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QUESTIONS AND RESPONSES

On January 23, 2014, we received an email containing the following comment and
inquiry: 

“We do not want to go "beyond the things that are written" (1 Corinthians 4:6) As The
Spirit "will guide us into all the truth." (John 16:13)

To the author, thank you for your email.  The above portion of your email is what caught
our attention. We respond to that portion publicly because we believe many of our brothers have
similar concerns. They are cautions about accepting any teaching or idea that is not expressly
stated in the Bible and they rely on 1 Corinthians 4:6 to support that fear.  We believe this
scripture has been misunderstood and misapplied. We believe a closer look at Paul’s words in
context will shed light on this matter. Here is the scripture: 

“Now, brothers, these things I have applied to myself and Apollos
for your good, that through us you may learn the rule: “Do not go
beyond the things that are written,” so that you may not be
puffed up with pride, favoring one against the other.” – 1
Corinthians 4:5-6

The first question is, What is Paul referring to when he said ‘do not go beyond the things
written?’  At the time of Paul’ writing (55 C.E.), there were no Christian scriptures.  They only
had the Hebrew scriptures.  Other writers had penned letters and narratives about Jesus’ life, but
the ‘authorized’ Christian Bible canon did not appear until 325 C.E.  So if we are to take Paul's
words literally, it seems that the entire Christian writings are ‘beyond the things written’ in the
Hebrew scriptures. Surely that is not what Paul meant.  

If we read the context, we can get a better understanding.  It is possible that Paul was
referring to his own writings, telling them not go beyond what Paul had written and read into his
writings something that is not there.  It appears he is referring to prophecies that he himself may
have written in this or other letters to the congregation.  We reach this conclusion by looking at
the preceding verses:

“A man should regard us as attendants of Christ and stewards
of God’s sacred secrets.  In this regard, what is expected of
stewards is that they be found faithful.  Now to me it is of very
little importance to be examined by you or by a human tribunal. In
fact, I do not even examine myself. For I am not conscious of
anything against myself. But by this I am not proved righteous; the
one who examines me is Jehovah. Therefore, do not judge
anything before the due time, until the Lord comes. He will
bring the secret things of darkness to light and make known the
intentions of the hearts, and then each one will receive his praise
from God.” – 1 Corinthians 4:1-5

It appears that some in the congregation were trying to decipher the ‘sacred secrets’ Paul
was privy to, and interpret his prophetic words.  They were trying to ‘judge things before the
time’ for their fulfillment.  Paul explains at verse 6 that they were doing this so as to appear wiser
than the rest and getting ‘puffed up with pride.’  But their assumptions were wrong:
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“Are you already satisfied? Are you already rich? Have you begun
ruling as kings without us? I really wish that you had begun ruling
as kings, so that we also might rule with you as kings.” – 1
Corinthians 4:8

Paul was counseling the congregation against trying to assert themselves as having
special knowledge of interpreting prophecy. He viewed such actions as ‘going beyond the things
written.’ 

This tendency is rampant in this 21  century.  So many Christian teachers have setst

themselves up (and puffed themselves up) with their own interpretations of prophecy.  The wiser
course, as Paul stated, is to allow things to unfold in their own time as ‘the Lord’ reveals them
and ‘brings the secret things that are hidden into the light.’ This, we believe, is what he meant
when he said ‘do not go beyond the things written.’  We agree with this counsel wholeheartedly
and have explained this on many occasions, especially in the articles The Plain and Open
Teachings of Jesus, and Converting Pauls into Sauls. 

We further know that Paul was not limiting our spiritual quest for understanding to the
‘four corners’ of the ‘authorized’ Bible canon because of the obvious conflict between the two
scriptures mentioned in the inquirers email – 1 Corinthians 4:5 and John 16:13.  The latter
scripture, and the verse preceding it, reads:

“I still have many things to say to you, but you are not able to bear
them now. However, when that one comes, the spirit of the truth,
he will guide you into all the truth, for he will not speak of his
own initiative, but what he hears he will speak, and he will declare
to you the things to come.” – John 16:12-13

Here, Jesus told them that he had other things he wanted to teach them, but they were not
able to receive them, so the Spirit of Truth would teach them those things Jesus withheld.  By
this statement, Jesus was telling his apostles that the Spirit of Truth would go beyond the things
Jesus taught (and thus beyond the things they wrote about) and that this was a good thing. Notice
this verse:

“This is the disciple who gives this witness about these things and
who wrote these things, and we know that his witness is true.
There are also, in fact, many other things that Jesus did, which if
ever they were written in full detail, I suppose the world itself
could not contain the scrolls written.” – John 21:24-25

From this, we know that the gospel accounts do not contain everything Jesus said and did. 
There is more truth out there. The challenge is being able to discern what is true and what is
false.  That is the role of the Spirit of Truth – to help us hear the ring of truth in all wise sayings. 

We must say, rather candidly, that this morbid fear of expounding on, and growing in
understanding of, ancient writings is the thing that holds the children of God hostage and chained
to primitive ideas. God’s Word remains ever alive (Hebrews 4:12) in the hearts of his breathing
children now and forever.  The notion that the only valid statements of truth originated in God’s
earlier-born children paints the loving Father as the most partial being in all the Universe of
Universes.  Mankind’s continued experience of revealed truth, as stimulated by the bearing
witness by the Spirit of Truth with our spirit, makes what modern man has been given of superior
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value.  It is the Parable of the Talents at work, doing business and increasing what Jesus gave.
(Matthew 25:14-30)  

By believing that we are spiritually limited to the 66 books of the Bible, we are stifling
our own growth and abandoning the very purpose of the Spirit of Truth.  We are forced to live by
what took place over 2,000 years ago.  We will have done nothing more than hide what Jesus
taught in the ground and wait for his second coming.  As the parable shows, that will not work in
our favor!

The discovery of scientific findings and the advancements in critical thinking presents a
golden opportunity to train one’s thinking ability to harmonize with our ever changing Universe
and the real world around us.  Rather than ‘dumbing down’ the plain teachings of Jesus, we
should be increasing the depth of our understanding.  Really, if man expects to ever see Christ in
an actual sense, then one’s reliance on the Spirit’s potential to surpass the written word of
incomplete knowledge (as Jesus acknowledged in John 16:12) is paramount.  

We must learn to trust the everlasting capable guidance of the Spirit of Truth. This
inherently means that we must use our thinking abilities and apply the principles Jesus taught, as
activated and illuminated by the Spirit of Truth, to our modern experiences so that we can
advance along with the rest of the world and not be left behind as primitives and neanderthals! It
is this very thinking that causes non-Christians to view the Master’s teachings as useless and
foolish.  Never may that be the case with the Father’s children! 

If the Spirit of Truth moves us to a greater understanding of the plain and open teachings
of Jesus, then we should welcome that insight, not reject it because it is not ‘written!’ How long
will it take for man to grow up spiritually and let go of silly superstitions that stifle us?  How
long before we learn to walk by faith and not by sight?  We must accept our liberty and be the
free sons of God we were purposed to be.  Otherwise, what is the point of Christianity? It
becomes no different that the ‘old wine’ under the Jewish religious system that relied on the
word written on stone tablets and ancient parchment. The ‘new covenant’ is written on our hearts
(Hebrews 10:16) and actuated by the Spirit of Truth. We must trust it and never forget that. 

We hope we have answered your question or at least given you food for thought.

“Elaia Luchnia”
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