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QUESTIONS AND RESPONSES

On June 28, 2013, we received the following comment and inquiry:

“I recently read that at 2013 district convention they are calling anyone who leaves the
organization Mentally Diseased. Are you going to address that in upcoming letters? I've been
reading your letters to the Watchtower and also responses from elders, circuit overseers, etc. The
governing body must be trying to find out who these men are. They'd be mentally diseased
according to their views.”

To the author, thank you for your email.  We, too, have seen and heard the comments at
the 2013 District Convention that you are referring to.  Currently, we have no plans to address it.
Who is surprised at their actions?  Each and every one of Jehovah’s Witnesses knows before
getting baptized and subjecting themselves to the Society’s rules and regulations that if they
should turn away, they will be subjects of such negative talk.  We venture to say that many who
are now complaining about this matter have themselves, at least at one time in their Witness
career, done the same thing. Thus, there is good reason for us to not be so thin-skinned. 

Really, this type of speech is ‘par for the course.’ We were forewarned:

“Happy are you when people reproach you and persecute you and
lyingly say every sort of wicked thing against you for my sake.
Rejoice and leap for joy, since your reward is great in the heavens;
for in that way they persecuted the prophets prior to you.” –
Matthew 5:11-12

Those who feel the comments were wrongly directed at them should use this as an
opportunity for courage – not crying as victims, but standing tall as victors:

“You heard that it was said, ‘Eye for eye and tooth for tooth.’
However, I say to you: Do not resist him that is wicked; but
whoever slaps you on your right cheek, turn the other also to him.
And if a person wants to go to court with you and get possession of
your inner garment, let your outer garment also go to him; and if
someone under authority impresses you into service for a mile, go
with him two miles.” – Matthew 5:38-41

All followers of Christ should be careful not to let our sensitivity to the errors of others
cause us to become guilty of the same error.  Jesus said:

“However, I say to you that everyone who continues wrathful with
his brother will be accountable to the court of justice; but whoever
addresses his brother with an unspeakable word of contempt will
be accountable to the Supreme Court; whereas whoever says, ‘You
despicable fool!’ will be liable to the fiery Gehenna.” – Matthew
5:22
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Those spewing venom against their brothers will be held accountable.  How much better
for those loving the Christ to ‘keep our eyes fixed on the things above’ (Colossians 3:2)  and ‘let
the dead bury the dead.’ (Luke 9:60)

“Elaia Luchnia” 
 

http://www.AnointedJW.org
http://www.AnointedJW.org
http://www.AnointedJW.org

	Page 1
	Page 2

