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QUESTIONS AND RESPONSES

On May 26, 2014, we received the following comment and inquiry: 

“Good evening! Many thanks for your last article about leadership. A spirit led
reformation is truly what is needed if the Watchtower wants to survive as organization. When It
comes to leadership I wonder if the rules and polices written by Paul, as well directed to ancient
congregations, is the right way to go. For example Paul meant that leadership and teaching in the
congregation was given to men and restricted for women. He gave specific instructions about
who and whom to appoint or rule out as servants in the congregations. Paul explained how
women should remain silent in the congregation and wear head-coverings etc. etc. Some things
Paul wrote is for me like timeless principles but other things seem to be rules and practices that
make me think that Paul was more influenced by the Jewish community of his day rather than the
spirit. To the point, do you think that a reformation of the writings of Paul, specially dealing with
leadership, is needed? Or do you think that a reformation of the applications of his writings is
enough? Best regards.”

To the author, thank you for your email. You raise good and important questions so we
are publicly posting your email and our response. 

As you know by now, this ministry is about re-introducing the authentic, original, actual,
plain and open teachings of Jesus. We are not reforming them, we are re-stating them as Jesus
presented them, in their simple form.  And we respect the ministry of anyone who attempts to
follow Jesus’ plain teachings and example, both Bible writers and those whose writings are not
included in the Bible canon.  That would, of course, include the Apostle Paul as the foremost
writer of the Christian Bible canon. Paul had special insight into heavenly matters that the
remaining 11 faithful apostles did not have – information that he likely obtained in an “out of
body” experience which he described to the Corinthians: 

“I know a man in union with Christ who, fourteen years
ago—whether in the body I do not know, or out of the body I do
not know; God knows—was caught away as such to the third
heaven.  Yes, I know such a man—whether in the body or apart
from the body, I do not know, God knows—  that he was caught
away into paradise and heard unutterable words which it is not
lawful for a man to speak.” – 2 Corinthians 12:2-4

However, as we showed in an earlier article, The Spiritual Equality of Women Part II,
some of Paul’s writings were not concerning heavenly matters and were not direct teachings of
Jesus Christ, but were influenced by his Jewish roots and traditions. Most of these additional
teachings had to do with administrative and congregational arrangements, not with matters of
godly devotion and salvation. They were quite suitable for their time and location, but many of
those arrangements are out of step with modern society and life as it is lived in this 21  century.st
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However, if you take an unbiased look at Jesus’ teachings, you will discover that they
were timeless and applicable by every generation everywhere; whereas some of Paul’s writing
had limited appeal and application. That is because Paul was not only a teacher, but he was also a
congregator.  He formed congregations, and congregations need some kind of order. So Paul
reached back to his Jewish roots and provided the needed order. 

We further note that Paul’s writings were limited to the congregations in the surrounding
territories that he started. The many congregations that were started by other Christians, who had
been scattered by the persecution in Jerusalem to far distant lands, had their own congregational
arrangements and mores that were suitable for their locale that served as effective guides in those
regions. Yet we know that those writings were not included in the standard Bible canon when it
was comprised in the 4  century by the Nicean Council. th

For these reasons, we believe it is error to require the free sons of God to strictly adhere
to antiquated outmoded mores such as the repression and suppression of women in the
congregation setting as suggested by Paul. We further believe it is inappropriate to tenaciously
hold onto ideas that science has long since proven false or inaccurate just because those in
antiquity believed them. Past generations are no more closer to God than are we, for God’s spirit
also dwells in us. (1 Corinthians 3:16; 1 Corinthians 6:19)

The Father expects us to move forward and grow in our understanding of our world.  That
was the gist of the command to ‘subdue the earth.’ (Genesis 1:28) And it is what Jesus expects of
us as illustrated in the Parable of the Talents, namely to ‘do business’ with the knowledge and
understanding we have in order to have an increase and spiritual growth. (Matthew 25:14-30)
Hence, it is expected that modern man have a far better understanding of our world, of God, of
Jesus and of heavenly and spiritual matters than those who lived thousands of years ago. If we
have not progressed morally, socially, religiously or spiritually any farther than the ‘men of old,’
then we are people much to be pitied. It is just this type of frozen ideologies that has caused the
Christian community to be so far behind in their Christian Jubilee.

Jesus freed us from the rules and laws of men and allows us to establish new rules that
comport with our advancements. Jesus taught matters of salvation and demonstrated what the
will of God is. (See The Perfect Will of God.) He did not bog us down with specific rules on
how a congregation should be arranged. And he certainly did not want us to imitate the Jewish
religious system with its priestly overlords that he expressly condemned throughout his ministry. 
Yes, his ‘yoke is kindly and his load is light.’ (Matthew 11:30) So when we consider what is
required in a modern day congregation, we should keep in mind these principles and not
overburden the brothers with rules and regulations that put us so out of step with modern society
that we appear to be backward small minded oddities instead of the free children of God. 

We can surely take Paul’s suggestions to heart and consider the underlying principles, but
it is up to us in this 21  century to create rules of conduct suitable to our time.  Religions andst

religious people must keep up with the rest of society or else religion becomes dead weight
holding back progress, as unfortunately it has.  Much of the desired progress in our world is
thwarted and stifled by those who relentlessly try to imposed antiquated standards of behavior ‘in
the name of God.’ We can do much to improve our life on earth by helping others to understand
the simplicity of Jesus’ teachings and the concept of spiritual freedom. 
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Taking all of this into consideration, we see no need to reform Paul’s teachings.  We are
not disciples of Paul.  We were not baptized in the name of Paul. (1 Corinthians 1:13) And we,
of course, would never try to reform the teachings of Jesus.  However, what absolutely must be
reformed are the teachings of men that go against Jesus’ plain teachings as well as the rules and
regulations of men that burden the children of God.  That is the only reformation we are
concerned with in this ministry.

We would recommend that as free congregations are established, those taking the lead
consider their locale and make rules and arrangements that do not overstep the commands of God
or the teachings of Jesus, and are designed to support the ministry, not control thinking and
behavior. Our godly devotion and our pursuit of the heavenly kingdom, augmented by the Spirit
of Truth, are sufficient guides as to how we should think and behave. 

The days of spiritual policemen over the sons of God should be long gone. In their place
should be men and women whose only interest is in building up the brotherhood and getting on
with the true Christian ministry. We should all be striving to do the will of God – the best and
right thing under the circumstances –  knowing that the errors and shortcomings that we have not
managed to perfect will be perfected in the heavens by the Chief Agent and Perfecter of our
Faith, Christ Jesus. (Hebrews 12:2) We will be writing more on this subject as we move forward. 

“Elaia Luchnia”
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