class and the individual Christian was relegated to the status of an
audience member at church rather than an active kingdom preacher.  Still, it appears the Christian
message continued to spread.  We are preparing an article on this change from a religion of the
spirit to a religion of the mind that we hope to publish within the next 30 days.  Please stay tuned.

This is one of many areas where we believe that Russell and Jehovah’s Witnesses got it
right.  Though their message is a bit off point, they did re-establish the importance of the
Christian ministry.  Given all the opportunities that 21  century Christians are privileged to havest

– among friends and family, work associates, while shopping, while vacationing, while
commuting, by letter, by email – it is unlikely that an anointed Christian today can make a case
for just living a Christian life without preaching about the Christ in some fashion.  Of course, our
preaching does not need to be “organized” and formal.  It can, and should occur, as a part of our
daily life.  

If we are truly Christ-like and God-oriented, we should have a desire to shine a light on
the Father and his eternal purpose to the extent we are able. 

“You are the light of the world. A city cannot be hid when situated
upon a mountain.  People light a lamp and set it, not under the
measuring basket, but upon the lampstand, and it shines upon all
those in the house.  Likewise let your light shine before men, that
they may see your fine works and give glory to your Father who is
in the heavens.” – Matthew 5:14-16
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If we fail to speak about the Father, the Christ, the Kingdom, the brotherhood, etc., we are
placing our light under a basket which will be of no benefit to anyone, not even ourselves.

“Elaia Luchnia”
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