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QUESTIONS AND RESPONSES

On March 5, 2012, we received the following inquiry: 

“Can you explain Mark 8:38.  For whoever becomes ashamed of me and my words
in this adulterous and sinful generation, the Son of man will also be ashamed of him when
he arrives in the glory of the Father with the holy angels.”

To the author, we thank you for visiting the site and submitting your inquiry; however, we
are not clear on what it is your are asking.  To us, the scripture appears rather straightforward and
not in need of further explanation.  On the other hand, if your question is not ‘what does this
mean,’ but rather ‘when will this occur,’ our response is: we do not know.  Nevertheless, your
inquiry provides us with an opportunity to address a very important subject that we believe will
be helpful to the entire Body.  With that spirit in mind, here is our response:

We are finding that many of our brothers and sisters are very concerned about future
events.  They are perhaps thinking of Jesus’ admonition:

“Keep awake, then, all the time making supplication that you may
succeed in escaping all these things that are destined to occur, and
in standing before the Son of man.” – Luke 21:36

or the parable of the ten virgins, where we are counseled:

“Keep on the watch, therefore, because you know neither the day
nor the hour.” – Matthew 25:13

It is commendable that we are taking this counsel to heart, but we want to be careful not
to turn our wakefulness into negativism – what we should avoid – as opposed to positivism –
what we can actively do.  

If we elect positivism, we will be focused on doing the work the Christ set out for us,
namely serving as ambassadors.  (See our series of articles “Ambassadors Substituting for
Christ” for a discussion of this work.)  Whereas, if we elect negativism, we will be in fearful
expectation and worried about what might happen, much like the “sluggish slave” spoken of in
the parable of the Talents at Matthew 25:14-30.  We encourage you to read that account.

The “sluggish slave” buried the one talent he was given in the ground and waited in
fearful expectation of his master’s return.  His excuse was that he ‘knew his master to be an
exacting man.’  And true to his negative expectation, and in harmony with his fearful inaction,
his master was displeased and the slave suffered.  
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The other two slaves were called “good and faithful slaves” because they “immediately”
went to work increasing the master’s interests.  These faithful slaves were not fearful of their
master’s return.  They did, in fact, ‘know him’ as the joyful master that he was.  

It appears to us that neither were the faithful slaves worried about the timing of their
master’s return, for whenever he would return, the master would receive an increase.  In fact, the
longer the master was delayed, the greater the increase.  And true to their expectation, and in
harmony with their industrious action, their master was pleased with their results and so
welcomed them into his “joy.”  

This is a lesson for us, namely, let us not be worried about when the master will return. 
And let us not worry about what will happen to “sluggish slaves,” for what has that to do with
us who are  industrious and faithful?

We take the counsel of positivism suggested by Paul and Timothy:

“Finally, brothers, whatever things are true, whatever things are of
serious concern, whatever things are righteous, whatever things are
chaste, whatever things are lovable, whatever things are well
spoken of, whatever virtue there is and whatever praiseworthy
thing there is, continue considering theses things.”  – Philippians
4:8

We let go of anxiety as counseled by our Master:

“Keep on, then seeking first the kingdom and his righteousness,
and all these [other] things will be added to you.  So, never be
anxious about the next day, for the next day will have its own
anxieties.  Sufficient for each day is its own badness.” – Matthew
7:33-34

And we live our lives in joyful expectation of our Master’s return – whenever that day
arrives.  

Notwithstanding the above, if we have not satisfactorily answered your question, please
write to us again.

“Elaia Luchnia”
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