
  QUESTIONS AND RESPONSES 
 

On March 10, 2019, we received the following question: 

I have been reading about Jesus death and resurrection for the upcoming Memorial 
and I came across a scripture that has always baffled me.  In Mark 15:33, Jesus 
asked why God forsook him? I know that God didn’t forsake Jesus, but why would 
Jesus ask that question? It’s hard to believe that Jesus lacked faith, but I must 
confess that is how it looks.  What do you think about it? 

To the author, thank you for your email.  This is a common misunderstanding that we 
believe we can clear up quickly.  Here is the scripture you are referring to: 

When it became the sixth hour, a darkness fell over all the land until 
the ninth hour. And at the ninth hour, Jesus called out with a loud 
voice: "Eli, Eli, la'ma sabachtha'ni?" which means, when translated: 
"My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?"  
– Mark 15:33-34 

So your question is well-founded. However, to put this in context, consider how Jesus 
responded when under severe stress. You are probably aware that Jesus was quite adept at 
understanding the Hebrew scriptures.  In fact, according to Luke 4:1-12, when Jesus was under 
severe stress and tempted by Satan, he repeatedly responded by quoting the Hebrew scriptures. 
Recall that while he is indeed the Son of God, he was also a Son of Man – a Jew raised in the 
manner of respectable Jews of his day.  And so, it is not out of character for a Jew to quote scriptures 
to fortify their faith.   

Based on this history, and on the fact that Jesus exhibited unwavering faith in the Father 
his entire life, it is likely that he was doing the same thing when he was undergoing that painful 
and ignominious death.  It appears he may have been quoting from the book of Psalms – 
specifically, this verse:  

My God, my God, why have you forsaken 
me? Why are you far from saving me, Far 
from my cries of anguish? 
My God, I keep calling by day, and you do not answer; And 
by night there is no silence on my part. 
– Psalms 22:1-2 

While some may question why Jesus would quote such a scripture at that time, and in fact 
assert that these verses support the idea that Jesus was losing faith, notice these additional verses 
in that chapter: 
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But you are holy, 
Surrounded by the praises of Israel. 
In you our fathers put their trust; 
They trusted, and you kept rescuing them. 
To you they cried out, and they were saved; 
They trusted in you, and they were not disappointed. 
– Psalms 22:3-5 

So you can see that these verses would be comforting to the man Jesus at this terrible time 
and would also occupy his mind so that he would not have to focus on the painful circumstances. 
Since he was on that torture stake for several hours, it is likely that he quoted several verses.  He 
may have actually quoted the entire chapter, but because this portion was said “in a loud voice,” it 
was heard and recorded in the book of Mark. 

Also, the book of Luke makes the following record:  

And Jesus called out with a loud voice and said: “Father, into your 
hands I entrust my spirit.” After he said this, he expired.                                            
– Luke 23:46 

These last words, also said in a “loud voice,” were quoted from the book of Psalms: 

Into your hand I entrust my spirit. 
You have redeemed me, O Jehovah, the God of truth. 
– Psalms 31:5 

Clearly, Jesus’ reliance on scripture kept him going throughout his life and did not fail him 
at his death. You may also find that quoting scriptures when you are under stress is comforting and 
reassuring, and a way to keep your mind occupied and not focused on a terrible circumstance you 
may find yourself in.  So rather than find these outcries of Jesus to be signs of a lack of faith, you 
can see that they are expressions of great faith that comforted his soul to endure his trials, even to 
death. 

_______________________________ 
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