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QUESTIONS AND RESPONSES

On July 28, 2012, we received the following comment regarding baptism: 

“As I understand the New Testament, it is by baptism one is joined to Christ and the
brotherhood, provided faith is present. The New Testament never says that baptism is a public
demonstration of what has already happened. I can do no better than to refer to Acts 22:16 and
Gal. 3:26,27.

“As I understand matters, the JWs and the Bible Students have never had a proper
understanding of water baptism.  Even Russell belittled baptism, and that is why Elder White took
him to task in the Russell-White debate in 1908. I have a copy of the entire debate as published.”

To the author, we responded: 

Baptism is a rite, a symbol. We immerse ourselves in water to symbolize our dying as to
sin, and the coming up out of the water as symbolic of our being raised as new creatures.
(Romans 6:4)  But both underlying acts are spiritual consecrations that can exist and be valid
even if we live in a barren dessert or are phobic of water.  Surely you must know that such an act
is not the same as or equal to a spiritual consecration to the Father.

The scriptures you site are as follows: 

“And now why are you delaying? Rise, get baptized and wash your
sins away by your calling upon his name.” – Acts 22:16

“You are all, in fact, sons of God through your faith in Christ Jesus. 
For all of you who were baptized into Christ have put on Christ.” –
Galatians 3:26, 27

Thee verse in Acts indicates that sins are washed away not by baptism, but by calling on
Jesus’ name.  And the verses in Galatians says that we are sons by faith, not by baptism, and that
our baptism is indicative of the fact that “we have put on Christ.”

We are walking by spirit, brother. “It is the spirit that is life-giving; the flesh is of no use at
all.” (John 6:63)  When we are considering the reality and effect of spiritual things, we must
examine them spiritually.  (2 Corinthians 2:14)  When we fail to discern the spirit in and of
Jesus’ teachings, we tend to miss the point and find ourselves “always learning and yet never able
to come to an accurate knowledge of truth.” (2 Timothy 3:7)  We are aware of the subject debate,
but the answer to the question you raise is found in the spirit of Jesus’ teachings themselves.
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In the final analysis, we can agree that baptism is important and that all followers of Christ
should undergo it. Isn’t that really the point?

“Elaia Luchnia”
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