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QUESTIONS AND RESPONSES

On June 29, 2014, we received the following comment and inquiry: 

“Question:  Is stepping down from a spiritual privilege in the Congregation an act that is
contrary to God's will? The [Watchtower] Study article "Be of Good Courage Jehovah Is Your
Helper!" has been discussed in our congregation this morning. Paragraph 16 covers a sister
whose husband gave up serving as an elder because she had leave home to travel abroad for their
family.  The sister said: "So I really hope that Jehovah  will bless this move." What now follows
is an interesting (to some, disturbing) comment from said paragraph:  

“Jehovah always blesses decisions based on faith in him, but how
can he bless a decision that is contrary to his will, especially when
it involves needlessly giving up sacred privileges?”

While reaching for or desiring a privilege (e.g. overseer/elder) is a noble task (1 Tim.
3:1), where in the bible do we see a verse that stepping down from a privilege or position is
automatically contrary or not according to God’s will? The [Watchtower] supplied Hebrews 11:6
and 1 John 5:13-15 but none of these verses would even indicate a hint that resigning from a
privilege is contrary to God’s will, much less a detestable thing that deserves unfavorable
judgment from the Father.

Isn't it only God knows what is in the heart of a man (Luke 16:14)? He rightfully knows if
the decision will do good for a man and his family or not. Not being an overseer or elder makes
any Christian less or automatically diminishes his standing before God. He would never forget
our fine works. Heb. 6:10 states: “For God is not unjust so as to forget your work and the love
you have demonstrated for his name, in having served and continuing to serve the saints.” I think
the WT should not impose subtly human organization precepts or understanding as though they
are coming from the Father.

I have raised this question here since we have heard reports of brothers occupying
sensitive privileges (e.g. District Overseers, Circuit Overseers and Elders) who have resigned or
given them up after some awakening experience or after learning the real truth to shine over and
above what the Society has taught them for years. Looking forward to your kind comments.”

To the author, thank you for your email. However, the brothers who have elected to step
down from their positions of oversight, and those who are considering doing so, based on the
plain and open teachings of Jesus are not misled by statements such as those you refer to. 

They know that serving in positions of oversight in a congregation is not a ‘sacred
privilege,’ but rather an administrative privilege. This is more true in the Kingdom Halls than
anywhere else because, with only a few exceptions, modern day Elders and Servants have not
heeded the call to sonship, and are therefore not members of the body of Christ and thus are not
in the true Christian congregation. 

Further, these brothers know that stepping down so as to avoid teaching untruths or
taking the lead in the ministry of “another sort of good news” is in full harmony with God’s will. 
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As Paul wrote to Timothy:

“Do your utmost to present yourself approved to God, a workman
with nothing to be ashamed of, handling the word of the truth
aright.” – 2 Timothy 2:15

These brothers are doing their utmost to please God by removing themselves from the
shame of preaching a false hope.  They desire to ‘handle the word of truth aright’ by preaching
the things Jesus taught, not the ‘commands of men.’ And, as you well know, remaining under the
oversight of the Governing Body precludes them from doing so. 

Perhaps one might want to look at the Watchtower statement in a different light. For
example, the brothers who are stepping down based on the plain and open teachings have made
those decisions based on faith in God and Christ Jesus. Therefore, they can surely expect the
Father’s blessing.

“Elaia Luchnia”
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