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Nearly 2000 years ago, the Good News of the Kingdom began to be preached throughout 
the Mediterranean by a carpenter’s son, Jesus of Nazareth. His teachings restored dignity 
and religious freedom to all who heeded his message of hope. 

However, within 400 years, Christianity had lost its way and reverted back to the old ways 
of clergy/laity distinctions. Ecclesiastical authority brought divisions and sects, and pitted 
Christian against Christian. Th e individual disciple lost his spiritual autonomy and was 
relegated to a position of servitude to a church rather than as a dynamic free son of God. 
As a result, the Good News as Jesus conceived it has to a large extent been submerged 
under so much dogma. Christianity today languishes for lack of a new vision of Jesus’ life 
and the religion that he practiced. 

Modern man will refuse to accept a religion which is inconsistent with known facts and 
out of harmony with his highest conceptions of truth, beauty, and goodness. He will 
not acquiesce to a religion based on superstitious bondage and religious fear. Therefore, 
what is needed is a new revelation of Jesus’ life illuminated with a new understanding 
of his Good News of eternal salvation. 

Th e purpose of this book is to reintroduce Jesus to mankind. Th e world needs new leaders, 
spiritual men and women who will dare to depend solely on Jesus and his incomparable 
teachings. Until then, worldwide harmony will continue to be the illusive dream of a hopeful 
minority instead of the tangible reality of a God-knowing human race. 

And when this Good News is preached in all the inhabited earth, the end of wickedness, 
sorrow, distress, and anguish will come. (Matthew 24:14)

“Elaia Luchnia” are the authors of this book and the publishers of the website 
www.AnointedJW.org. We began our ministry in January 2012 with the purpose of 
uplifting the spiritual conversation worldwide and reintroducing the actual, authentic, 
plain and open teachings of Jesus Christ. 

We seek no followers, nor are we attempting to establish a new sect of Christianity. We 
believe there are enough Christians sects, but not enough spirit-led Christians. We are doing 
our part to change that.
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Preface

Nearly 2000 years ago, the Good News of the Kingdom began to be 
preached throughout the Mediterranean by a carpenter’s son, Jesus of 
Nazareth. His teachings served to uplift a downtrodden people, and all 
who listened to his message of hope found refreshment for their souls.

This humble carpenter’s son was eventually revealed as the Son of 
God incarnate as a son of man who showed mankind the way to reconcile 
with God and find their way to Him. At first, twelve men adopted his 
message, but in time, thousands became his disciples who, in turn, 
carried the message to all whom they met. From these small beginnings, 
a worldwide movement began. Christianity was born.

However, within 400 years, Christianity had lost its way and 
reverted back to the old ways of priests and clergy/laity distinctions. 
Ecclesiastical authority and religious superiority brought divisions and 
sects, and pitted Christian against Christian. The individual disciple of 
Christ lost his spiritual autonomy and was relegated to the position of 
an audience member in servitude to a church rather than a dynamic free 
son of God and bearer of the Good News. As a result, the Good News of 
the Kingdom as Jesus conceived it has to a large extent been submerged 
under so much dogma. Christianity today languishes for lack of a new 
vision of the Master’s life on earth – a new and fuller revelation of the 
religion that he practiced.

We therefore rejoice that the submergence of the true Good News is 
only temporary. It has been in a larval stage waiting for a more spiritual 
age where the Master’s teachings can enjoy a fuller opportunity for 
development. That age is upon us, that time is now! The hour is striking 
for a rediscovery of the actual, authentic, plain and open teachings of 
Jesus.
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Modern man will refuse to accept a religion which is inconsistent 
with known facts and out of harmony with his highest conceptions of 
truth, beauty, and goodness. He will not acquiesce to a religion based 
on superstitious bondage and religious fear. What is needed is a new 
revelation of Jesus’ life illuminated with a new understanding of his 
Good News of eternal salvation.

That is the purpose of this book – to reintroduce Jesus to mankind. 
Christianity has indeed done a great service for this world, but what is now 
most needed is Jesus. The world needs to see Jesus living again on earth in 
the experience of spirit‑born men and women who effectively reveal the 
Master to all men. And we need new leaders, spiritual men and women 
who will dare to depend solely on Jesus and his incomparable teachings.

The time has come for a revealing of this Son of Man/Son of God 
and an understanding of his divine relationship to every man, woman 
and child who walks, or has ever walked, on the face of our humble 
planet. Unless the world knows who Jesus really is, worldwide harmony 
will continue to be the illusive dream of a hopeful minority instead of the 
tangible reality of a God‑knowing human race.

So with the time remaining, we will do our utmost to glorify the 
Father and His Christ by promoting and teaching the true Good News 
of the Kingdom. These pages will take you on a journey through the 
fundamental aspects of the Good News of the Kingdom as taught by 
Jesus, with the hope that as you emerge at the end of this book, your eyes 
will have been opened and you, too, will join in proclaiming his actual, 
authentic, plain and open teachings.

With the support of individual Christians worldwide, we believe 
the true Good News of the Kingdom can effect positive changes in 
our modern world. And when this Good News is preached in all the 
inhabited earth, the end of wickedness, sorrow, distress, and anguish will 
come. (Matthew 24:14)
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[The scriptures cited in this book are taken from the New World Translations 
of the Holy Scriptures, published by the Watchtower Bible and Tract Society 
of New York, Inc., unless otherwise indicated. However, we encourage you to 
use whatever translation or version of the Bible you are comfortable with. The 
powerful message of the actual, authentic, plain and open teachings of Jesus 
cannot be easily hidden to a spiritual mind.]
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Introduction

1.There are many treasures and wonderful promises contained in 
both the Old Testament and the New Testament of the Bible, any one 
of which can enhance our lives, even today. But there is one message that 
stands out above them all that not only enhances our lives, but lays the 
foundation for obtaining the unparalleled glory of everlasting life – the 
Good News of the Kingdom. The source of this good news identified by 
the Apostle Paul:

“God, who long ago spoke on many occasions and in many 
ways to our forefathers by means of the prophets, has at the 
end of these days spoken to us by means of a Son, whom he 
appointed heir of all things, and through whom he made the 
systems of things.” – Hebrews 1:1-2

2.Yes, the good news did not come through prophets or religious 
teachers, not even the Hebrew prophets Jeremiah or Isaiah or even 
Daniel. It came through God’s own Son, Christ Jesus of Nazareth.

3.Jesus began his ministry by preaching the good news of the kingdom 
which served as the foundation for all that he taught:

“And Jesus set out on a tour of all the cities and villages, 
teaching in their synagogues and preaching the good news 
of the kingdom and curing every sort of disease and every 
sort of infirmity.” – Matthew 9:35

“On one of the days while he was teaching the people in the 
temple and declaring the good news, the chief priests and 
the scribes with the older men came near.” – Luke 20:1
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4.He spent the next few years teaching his disciples, along with the 
religious leaders of his day, this good news and explaining its importance. 
Jesus wanted people of all nations to hear it. Near the end of his ministry, 
he told them:

“And this good news of the kingdom will be preached in all 
the inhabited earth for a witness to all the nations; and then 
the end will come.” – Matthew 24:14

5.And just before he ascended into heaven, he left them with these 
words:

“And Jesus approached and spoke to them, saying: “All authority 
has been given me in heaven and on the earth. Go therefore and 
make disciples of people of all the nations, baptizing them in 
the name of the Father and of the Son and of the holy spirit, 
teaching them to observe all the things I have commanded 
you. And, look! I am with you all the days until the conclusion 
of the system of things.” – Matthew 28:18-20

6.His apostles and disciples heeded Jesus’ words and they continued 
his ministry by preaching and teaching the good news of the kingdom 
wherever they went:

“And every day in the temple and from house to house they 
continued without letup teaching and declaring the good 
news about the Christ, Jesus.” – Acts 5:42

7.Since the ‘conclusion of the system of things’ has not yet arrived, 
those who are followers of Christ must continue in this ministry, 
preaching and teaching ‘all the things Jesus commanded.’ But in order to 
do that effectively, we must know the good news ourselves, and be able 
to explain it with authority. We hope this book adequately equips you 
for that purpose.
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Chapter 1

The Good News From Jesus

1.Until Jesus, mankind only received ‘news’ from their prophets, such 
as Isaiah and the psalmist who each prophesied about peaceful conditions 
on earth where man would thrive.

“And he will certainly render judgment among the nations 
and set matters straight respecting many peoples. And they 
will have to beat their swords into plowshares and their spears 
into pruning shears. Nation will not lift up sword against 
nation, neither will they learn war anymore.” – Isaiah 2:4

“The wilderness and the wakeless region will exult, and the 
desert plain will be joyful and blossom as the saffron . . . . For 
in the wilderness waters will have burst out, and torrents 
in the desert plain. And the heat‑parched ground will have 
become as a reedy pool, and the thirsty ground as springs of 
water.”– Isaiah 35:1, 6-7

“The earth itself will certainly give its produce.” – Psalm 67:6

“There will come to be plenty of grain on the earth; On the 
top of the mountains there will be an overflow.” – Psalms 
72:16

“They will certainly plant vineyards and eat their fruitage . . . . 
they will not plant and someone else do the eating.” – Isaiah 
65:21, 22

“And no resident will say: “I am sick.” The people that 
are dwelling in [the land] will be those pardoned for their 
error.” – Isaiah 33:24
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2.But when Jesus arrived, he began preaching about a new era for 
mankind. Not just peaceful life on earth, but he taught that man could 
enter the kingdom of the heavens where he could enjoy an everlasting 
heavenly career. Jesus taught:

“Repent, you people, for the kingdom of the heavens has 
drawn near.” – Matthew 4:17

“Then he went around throughout the whole of Galilee, 
teaching in their synagogues and preaching the good news 
of the kingdom and curing every sort of disease and every 
sort of infirmity among the people.” – Matthew 4:23

3.In his first major sermon, called the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus 
informed us of the invitation to enter into the kingdom of the heavens:

“Happy are those conscious of their spiritual need, since the 
kingdom of the heavens belongs to them. Happy are those 
who mourn, since they will be comforted. Happy are the 
mild‑tempered ones, since they will inherit the earth. Happy 
are those hungering and thirsting for righteousness, since 
they will be filled. Happy are the merciful, since they will be 
shown mercy. Happy are the pure in heart, since they will 
see God. Happy are the peaceable, since they will be called 
‘sons of God.’ Happy are those who have been persecuted 
for righteousness’ sake, since the kingdom of the heavens 
belongs to them. Happy are you when people reproach 
you and persecute you and lyingly say every sort of wicked 
thing against you for my sake. Rejoice and leap for joy, since 
your reward is great in the heavens; for in that way they 
persecuted the prophets prior to you.” – Matthew 5:3-11

“For I say to you that if your righteousness does not abound 
more than that of the scribes and Pharisees, you will by no 
means enter into the kingdom of the heavens.” – Matthew 
5:20



The Good News of the Kingdom for a Modern World

3

4.Yes, the good news that Jesus taught is that all mankind who desire 
it are invited to enter into the kingdom of the heavens. And there’s more! 
Jesus taught us to refer to God as our own Father:

“You must pray, then, this way: ‘Our Father in the heavens, 
let your name be sanctified. Let your kingdom come. Let your 
will take place, as in heaven, also upon earth. Give us today our 
bread for this day; and forgive us our debts, as we also have 
forgiven our debtors. And do not bring us into temptation, 
but deliver us from the wicked one.’ For if you forgive men 
their trespasses, your heavenly Father will also forgive you; 
whereas if you do not forgive men their trespasses, neither 
will your Father forgive your trespasses.” – Matthew 6:9-15

5.And if God is our Father, we are all brothers:

“But you, do not you be called Rabbi, for one is your teacher, 
whereas all you are brothers. Moreover, do not call anyone 
your father on earth, for one is your Father, the heavenly 
One.” – Matthew 23:8-9

6.This relationship carries with it a weighty responsibility:

“However, I say to you: Continue to love your enemies and to 
pray for those persecuting you; that you may prove yourselves 
sons of your Father who is in the heavens, since he makes his 
sun rise upon wicked people and good and makes it rain upon 
righteous people and unrighteous.” – Matthew 5:44-45

7.The promise of sonship is further supported by the writings of the 
Apostle Paul so that there is no mistaking this all important point:

“You are all, in fact, sons of God through your faith in Christ 
Jesus. For all of you who were baptized into Christ have put 
on Christ. There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither 
slave nor freeman, there is neither male nor female; for you 
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are all one [person] in union with Christ Jesus.” – Galatians 
3:26-28

“For all who are led by God’s spirit, these are God’s sons. For 
you did not receive a spirit of slavery causing fear again, but 
you received a spirit of adoption as sons, by which spirit we 
cry out: “Abba, Father!” The spirit itself bears witness with 
our spirit that we are God’s children.” – Romans 8:14-16

“Now because you are sons, God has sent forth the spirit of 
his Son into our hearts and it cries out: “Abba, Father!” So, 
then, you are no longer a slave but a son; and if a son, also 
an heir through God.” – Galatians 4:6-7

8.As children and heirs, we inherit our Father’s belongings – including 
the heavenly kingdom:

“Then the king will say to those on his right, ‘Come, you 
who have been blessed by my Father, inherit the kingdom 
prepared for you from the founding of the world.” – Matthew 
25:34

9.Only Jesus could reveal this good news. None of the Hebrew 
prophets knew about this good news because it was hidden from them:

“I became a minister of this [congregation] in accordance 
with the stewardship from God which was given me in you 
interest to preach the word of God fully, the sacred secret 
that was hidden from the past systems of things and from 
the past generations. But now it has been made manifest 
to his holy ones, to whom God has been pleased to make 
known what are the glorious riches of this sacred secret 
among the nations. It is Christ in union with you, the hope 
of [his] glory.” – Colossians 1:25-27
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10.It was hidden even from the angels:

“Concerning this very salvation a diligent inquiry and a 
careful search were made by the prophets who prophesied 
about the undeserved kindness meant for you. They kept on 
investigating what particular season or what sort of [season] 
the spirit in them was indicating concerning Christ when it 
was bearing witness beforehand about the sufferings for Christ 
and about the glories to follow these. It was revealed to them 
that, not to themselves, but to you, they were ministering the 
things that have now been announced to you through those 
who have declared the good news to you with holy spirit sent 
forth from heaven. Into these very things angels are desiring 
to peer.” – 1 Peter 1:10-12

11.But our adoption as sons and daughters of God has been the 
Father’s purpose from the beginning of creation, even before Adam and 
Eve existed on earth:

“Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
for he has blessed us with every spiritual blessing in the 
heavenly places in union with Christ, just as he chose us in 
union with him before the founding of the world, that we 
should be holy and without blemish before him in love. For 
he foreordained us to the adoption through Jesus Christ 
as sons to himself, according to the good pleasure of his 
will.” – Ephesians 1:3-5

12.This is good news indeed! Praise to the Father for revealing, through 
His Son, His eternal purpose from the founding of the world – the sacred 
secret that mankind could be adopted as spiritual sons and daughters of 
God and enter into the heavenly kingdom to be with our Father and His 
Christ. The invitation is wide open to all. Who would deny themselves 
this opportunity to share in the inheritance of this glorious kingdom of 
the heavens and live forever in the very presence of God?



6

The Good News From Jesus

The Urgency of the Good News

13.The good news is urgent because the Father wants us all to 
recognize our sonship and become reconciled to him now! Many 
religious authorities promote an end‑time ministry focusing on the ‘end 
of the system of things’ or ‘the Great War of Armageddon’ or some other 
type of cataclysmic ending. But the reality is, we do not know when that 
day will occur or whether our own end will come first ‘because time and 
unforeseen occurrence befall us all.’ (Ecclesiastes 9:11) Rather than wait 
for the end of the system, the Father wants us to come to him NOW! 
Without delay!

“Beware, brothers, for fear there should ever develop in any 
one of you a wicked heart lacking faith by drawing away from 
the living God; but keep on exhorting one another each day, 
as long as it may be called ‘Today,’ for fear any one of you 
should become hardened by the deceptive power of sin. For 
we actually become partakers of the Christ only if we make 
fast our hold on the confidence we had at the beginning 
firm to the end.” – Hebrews 3:12-14

14.And there is another reason why the good news is urgent. All who 
accept their sonship with the Father and become a part of ‘the body of 
Christ, which is the Christian congregation’ (Colossians 1:17-18, 24; 
Ephesians 1:22-23), are asked to be ambassadors substituting for Christ 
to help others come to appreciate their sonship with the Father as well. 
The Apostle Paul tells us:

“But all things are from God, who reconciled us to himself 
through Christ and gave us the ministry of the reconciliation, 
namely, that God was by means of Christ reconciling a world 
to himself, not reckoning to them their trespasses, and he 
committed the word of the reconciliation to us.
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“We are therefore ambassadors substituting for Christ, as 
though God were making entreaty through us. As substitutes 
for Christ we beg: ‘Become reconciled to God.’” – 2 Corinthians 
5:18-20

15.He emphasized the need to remain focused on the true message:

“I solemnly charge you before God and Christ Jesus, who 
is destined to judge the living and the dead, and by his 
manifestation and his kingdom, preach the word, be at 
it urgently in favorable season, in troublesome season, 
reprove, reprimand, exhort, with all long‑suffering and [art 
of ] teaching. For there will be a period of time when they 
will not put up with the healthful teaching, but, in accord 
with their own desires, they will accumulate teachers for 
themselves to have their ears tickled; and they will turn their 
ears away from the truth, whereas they will be turned aside 
to false stories. You, though, keep your senses in all things, 
suffer evil, do [the] work of an evangelizer, fully accomplish 
your ministry.” – 2 Timothy 4:1-5

16.When we understand the good news, we are moved to share it 
with others. But from the very beginning, Jesus recognized that not all 
would take up this ministry. We learn:

“And Jesus set out on a tour of all the cities and villages, 
teaching in their synagogues and preaching the good news of 
the kingdom and curing every sort of disease and every sort of 
infirmity. On seeing the crowds he felt pity for them, because 
they were skinned and thrown about like sheep without a 
shepherd. Then he said to his disciples: ‘Yes, the harvest is 
great, but the workers are few. Therefore, beg the Master of 
the harvest to send out workers into his harvest.’” – Matthew 
9:35-38
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17.Of those who would take up a ministry, not all would adhere to 
Jesus’ plain and open teachings and would, instead, teach ‘another sort 
of good news:’

“I marvel that you are being so quickly removed from the One 
who called you with Christ’s undeserved kindness over to 
another sort of good news. But it is not another; only there 
are certain ones who are causing you trouble and wanting to 
pervert the good news about the Christ. However, even if 
we or an angel out of heaven were to declare to you as good 
news something beyond what we declared to you as good 
news, let him be accursed. As we have said above, I also now 
say again, Whoever it is that is declaring to you as good 
news something beyond what you accepted, let him be 
accursed.” – Galatians 1:6-9

18.The preaching of the ‘other sorts of good news’ overshadowed 
the true good news and caused Christianity to get off track. But now 
is the time to return to teaching the actual, authentic, plain and open 
teachings of Jesus – the true good news of the kingdom. We encourage 
you to respond to the urgency of the good news and become a kingdom 
ambassador, a harvest worker.

Accepting the Good News

19.We must accept the Father’s invitation to be His faith‑sons now, 
with a promise of being adopted as spirit sons and daughters in the 
heavens. We undergo water baptism as symbolic of our entry into the 
spiritual brotherhood of sons and daughters of the Kingdom, and we 
undergo the ongoing baptism into Christ’s death as described by Paul 
where we live our lives and worship the Father as Jesus did:

“Consequently, what shall we say? Shall we continue in sin, 
that undeserved kindness may abound? Never may that 
happen! Seeing that we died with reference to sin, how shall 
we keep on living any longer in it? Or do you not know that 
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all of us who were baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized 
into his death?” – Roman 6:1-3

“Therefore we were buried with him through our baptism into 
his death, in order that, just as Christ was raised up from the 
dead through the glory of the Father, we also should likewise 
walk in a newness of life. For if we have become united with 
him in the likeness of his death, we shall certainly also be 
united with him in the likeness of his resurrection; because 
we know that our old personality was impaled with him, that 
our sinful body might be made inactive, that we should no 
longer go on being slaves to sin. For he who has died has 
been acquitted from his sin.” – Romans 6:4-7

“He now called the crowd to him with his disciples and said 
to them: ‘If anyone wants to come after me, let him disown 
himself and pick up his torture stake and follow me 
continually. For whoever wants to save his soul will lose it; 
but whoever loses his soul for the sake of me and the good 
news will save it.” – Mark 8:34-35

20.For those of us who have already been baptized in water, we must 
go on following the Lamb wherever he goes (Revelation 14:4), into the 
Kingdom of the Heavens where he is preparing a place for us:

“Do not let your hearts be troubled. Exercise faith in God, 
exercise faith also in me. In the house of my Father there are 
many abodes. Otherwise, I would have told you, because I 
am going my way to prepare a place for you. Also, if I go my 
way and prepare a place for you, I am coming again and will 
receive you home to myself, know the way.” – John 14:1-4

21.This is the good news that God the Father and Christ Jesus want 
us to know!
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Chapter 2

Why Should We Worship God?

1.There is such great value in worshiping God that the answers may 
very well be endless. Even the mere contemplation of the question causes 
our hearts to well up with intense love and appreciation. With every 
breath we take, a tear of appreciation could fall. How does one qualify or 
quantify the worship of not only the giver of love, but the source of love? 
“God is love.” (1 John 4:8)

2.Nevertheless, we will attempt to provide answers and we ask that 
you keep in mind that worship is better understood by the experience of 
it, rather than the explanation of it. And when we experience what true 
worship is, we are led internally to the answer as to ‘Why.’

3.Worship is the highest privilege and the first duty of all created 
intelligences. Worship is the conscious and joyous act of recognizing 
and acknowledging the truth and fact of our intimate and personal 
relationship with God. As we progress in our knowledge of God, we 
begin to attain to the highest experiential delight and the most exquisite 
pleasure known to created beings.

4.Our worship of God renews the mind, inspires the soul, and enables 
us bravely to face our problems. It obliterates debilitating fear and equips 
us with the assurance that we can dare to ‘be perfect as our heavenly 
Father is perfect’ (Matthew 5:48) because it makes us increasingly like 
the One who is worshiped.

5.Worship is a transforming experience whereby man can gradually 
approach and ultimately attain the presence of God. It relieves tension, 
removes conflicts, and mightily augments the total resources of the 
personality. It is an interchange of strength for weakness, courage for 
fear, and the will of God for the mind of self.
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6.Worship is the act of a part identifying itself with the Whole; the 
finite with the Infinite; the son with the Father. It is the act of the son’s 
personal communion with the divine Father, the assumption of refreshing, 
creative, fraternal, and romantic attitudes by the God‑knowing soul.

7.We do not worship God because of anything we may derive from 
such veneration; we render such devotion and engage in such worship 
as a natural and spontaneous reaction to the recognition of the Father’s 
matchless personality and his lovable nature and adorable attributes.

8.Yet the worship of God does eventuate in tangible benefits to man. 
Worship of God is the only avenue of personality survival after death. 
No other endeavor of man can satisfy his unquenchable yearning for 
eternity. Without God, all of man’s personal achievements return to 
dust.

“Do not put your in nobles, Nor in the son of earthling man, to 
whom no salvation belongs. His spirit goes out, he goes back 
to his ground; In that day his thoughts do perish.” – Psalms 
146:3-4

9.We would even venture to say that man’s quest to explore the 
universe and outer space is an unconscious effort to satisfy his heavenly 
longings – to answer his internal call to be with his Father in the heavens. 
Yet no scientific discovery, no mathematical calculation, no mechanical 
creation can take man to this destiny. Only worship of the ineffable 
Father can.

10.Finally, on an earthly level, worship of God eventuates in the 
emergence of the spiritual brotherhood of man. As the brotherhood 
grows, man’s quest for peace on earth becomes more and more attainable 
as he prepares himself for the real life with the Father in heaven.
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The Divine Characteristics of God

11.The first thing we know about God is that He is a spirit (John 
4:24) and that he resides at the very center of the universe in a realm 
even higher than heaven.

“Is not God the height of heaven? Also see the sum total of 
the stars, that they are high. And yet you have said: ‘What 
does God really know? Through thick gloom can he judge? 
Clouds are a concealment place for him so that he does not 
see, And on the vault of heaven he walks about.’” – Job 
22:12-14

12.Thus, we cannot observe Him to determine what He is like, but 
we can learn some things about God from the things he made:

“For his invisible [qualities] are clearly seen from the world’s 
creation onward, because they are perceived by the things 
made, even his eternal power and Godship.” – Romans 1:20

13.Creation tells of God’s power, His divine eye for beauty and 
variety, His justice, and glimpses of His love and mercy. Yet, the material 
creations can only take us so far. They can reveal certain attributes and 
indications of His nature, but they cannot reveal His divine character 
and personality. There is only one avenue to receive that revelation:

“No man has seen God at any time; the only‑begotten god 
who is in the bosom [position] with the Father is the one that 
has explained him.” – John 1:18

14.Yes, we can only know God’s divine character by a comprehension 
of the religious life of Jesus of Nazareth, both before and after his 
attainment of full consciousness of his divinity at his baptism. Jesus told 
his followers:
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“All things have been delivered to me by my Father, and no 
one fully knows the Son but the Father, neither does anyone 
fully know the Father but the Son and anyone to whom the 
Son is willing to reveal him.” – Matthew 11:27

15.As Jesus said to the Apostle Thomas:

“If you men had known me, you would have known my Father 
also; from this moment on you know him and have seen him.” 
Philip said to him: “Lord, show us the Father, and it is enough 
for us.” Jesus said to him: “Have I been with you men so long 
a time, and yet, Philip, you have not come to know me? He 
that has seen me has seen the Father [also]. How is it you 
say, ‘Show us the Father’?” – John 14:7-9

16.So, rather than enumerate the various aspects of God’s character, 
we invite you to examine the life of Jesus. And when you do, take on the 
mental attitude of a child of this supernal Father, looking through eyes 
of trust and love as did Jesus. And know that under no circumstance 
does this wise and loving God coerce his children into worshiping or 
even knowing Him. It is our decision to search for and really find Him, 
for “He is not far from any one of us.” (Acts 17:27)

17.Of course, there are certainly many things about God that Jesus did 
not reveal. Nevertheless, we can be certain that Jesus revealed enough for 
us to know and love God and to begin the heavenly ascent to the Father’s 
presence.

The Loving Nature of God

18.Many have stumbled over the apparent conflict between the jealous 
and wrathful God of Israel and the loving and merciful Christ of whom 
it was said is the ‘reflection of God’s glory and the exact representation of 
his very being.’ (Hebrews 1:3)
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19.There is, in fact, no conflict or inconsistency at all in the character 
of our Father. Only our understanding has been limited. Let us now 
expand our universal view and reveal the magnificent unchanging 
perfection of our Universal Father, the absolute personification of love, 
by starting with the apparent contradiction of God’s personality.

20.The olden prophets tell us that God is a jealous God, a God of 
great wrath and fierce anger. The prophets say He hates evildoers and 
takes vengeance on those who do not obey His law.

21.Yet, Jesus teaches us that God is a kind and compassionate Father 
who so loves all men that He welcomes them into the kingdom of 
heavens.

22.These teachings of the olden prophets taught the children of 
their generation in accordance with the light of their day. Our Father is 
changeless. But the concept of his nature has enlarged and grown from 
the days of Moses down through the times of Amos and even to the 
generation of the prophet Isaiah.

23.An examination of the scriptures reveal that during the days of 
Adam, Moses and the kings of Israel, God was not referred to as a Father, 
but as a warrior and a vengeful God. But by the time of the prophets, He 
becomes a national Father. And then toward the end, He becomes the 
father of all nations.

24.But Jesus came in the flesh to reveal the Father in new glory and 
to show forth His love and mercy to all men as individuals – a new 
relationship of Father and son.

25.He also uplifted mankind’s dignity by causing animal sacrifice 
to cease and to replace the ten commandments and all the laws and 
regulations of the priests and prophets with just two edicts:

“. . . You must love Jehovah your God with your whole heart 
and with your whole soul and with your whole mind. This 
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is the greatest and first commandment. The second, like it, 
is this, ‘You must love your neighbor as yourself.’ On these 
two commandments the whole Law hangs, and the 
Prophets.” – Matthew 22:37-40

26.We can took at an example in our own lives. When our children 
are very young and immature, we must chastise them. When we do, they 
may reflect that their father is angry and filled with resentful wrath. 
Their immaturity cannot penetrate beyond the punishment to discern 
the father’s farseeing and corrective affection. But when these same 
children become grown‑up men and women, would it not be folly for 
them to cling to these earlier and misconceived notions regarding their 
father?

27.As men and women, they would then discern their father’s love in 
all these early disciplines. So should not mankind, as the centuries pass, 
come to a better understanding the true nature and loving character of 
the Father in heaven?

28.What profit have we gained from successive generations of spiritual 
illumination if we persist in viewing God as Moses and the prophets 
saw him? And what great rejection and dishonor to the work of the 
Christ! Under the bright light of Jesus’ manifestation, we should see 
the Father as none of those who have gone before us ever beheld Him. 
And thus seeing Him, we should rejoice to enter the kingdom wherein 
such a merciful Father rules, and we should seek to have His will of love 
dominate our lives henceforth.

29.As the good news of the kingdom spreads over the earth with 
its message of good cheer and good will to all men, there will grow up 
improved and better relations among the families of all nations. As time 
passes, fathers and their children will love each other more, and thus 
will be brought about a better understanding of the love of the Father in 
heaven for his children on earth. Remember, that a good and true father 
not only loves his family as a whole – as a family – but he also truly loves 
and affectionately cares for each individual member.
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30.No, God has not changed. Man has changed. The Father 
progressively reveals himself according to our ability to comprehend. In 
the days of the prophets, the nation saw themselves as slaves and servants 
of God, even as collective children, but never as individual and personal 
sons. The time for that revelation arrived with the advent of the Christ.

31.But fear not. Throughout all of history, the Father in heaven never 
failed to accept the sincere worship of His children on earth, no matter 
how crude their concept of deity or by what name they symbolize His 
divine nature. And in time, this evolving and enlarging concept of God 
will virtually supplants all previous ideas of our Father.

32.Now we know God as our loving Father in heaven. Jesus’ life and 
teachings provide a religion wherein the believer is a son of God. That is 
the good news of the kingdom of heaven.

33.And make no mistake, our understanding of the Father will 
continue to enlarge and brighten throughout the endless ages to come on 
earth, and in the heavens. Nevertheless, at all times and during all ages, 
the true worship of any human being – as concerns individual spiritual 
progress – is recognized as having been rendered to the true Father in 
heaven.

34.With this enlightened understanding of our Father’s character, 
we can reconcile our obligation to exemplify Christ as he exemplified 
the Father. We pray that you sincerely contemplate these realities as you 
undertake an introspective look at the good news.

The Name of God

35.The Hebrew scriptures asserts that God’s name is Jehovah or 
Yahweh.

“That people may know that you, whose name is Jehovah, 
You alone are the Most High over all the earth.” – Psalms 
83:18
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36.While Jesus prayed that the Father’s name be sanctified (Matthew 
6:9) and stated that he had made the Father’s name known (John 17:25), 
the Christian scriptures do not record Jesus as ever speaking the name, 
though the assumption is that Jesus must have spoken the name when he 
quoted from Hebrew scriptures containing the name. Thus, we believe 
Jesus meant that he increased the fame of God, not necessarily the literal 
name.

37.And it is not hard to understand why Jesus would not encourage 
his followers to use a literal name for God since Jesus’ mission was to 
reveal God as our heavenly Father. Notice his model prayer. While he 
says to pray for God’s name to be sanctified, he did not use the name.

“You must pray, then, this way: ‘Our Father in the heavens, 
let your name be sanctified. Let your kingdom come. Let your 
will take place, as in heaven, also upon earth. Give us today our 
bread for this day; and forgive us our debts, as we also have 
forgiven our debtors. And do not bring us into temptation, 
but deliver us from the wicked one.’ For if you forgive men 
their trespasses, your heavenly Father will also forgive you; 
whereas if you do not forgive men their trespasses, neither 
will your Father forgive your trespasses.” – Matthew 6:9-15

38.These points are not meant to discourage the use of the Hebrew 
name for God. It is quite appropriate for friends and associates to refer 
to someone by name. But it is not appropriate for sons and daughters. 
It is even considered disrespectful. The Father’s spirit that dwells within 
His children moves us to cry out Father or Abba! which means ‘Daddy!’ 
or ‘Papa!’

“For all who are led by God’s spirit, these are God’s sons. For 
you did not receive a spirit of slavery causing fear again, but 
you received a spirit of adoption as sons, by which spirit we 
cry out: “Abba, Father!” The spirit itself bears witness with 
our spirit that we are God’s children.” – Romans 8:14-16
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“Now because you are sons, God has sent forth the spirit of 
his Son into our hearts and it cries out: “Abba, Father!” So, 
then, you are no longer a slave but a son; and if a son, also an 
heir through God.” – Galatians 4:6-7

39.So while God was revealed to the Hebrews by a name, Jesus 
revealed God to us, His faith‑sons and daughters, by relationship – as 
our Father.

The Father Cares About Us

40.Yes, the Father does indeed cares about us! He has set in motion 
an administration to adopt us as his spiritual sons and daughters in the 
heavens!

“This he caused to abound toward us in all wisdom and good 
sense, in that he made known to us the sacred secret of his 
will. It is according to his good pleasure which he purposed 
in himself for an administration at the full limit of the 
appointed times, namely, to gather all things together again 
in the Christ, the things in the heavens and the things on 
the earth.” – Ephesians 1:8-10

“Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
for he has blessed us with every spiritual blessing in the 
heavenly places in union with Christ, just as he chose us 
in union with him before the founding of the world, that we 
should be holy and without blemish before him in love. For 
he foreordained us to the adoption through Jesus Christ 
as sons to himself, according to the good pleasure of his 
will.” – Ephesians 1:3-5

“In other generations this [secret] was not made known 
to the sons of men as it has now been revealed to his holy 
apostles and prophets by spirit, namely, that people of the 
nations should be joint heirs and fellow members of the 
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body and partakers with us of the promise in union with 
Christ Jesus through the good news. I became a minister 
of this according to the free gift of the undeserved kindness 
of God that was given me according to the way his power 
operates.” – Ephesians 3:5-7

41.While the Father’s primary concern is for our eternal welfare, He 
also cares about our daily affairs. The Bible is replete with counsel on how 
to deal successfully with fleshly life, whether it be with our family, our 
friends, our jobs, our marriages, our children, our religious associations, 
our governments, even our enemies. There is not an area of life that 
cannot be improved by some counsel found in the Bible.

42.But that does not mean life will be easy. Many long for peace and 
security, and we are promised that one day, our planet will be just such 
a place. In the meantime, we must develop skills and mental attitudes to 
sustain us during our current earthly sojourn.

43.The Father does not shield us from the rigors of earthly life. It is 
through the trials and tribulations of life that we are perfected. Man only 
learns wisdom by experiencing adversity. And it is by finding successful 
ways of dealing with adversity that man makes his greatest advancements. 
Really, the greatest affliction of life is never to have been afflicted.

44.Life’s difficulties may challenge mediocrity and defeat the fearful, 
but they only stimulate the true children of God. For we know that 
whatever befalls us, our destiny is secure:

“Who will separate us from the love of the Christ? Will 
tribulation or distress or persecution or hunger or nakedness 
or danger or sword? Just as it is written: “For your sake we 
are being put to death all day long, we have been accounted 
as sheep for slaughtering.” To the contrary, in all these things 
we are coming off completely victorious through him that 
loved us. For I am convinced that neither death nor life nor 
angels nor governments nor things now here nor things to 
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come nor powers nor height nor depth nor any other creation 
will be able to separate us from God’s love that is in Christ 
Jesus our Lord.” – Romans 8:35-39

45.We can face our unpleasant, difficult and even harsh circumstances 
by keeping ever in mind Paul’s words:

“Therefore we do not give up, but even if the man we are 
outside is wasting away, certainly the man we are inside is 
being renewed from day to day. For though the tribulation 
is momentary and light, it works out for us a glory that is of 
more and more surpassing weight and is everlasting; while 
we keep our eyes, not on the things seen, but on the things 
unseen. For the things seen are temporary, but the things 
unseen are everlasting.” – 2 Corinthians 4:16-18

46.No, life on earth today is not a bed of roses for most of us. But the 
difficulties we face are not caused by our Father or indicative of divine 
disfavor or punishment. They are the realities of earthly life according 
to our stage of spiritual development. (Galatians 6:7-10) Yet, we can 
endure it:

“No temptation has taken you except what is common to 
men. But God is faithful, and he will not let you be tempted 
beyond what you can bear, but along with the temptation 
he will also make the way out in order for you to be able to 
endure it.” – 1 Corinthians 10:13

47.We all long for a better life and it is truly within our reach. If we 
are among those who find themselves at a social, financial or material 
advantage, we should use our advantages to assist our brothers, never 
losing sight of the real future, the real life in the heavens.

“Give orders to those who are rich in the present system of 
things not to be high‑minded, and to rest their hope, not on 
uncertain riches, but on God, who furnishes us all things 
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richly for our enjoyment; to work at good, to be rich in fine 
works, to be liberal, ready to share, safely treasuring up for 
themselves a fine foundation for the future, in order that they 
may get a firm hold on the real life.” – 1 Timothy 6:17-19

48.For all of us, whether we are doing well or whether we are suffering, 
the counsel is the same:

“Keep you minds fixed on the things above, not on the things 
upon the earth.” – Colossians 3:2

49.When we do that, we will know, without question, that the Father 
cares for us and longs to be with us and share His true bounty:

“But just as it is written: “Eye has not seen and ear has not 
heard, neither have there been conceived in the heart of man 
the things that God has prepared for those who love him.” – 1 
Corinthians 2:9

Drawing Closer to God

50.Drawing closer to God is the correct way of describing what needs 
to be done. For God has already drawn close to us. A fragment of His 
substantive nature dwells within each one of us:

“Do you not know that you people are God’s temple, and that 
the spirit of God dwells in you?” – 1 Corinthians 3:16

51.We do not need to go on a quest to far away mountains or plead 
and beg for His audience. He truly loves us and wants us close.

“And he made out of one [man] every nation of men, to 
dwell upon the entire surface of the earth, and he decreed the 
appointed times and the set limits of the dwelling of [men], 
for them to seek God, if they might grope for him and really 
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find him, although, in fact, he is not far off from each one 
of us.” – Acts 17:26-27

52.Whenever we feel the Father has abandoned us or is not with us, 
it is because we have not opened the door to him. He is ever present and 
ever willing to receive us.

53.When we err, the Father does not leave us. It is our own guilty 
conscience that causes us to turn away from Him. But as we come to 
understand Jesus, and the life he led and the way he worshiped the 
Father, we begin to grasp the significance of the forgiveness of sin. Truly, 
our sins are forgiven even before we ask for forgiveness. That is what 
Jesus was teaching us. Our challenge is to get past our guilty conscience 
and accept it.

54.To help us in that regard, Jesus encouraged a three‑part program: 
(1) heartfelt prayer, (2) true worship, and (3) following his example of 
faith. As to prayer, he taught:

“Also, when you pray, you must not be as the hypocrites; 
because they like to pray standing in the synagogues and on the 
corners of the broad ways to be visible to men. Truly I say to 
you, They are having their reward in full You, however, when 
you pray, go into your private room and, after shutting your 
door, pray to your Father who is in secret; then your Father 
who looks on in secret will repay you.” – Matthew 6:5-6 (See 
also Matthew 6:7-15; Luke 11:1-13; Luke 18:1-14)

55.As to worship, Jesus taught:

“Nevertheless, the hour is coming, and it is now, when the 
true worshipers will worship the Father with spirit and truth, 
for, indeed, the Father is looking for suchlike ones to worship 
him. God is a Spirit, and those worshiping him must 
worship with spirit and truth.” – John 4:23-24
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56.As to his own example, Jesus taught:

“Jesus said to him: “I am the way and the truth and the life. 
No one comes to the Father except through me. If you men 
had known me, you would have known my Father also; from 
this moment on you know him and have seen him.” – John 
14:6-8

“I am the door; whoever enters through me will be saved, and 
he will go in and out and find pasturage.” – John 10:9

57.If we do these three things, we will find that all other things are 
taken care of. And we will find ourselves drawn to and engulfed in the 
spirit and the essence of the Father of All.
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Chapter 3

Can We Depend on  
The Bible’s Promises?

1.Our reliance on the Good News in our modern world depends on 
whether we can trust the Biblical record. Many refer to the Bible as God’s 
word. Is that true? The Apostle Paul, in writing to the disciple Timothy 
about the usefulness of scripture, he wrote:

“All Scripture is inspired of God and beneficial for teaching, 
for reproving, for setting things straight, for disciplining in 
righteousness, that the man of God may be fully competent, 
completely equipped for every good work.” – 2 Timothy 
3:16-17

2.This answer has satisfied millions and led them to conclude that 
the Bible is reliable as the word of God Himself. However, an in‑depth 
examination of the Bible reveals that the answer is far more complex 
and requires maturity of thought, a reflective attitude and an open and 
receptive mind. Unless these things are present in the examiner, such a 
person could be stumbled. It would be like giving a premium steak to an 
infant. While there is nothing wrong with eating a steak, an infant would 
choke on it. He has not developed the teeth to chew it, nor the stomach 
to digest it. In the common vernacular, ‘he will have bitten off more than 
he can chew,’ and the result could be fatal. So for our readers who are not 
quite ready for such an examination, we encourage you to focus on the 
summary answer given to Timothy, and return to these more complex 
ideas when you are ready.

3.For those who are ready for a mature examination of the authorship, 
reliability and content of the Bible, we invite you to consider the following 
ideas.
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4.The Bible is a collection of 66 little books. The first 39 books, from 
Genesis to Malachi, are referred to as the “Old Testament” or the “Hebrew 
Scriptures;” the remaining 27 books, from Matthew to Revelation, are 
referred to as the “New Testament” or the “Christian Greek Scriptures.” 
Some have been taught to refer to the two sections as the Hebrew and 
Christian Greek Scriptures rather than the Old and New Testament. 
However, the distinction of “Old” and “New” helps us to more clearly 
identify the author, assess its credibility, understand its content, and 
discern its meaning. So in the remainder of this chapter, we will refer to 
the two sections of the Bible as the Old and New Testament.

5.Though both sections are considered one united book, they each 
cover a distinct period in human history and the distinction is highly 
relevant. We can simply state the distinction like this: the Old Testament 
contains the Jewish revelation of God, whereas the New Testament 
contains the Christian revelation of God.

The Old Testament

6.The Old Testament is a collection of writings of the history and 
activities of a people who came to be known as Israelites, or Hebrews 
or Jews. They were the descendants of Abraham through his son Isaac, 
and through Isaac’s son Jacob who was re‑named Israel. (Exodus 3:6) 
The books of the Old Testament are of three major types: (1) the five 
books of Moses; (2) the major and minor prophets; and (3) the general 
writings, including poems, songs and personal accounts. These books 
contain the best of the higher thoughts and longings of the Jewish people 
and are the best collection of religious wisdom and spiritual truth to be 
found in the world at the time.

7.The books of Moses provided the Jewish people with their law 
code and its associated rituals. At the time of Moses, the Jewish people 
were an oppressed, downcast, and uneducated bedouin tribe. But they 
were the offspring of the patriarch, Abram, later named Abraham, who 
demonstrated faith in the one God taught by the high priest Melchizedek. 
(Genesis 14:18-20) As a result, Abraham received a special blessing:
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“And Jehovah proceeded to say to Abram: “Go your way out 
of your country and from your relatives and from the house 
of your father to the country that I shall show you; and I shall 
make a great nation out of you and I shall bless you and I 
will make your name great; and prove yourself a blessing. And 
I will bless those who bless you, and him that calls down evil 
upon you I shall curse, and all the families of the ground 
will certainly bless themselves by means of you.” – Genesis 
12:1-3

8.During the passage of time between Abraham and Moses, the 
Jewish people had largely forgotten the one God and developed a form of 
worship similar to the surrounding nations where they worshiped many 
different Gods. But the time had come for the promise to Abraham to 
return to the forefront. Moses, being aware of this promise, accepted 
the heroic challenge of uplifting these dejected people and turning them 
back to the worship of the one God of Abraham.

9.Moses himself was an extraordinary combination of military 
leader, social organizer, and religious teacher. He was arguably the most 
important teacher on the world scene prior to Jesus. As such, he was no 
doubt aware that the challenge of educating and uplifting these ignorant 
and illiterate people would be a gradual process that would develop 
over time. Thus, he set in motion the beginning stages of their spiritual 
upliftment.

10.After leading them out of Egypt, we read:

“And Moses went up to the [true] God, and Jehovah began to 
call to him out of the mountain, saying: “This is what you are 
to say to the house of Jacob and to tell the sons of Israel, ‘You 
yourselves have seen what I did to the Egyptians, that I might 
carry you on wings of eagles and bring you to myself. And 
now if you will strictly obey my voice and will indeed keep 
my covenant, then you will certainly become my special 
property out of all [other] peoples, because the whole earth 
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belongs to me. And you yourselves will become to me a 
kingdom of priests and a holy nation.’ These are the words 
that you are to say to the sons of Israel.” – Exodus 19:3-6

11.The elementary human mind responds more effectively to fear 
than to love. Think of how a parent teaches a young child. The child 
is given many rules of behavior with associated punishments and 
disciplines. The child responds, not out of love for the parent, but out 
of fear of the punishment, for godly love based on faith is the possession 
of only a mature spiritual mind. (2 Thessalonians 3:2) Therefore, when 
Moses introduced the people to the one God, he presented God as great 
and fear‑inspiring. And to keep them focused on the one God, Moses 
presented God as jealous and wrathful. (Exodus 34:14; Deuteronomy 
29:22-28) The aspect of God that was most appreciated by these simple 
people was not God’s love, but His justice.

12.Moses’ successors continued to teach a concept of God that was 
in accordance with the light of their day. The books of the prophets 
contain counsel and correction for the people when they strayed from 
the teachings of Moses, and foretold a time when life on earth would 
be truly peaceful. The remaining writings were words of wisdom and 
various experiences that we can learn much from.

13.As time progressed, their concept of God matured, such that 
by the time of the latter prophets, God had become a loving Father of 
the nation. (Isaiah 63:16; Jeremiah 31:9) God had not changed; man 
had changed. Man progressed in his ability to comprehend more fully 
the true nature of God. And that explains why the God of the Old 
Testament appears different from the God of the New Testament, as 
taught by Jesus. Even the prophet Jeremiah told the Jews to expect a 
change in their understanding of God:

“Look! There are days coming,” is the utterance of Jehovah, 
“and I will conclude with the house of Israel and with the 
house of Judah a new covenant; not one like the covenant 
that I concluded with their forefathers in the day of my taking 
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hold of their hand to bring them forth out of the land of Egypt, 
‘which covenant of mine they themselves broke, although I 
myself had husbandly ownership of them,’ is the utterance of 
Jehovah. For this is the covenant that I shall conclude with the 
house of Israel after those days,” is the utterance of Jehovah. 
“I will put my law within them, and in their heart I shall 
write it. And I will become their God, and they themselves 
will become my people. And they will no more teach each 
one his companion and each one his brother, saying, ‘KNOW 
Jehovah!’ for they will all of them know me, from the least one 
of them even to the greatest one of them,” is the utterance of 
Jehovah. “For I shall forgive their error, and their sin I shall 
remember no more.” – Jeremiah 31:31-34

14.The Old Testament served as a teacher or tutor that was preparing 
the Jewish mind for a better and greater revelation of God, accompanied 
by a better and greater relationship with God as contained in the New 
Testament. As Paul wrote:

“However, before the faith arrived, we were being guarded 
under law, being delivered up together into custody, looking 
to the faith that was destined to be revealed. Consequently 
the Law has become our tutor leading to Christ, that we 
might be declared righteous due to faith. But now that the 
faith has arrived, we are no longer under a tutor.” – Galatians 
3:23-25

15.So if we ask, Who is the author of the Bible? we can confidently 
say that the Old Testament was inspired by God, because the men 
who penned the 39 books were writing according to best of their 
understanding of God, according to what had thus far been revealed to 
them. Yet at the same time, we must say that the Old Testament does 
not contain the final, infallible, absolute word of God, for if it did, why 
would Jesus say:
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“All things have been delivered to me by my Father, and no 
one fully knows the Son but the Father, neither does anyone 
fully know the Father but the Son and anyone to whom the 
Son is willing to reveal him.” – Matthew 11:27

“Do not think I came to destroy the Law or the Prophets. I 
came, not to destroy, but to fulfill.” – Matthew 5:17

16.And why would the Apostle Paul write:

“In his saying “a new [covenant]” he has made the former one 
obsolete. Now that which is made obsolete and growing old 
is near to vanishing away.” – Hebrews 8:13

“For we have partial knowledge and we prophesy partially; 
but when that which is complete arrives, that which is 
partial will be done away with. When I was a babe, I used 
to speak as a babe, to think as a babe, to reason as a babe; but 
now that I have become a man, I have done away with the 
[traits] of a babe.” – 1 Corinthians 13:9-11

“Thus the holy spirit makes it plain that the way into the 
holy place had not yet been made manifest while the first 
tent was standing. This very [tent] is an illustration for the 
appointed time that is now here, and in keeping with it both 
gifts and sacrifices are offered. However, these are not able to 
make the [man] doing sacred service perfect as respects his 
conscience, but have to do only with foods and drinks and 
various baptisms. They were legal requirements pertaining 
to the flesh and were imposed until the appointed time to 
set things straight.” – Hebrews 9:8-10

17.There was a greater understanding of God waiting to be revealed 
at ‘the appointed time.’ This further revelation is contained in the New 
Testament.
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The New Testament

18.Of all the ancient religious creeds, the Jewish creed with its ‘Ten 
Commandments,’ created the most successful and moral lifestyle, and 
continues to do so even down to this day. As a people of laws, the 
Jews had a distinct and cognizable social order. Their lifestyle, and its 
consequences, were predictable. When coupled with their monotheistic 
religion and their metropolitan location, the Jews would have provided 
the most secure setting for a monotheistic God of order to make an 
appearance to mankind. In this setting, Jesus appeared with a greater 
and more universal message – the Good News of the Kingdom of God. 
He taught mankind that God was not just the God of the Jews, but the 
God of all people; and that God was not just the God of all people, but 
the Father of all people – ever single one of us! (Matthew 23:8-9)

19.Jesus’ ministry was oral and demonstrative, meaning that he spoke 
and lived his teachings. It is noteworthy that Jesus did not leave any 
written records. The only account of Jesus ever writing anything was 
when he drew a cryptic message in sand. (John 8:6) Jesus’ reluctance to 
leave behind his own writings may explain why it took his followers so 
long after Jesus’ death to publish narratives about his life. The book of 
Matthew is said to have been completed in 41 C.E., Mark in 60‑65 C.E., 
Luke in 56‑58 C.E., and John in 98 C.E.

20.However, it appears that immediately after Jesus’ resurrection, his 
followers began sending written correspondence to one another telling 
them about Jesus, about their personal experiences, and encouraging one 
another to hold onto their new found faith. History reveals that there 
were hundreds of such letters circulating in the first few centuries after 
Jesus’ death.

21.Continuing up through the fourth century, the Christian 
community was very loosely organized. There were no centralized 
teachings or authorized dogma, other than having faith in Jesus and in 
the promise to be with him in heaven, and getting baptized to receive 
holy spirit. Each disciple taught about Jesus according to what they 
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understood. The congregations were organized around their foremost 
teacher and in some instances, conflicts and dissension arose over what 
was the true good news, and whether the Gentile converts to Christianity 
would have to keep the law of Moses. (See 1 Corinthians; Galatians; 
Colossians; Hebrews, as examples.)

22.Early in the fourth century, the Roman Emperor Constantine called 
together the leading ‘church fathers’ in an effort to centralize and codify 
the Christian teachings. At this council, called the Council of Nicaea in 
325 C.E., these ‘church fathers’ determined which of the hundreds of 
Christian writings would make up the acceptable teachings about Jesus. 
As the Apostle John wrote:

“There are, in fact, many other things also which Jesus did, 
which, if ever they were written in full detail, I suppose, the 
world itself could not contain the scrolls written.” – John 
21:25

23.These men sifted through the more popular notes and letters, and 
selected 27 of the writings that they felt best represented the teachings 
of Jesus as they understood them. These 27 writings, consisting of 4 
historical accounts of Jesus’ life, 1 historical account of the activities of the 
apostles, 1 book of prophesy, and 21 of the hundreds of letters that had 
been circulating, made up what came to be called the ‘New Testament.’

24.Unfortunately, this codification of acceptable Christian teachings 
changed the free‑flowing nature of original Christianity into a 
centralized clergy/laity class that had far reaching, and not always 
positive, implications. Nevertheless, the Council’s work proved to be an 
important development toward preserving enough of the teachings of 
Jesus so as to effect powerful changes even down to our day.

25.So, as to its authorship, we know that the New Testament writers 
were men who wrote about Jesus and his teachings to the best of their 
ability and understanding, and were thus inspired by God. However, 
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except to the extent that they quote directly from Jesus, the writings are 
not the word of God. Instead, John wrote:

“In [the] beginning the Word was, and the Word was 
with God, and the Word was a god. This one was in [the] 
beginning with God. All things came into existence through 
him, and apart from him not even one thing came into 
existence.” – John 1:1-3

So the Word became flesh and resided among us, and we had 
a view of his glory, a glory such as belongs to an only‑begotten 
son from a father; and he was full of undeserved kindness and 
truth.”– John 1:14

26.Yes, Jesus himself is the word of God. He demonstrated God’s 
message to mankind by the way he lived his life. Thus, learning about 
Jesus is how we learn about God, and what is true, and the way to the 
real life:

“Jesus said to him: “I am the way and the truth and the life. 
No one comes to the Father except through me.” – John 14:6

27.Therefore, while we can learn much from the writings that were 
inspired by God, a true knowledge of the word of God can only come 
from a study of the life and ministry of Jesus. It is Jesus’ example that has 
the real power to effect change.

“For the word of God is alive and exerts power and is sharper 
than any two‑edged sword and pierces even to the dividing of 
soul and spirit, and of joints and [their] marrow, and [is] able 
to discern thoughts and intentions of [the] heart.” – Hebrews 
4:12
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The New Testament’s New Message

28.So we learn that the Old Testament served as a tutor or teacher 
that prepared the Jewish mind for receiving the Good News (Galatians 
3:23-25), but the New Testament actually contains the Good News. As 
Paul explained:

“God, who long ago spoke on many occasions and in many 
ways to our forefathers by means of the prophets, has at the 
end of these days spoken to us by means of a Son, whom he 
appointed heir of all things, and through whom he made the 
systems of things.” – Hebrews 1:1-2

29.Having laid the foundation for the message of the Good News, 
the Jews were the first nation invited to share in it. Accordingly, Jesus’ 
ministry was first to the people of his birth. And though he quoted 
from Jewish prophets and writings, he presented a new message that 
was not limited to the Jews. It was ‘new wine’ for ‘new wineskins.’ (Mark 
2:21-22)

30.So, when we today attempt to understand the Good News of 
the Kingdom, we need only look to the writings of the New Testament 
which contain the word of God as spoken through and lived by Christ 
Jesus.

“On account of this I bend my knees to the Father, to whom 
every family in heaven and on earth owes its name, to the end 
that he may grant you according to the riches of his glory to be 
made mighty in the man you are inside with power through his 
spirit, to have the Christ dwell through [your] faith in your 
hearts with love; that you may be rooted and established on 
the foundation, in order that you may be thoroughly able to 
grasp mentally with all the holy ones what is the breadth and 
length and height and depth, and to know the love of the 
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Christ which surpasses knowledge, that you may be filled 
with all the fullness that God gives.” – Ephesians 3:14-19

31.That is not to dismiss the Old Testament, for it contains lessons of 
faith and courage that can be looked to today. It provided the foundation 
for the further revelation of God through Christ Jesus and it provided, 
and continues to provide, guidelines as to appropriate conduct and the 
effects of sin. But when we are looking for God’s message to our modern 
world, we must look beyond the Old, and into the New. And we should 
also be mindful that at any time the Father wishes, He or His Christ can 
provide an even further revelation of truth.

Understanding the Bible

32.The best way for us today to understand the Bible is to open it and 
read it for ourselves. Meditate on it so that you can be receptive to the 
leadings of the Spirit of Truth, and let the Spirit of Truth do its work. 
Jesus said:

“I have many things yet to say to you, but you are not able 
to bear them at present. However, when that one arrives, 
the spirit of the truth, he will guide you into all the truth, 
for he will not speak of his own impulse, but what things 
he hears he will speak, and he will declare to you the things 
coming.” – John 16:12-13

33.While it is true that Jesus occasionally referred to verses in the Old 
Testament and explained and expounded on their meaning, the bulk of 
his teaching consisted of illustrations – pulling life lessons from daily 
affairs – and by his own living example. Thus, we can best understand 
the Bible, and specifically the Good News, by examining Jesus’ life and 
the way he worshiped the Father.

34.We understand that these comments may be controversial to some. 
But we also believe if you open your spiritual minds, hearts and eyes 
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to this unbiased examination of the Bible, you will be lead to a similar 
conclusion. The Father “well knows the formation of us, Remembering 
that we are dust.” (Psalms 103:14) He knows how the human mind 
operates and He knows best how to reveal Himself. We bask in 
His great wisdom of first laying a foundation – the tutor of the Old 
Testament – and then introducing His true nature and eternal purpose 
through his Son, “in the likeness of men” (Philippians 2:7) as contained 
in the New Testament.
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Chapter 4

Who Is Jesus Christ?

1.This chapter is the most important one. There is no greater 
undertaking for man than to come to know and understand the life and 
ministry of Jesus Christ. Some of what has become standard Christian 
doctrine has inadvertently obscured the divine personality and unmatched 
love of our Father. We hope we can bring to the fore the absolute and 
unfailing love of the Father, and the wisdom and tender loving care of 
Jesus Christ as he skillfully brought mankind “out of darkness and into 
his wonderful light.” (1 Peter 2:9)

How Jesus’ Life Began

2.The life of Jesus began in the heavens as the unique creation of the 
Father. John referred to him as ‘the Word.’

“In [the] beginning the Word was, and the Word was with 
God, and the Word was a god. This one was in [the] beginning 
with God.” – John 1:1-2

3.The ‘Word’ was not only a direct divine creation, but he was also a 
Creator in his own right, for the Father granted him the right to create 
his own universe:

All things came into existence through him, and apart from 
him not even one thing came into existence.” – John 1:3

“He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all 
creation; because by means of him all [other] things were 
created in the heavens and upon the earth, the things visible 
and the things invisible, no matter whether they are thrones 
or lordships or governments or authorities. All [other] things 
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have been created through him and for him.” – Colossians 
1:15-16

4.In time, our Creator God, the Word, in some unrevealed manner, 
transferred his life into the body of a Jewish woman, Mary, and came to 
be born as a son of man:

“So the Word became flesh and resided among us, and we had 
a view of his glory, a glory such as belongs to an only‑begotten 
son from a father; and he was full of undeserved kindness and 
truth.” – John 1:14

5.After his birth, the Word came to be known as “Jesus.” (Matthew 
1:25)

Why Jesus Came to Earth

6.Jesus came to earth for many purposes. The overarching purpose 
was to establish his own sovereignty:

“Keep this mental attitude in you that was also in Christ 
Jesus, who, although he was existing in God’s form, gave 
no consideration to a seizure, namely, that he should be 
equal to God. No, but he emptied himself and took a slave’s 
form and came to be in the likeness of men. More than that, 
when he found himself in fashion as a man, he humbled 
himself and became obedient as far as death, yes, death on 
a torture stake. For this very reason also God exalted him 
to a superior position and kindly gave him the name that 
is above every [other] name, so that in the name of Jesus 
every knee should bend of those in heaven and those on earth 
and those under the ground, and every tongue should openly 
acknowledge that Jesus Christ is Lord to the glory of God the 
Father.” – Philippians 2:5-11
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7.Up until his bestowal on earth, Jesus was a vicegerent of his universe, 
meaning he was an appointed sovereign. He was existing in God’s 
form, meaning he had all the accouterments of God, but he lacked the 
experiential knowledge which the Father possesses existentially. In other 
words, what the Father inherently knew, the Son would have to learn. 
So, with the Father’s blessing, Jesus humbled himself and came to be in 
the likeness of his own creation in order to know them by experiencing 
their lives and their trials and their joys.

“Seeing, therefore, that we have a great high priest who has 
passed through the heavens, Jesus the Son of God, let us hold 
onto [our] confessing of [him]. For we have as high priest, 
not one who cannot sympathize with our weaknesses, 
but one who has been tested in all respects like ourselves, 
but without sin. Let us, therefore, approach with freeness of 
speech to the throne of undeserved kindness, that we may 
obtain mercy and find undeserved kindness for help at the 
right time.” – Hebrews 4:14-16

8.And after he completed his mission and returned to heaven, he had 
earned his sovereignty and was given ‘the name that is above every other 
name so that all of his creations, in heaven and on earth, would openly 
confess him as Lord.’ (Philippians 2:9-10) These scriptures lead us to 
conclude that his intelligent heavenly creations knew of the Son’s relation 
to the Father. And while they unreservedly worshiped the Father and 
honored the Son, they knew the Son had only been an appointed Creator 
God. But after his earthly sojourn, it was as Jesus truly said: “All authority 
has been given me in heaven and on the earth.” (Matthew 28:18) Thus, 
every knee would bend to his established universe sovereignty.

9.As the baby Jesus grew into manhood, he dealt with life as a normal 
human being, though it appears he had a limited awareness of his special 
relationship to the Father. At the age of 12, when he went missing and 
was finally found, he said:



The Good News of the Kingdom for a Modern World

39

“Why did you have to go looking for me? Did you not know 
that I must be in the [house] of my Father?” (Luke 2:41-50)

10.When Jesus reached the full stature of manhood, he presented 
himself for baptism by his cousin, John the Baptizer, along with other 
pious Jews as a national sign of repentance. It was at this time that Jesus 
became fully conscious of his pre‑human existence as the Christ, Son 
of God. His Christ awareness descended upon him in the likeness of a 
dove

“After being baptized Jesus immediately came up from the 
water; and, look! the heavens were opened up, and he saw 
descending like a dove God’s spirit coming upon him. Look! 
Also, there was a voice from the heavens that said: “This is 
my Son, the beloved, whom I have approved.” – Matthew 
3:16-17

11.By the Father’s approval, he had earned his right of sovereignty. 
Now began the second phase of his earthly bestowal.

12.Immediately after his baptism, Christ Jesus went away alone 
into the Perean Hills to formulate his plans and determine upon the 
technique to uplift the spiritual state of his misled, abused and dejected 
creation, a ministry of enlightenment that would spread over the entire 
planet and prepare the way for global peace. It was during that 40‑day 
period of isolation that it is recorded that the Devil tried to tempt Jesus 
from doing that work. (Matthew 4:1-11) But Christ Jesus emerged from 
the mountain with the glory of spiritual victory, moral achievement, and 
a plan.

13.Jesus brought a message of good news, not only peace on earth, but 
something far greater. He began preaching about a new era for mankind, 
entry into the kingdom of the heavens:

“Repent, you people, for the kingdom of the heavens has 
drawn near.” – Matthew 4:17
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“Then he went around throughout the whole of Galilee, 
teaching in their synagogues and preaching the good news 
of the kingdom and curing every sort of disease and every 
sort of infirmity among the people.” – Matthew 4:23

14.In his first major sermon, called the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus 
informed us of the invitation to enter into the kingdom of heavens:

“Happy are those conscious of their spiritual need, since the 
kingdom of the heavens belongs to them. Happy are those 
who mourn, since they will be comforted. Happy are the 
mild‑tempered ones, since they will inherit the earth. Happy 
are those hungering and thirsting for righteousness, since 
they will be filled. Happy are the merciful, since they will be 
shown mercy. Happy are the pure in heart, since they will 
see God. Happy are the peaceable, since they will be called 
‘sons of God.’ Happy are those who have been persecuted 
for righteousness’ sake, since the kingdom of the heavens 
belongs to them. Happy are you when people reproach 
you and persecute you and lyingly say every sort of wicked 
thing against you for my sake. Rejoice and leap for joy, since 
your reward is great in the heavens; for in that way they 
persecuted the prophets prior to you.” – Matthew 5:3-11

15.This was an unusual message. Never before had mankind been 
openly taught that they would see God, that the heavens would belong 
to them, that they would be, not mere slaves or servants of God, but sons 
of God, and that they would be able to enter into the kingdom of the 
heavens! As the Apostle John wrote:

“He came to his own home, but his own people did not take 
him in. However, as many as did receive him, to them he 
gave authority to become God’s children, because they 
were exercising faith in his name; and they were born, not 
from blood or from a fleshly will or from man’s will, but from 
God.” – John 1:11-13
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16.For the next few years, Jesus continued to elevate man’s dignity. 
Specifically, he taught them to refer to God, not by name, but by 
relationship – as Father – as would any loving child.

“You must pray, then, this way: ‘Our Father in the heavens, 
let your name be sanctified. Let your kingdom come. Let your 
will take place, as in heaven, also upon earth. Give us today our 
bread for this day; and forgive us our debts, as we also have 
forgiven our debtors. And do not bring us into temptation, 
but deliver us from the wicked one.’ For if you forgive men 
their trespasses, your heavenly Father will also forgive you; 
whereas if you do not forgive men their trespasses, neither 
will your Father forgive your trespasses.” – Matthew 6:9-15

“But you, do not you be called Rabbi, for one is your teacher, 
whereas all you are brothers. Moreover, do not call anyone 
your father on earth, for one is your Father, the heavenly 
One.” – Matthew 23:8-9

17.But there was a specific work Jesus had to perform, unique to his 
people, the Jews:

“And he came to Nazareth, where he had been reared; and, 
according to his custom on the sabbath day, he entered into 
the synagogue, and he stood up to read. So the scroll of the 
prophet Isaiah was handed him, and he opened the scroll and 
found the place where it was written Jehovah’s spirit is upon 
me, because he anointed me to declare good news to the poor, 
he sent me forth to preach a release to the captives and a 
recovery of sight to the blind, to send the crushed ones away 
with a release, to preach Jehovah’s acceptable year.” – Luke 
4:16-19

18.Jesus purposed to free the Jews from their captivity to the 
burdensome Law Covenant and its associated rituals. As he said:
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“Do not think I came to destroy the Law or the Prophets. 
I came, not to destroy, but to fulfill; for truly I say to you 
that sooner would heaven and earth pass away than for one 
smallest letter or one particle of a letter to pass away from the 
Law by any means and not all things take place.” – Matthew 
5:17-18

19.Yes, Jesus fulfilled the Law. By fulfilling it, he finished it. He 
released the Jews from it and he brought it to an end.

“But now we have been discharged from the Law, because 
we have died to that by which we were being held fast, that 
we might be slaves in a new sense by the spirit, and not in the 
old sense by the written code.” – Romans 7:6

“For Christ is the end of the Law, so that everyone exercising 
faith may have righteousness.” – Romans 10:4

“Furthermore, though you were dead in your trespasses and 
in the uncircumcised state of your flesh, [God] made you alive 
together with him. He kindly forgave us all our trespasses and 
blotted out the handwritten document against us, which 
consisted of decrees and which was in opposition to us; and 
He has taken it out of the way by nailing it to the torture 
stake.” – Colossians 2:13-14

“However, before the faith arrived, we were being guarded 
under law, being delivered up together into custody, looking to 
the faith that was destined to be revealed. Consequently the 
Law has become our tutor leading to Christ, that we might 
be declared righteous due to faith. But now that the faith 
has arrived, we are no longer under a tutor.” – Galatians 
3:23-25

20.The Law Covenant served an important purpose as a tutor leading 
the Jews to the Christ, who would bring to mankind the next revelation 
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of God. Once the Christ arrived, the Law Covenant with its associated 
rituals was not longer necessary. The prophet Daniel prophesied that the 
Law Covenant would end with Messiah’s arrived:

“And he must keep [the] covenant in force for the many for 
one week; and at the half of the week he will cause sacrifice 
and gift offering to cease.” – Daniel 9:27

21.But how would Jesus go about bringing an end to the Law Covenant? 
The Law Covenant and the added rabbinical commands were so deeply 
ingrained in the Jewish mind that death could result for failure to honor 
and keep them. Obviously, Jesus would have to engage in a more serious 
and somber undertaking. He would be presented with a “cup” that he 
would at one time pray be taken away, but one he loving accepted as the 
will of God in order to free his people. (Luke 22:42)

“[T]he Son of man came, not to be ministered to, but to 
minister and to give his soul a ransom in exchange for 
many.” – Matthew 20:28

The Need for a Ransom Sacrifice

22.As we begin a discussion of the ‘ransom doctrine,’ we ask our 
readers to approach the subject matter with an open mind, and please 
follow our discussion to its conclusion. Abandoning the discussion in 
mid‑stream may leave one disheartened or, at the very least, confused.

23.Ransom is defined as the redemption of a prisoner, slave, or 
kidnaped person, of captured goods, etc., for a price; a means of 
deliverance or rescue from punishment for sin, especially the payment 
of a redemptive fine.

24.In any ransom scenario, there must be four things – a captive, a 
captor, a price and a willing payor. A captor takes a captive against his 
will and demands a price from someone who cares enough about the 
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captive to seek his release. So if we apply the ransom scenario to the 
Biblical setting, who are the players?

25.There are variations of the ransom doctrine in Christianity. Yet, all 
agree that the captive is sinful mankind, and the ransom price is Jesus’ 
sinless body. But who is the captor and who is the caring payor? While 
it is extremely difficult to say out loud, and even more difficult to make 
sense of, many Christians believe that God is both the captor and the 
caring payor.

26.In other words, one version of the ransom doctrine goes like this: 
God created Adam and Eve with free will and told them specifically 
not to eat from a certain tree. They were told that if they did eat of 
the tree, they would surely die. When Adam and Eve disobeyed and 
ate from the tree, God sentenced them, and all of their offspring (the 
captives) to death. God (as captor) then established the ransom price 
he would require to set matters right – a perfect life for the perfect lives 
of Adam and Eve – and after about 4,000 years, God (as payor) offered 
the life of his innocent only begotten‑son, Christ Jesus, to be sacrificed 
to pay the ransom price that God Himself determined. Christ Jesus 
then delivered the value of that sacrifice to God Himself to satisfy God 
own justice so that mankind could live forever on earth the way God 
originally purposed.

27.In another version of the ransom doctrine, some believe the captor 
is the Devil, and that by Adam and Eve’s disobedience, all mankind 
became the possession of the Devil. And the Devil decreed that he 
would not release mankind from the sentence of death unless God 
provided another perfect life and sacrifice that perfect innocent life 
according to God’s required justice. The Devil was very confident that 
mankind would never be released because no offspring of Adam and 
Eve could be perfect. But God tricked the Devil by providing the perfect 
sinless life of his only begotten son. So Jesus came, sacrificed his life, 
apparently paying the ransom price to the Devil who thereby released 
man from the sentence of death.
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28.We believe that neither explanation makes any sense. We cannot 
understand why God would engage in such an elaborate and convoluted 
kidnaping scene against Himself in order to accomplish what He always 
wanted. Neither can we understand how a created being, such as the 
Devil, could hold a possession belonging to God against God’s will such 
that God would need to make some supreme sacrifice to appease the 
Devil in order to obtain the release of God’s own possession. And there 
are many other strange presumption that accompany these doctrines.

29.These complex and practically incomprehensible doctrines are one 
reason why so many people shun Christianity and the Bible. They wonder 
how a God who is said to be the personification of love (1 John 4:8) 
could set in motion such an apparently cruel, unjust and unreasonable 
way of obtaining justice. Others wonder how an all powerful God could 
be made subject to the demands of a created being such as the Devil 
whereby God would need to acquiesce to an evil disobedient personality 
in order to accomplish God’s own purpose.

30.But fear not, dear reader, one does not need to reconcile these odd 
doctrines. For the ransom referred to by the Christian Bible writers in 
the New Testament is not actual, but psychological and theological, and 
a praiseworthy effort to make the gospel of the Kingdom of God more 
appealing to disbelieving Jews.

31.The Apostle Paul, prior to being a Christian, was a prominent Jew 
and a learned Pharisee:

“If any other man thinks he has grounds for confidence 
in the flesh, I the more so: circumcised the eighth day, out 
of the family stock of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a 
Hebrew [born] from Hebrews; as respects law, a Pharisee; 
as respects zeal, persecuting the congregation; as respects 
righteousness that is by means of law, one who proved himself 
blameless.” – Philippians 3:4-6
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32.He was therefore fully versed in the Law and its associated 
requirements, and quite qualified to explain its features and its meaning. 
And he well understood how deeply ingrained those requirements were 
in the Jewish mind. Thus, his letter to the Hebrew Congregation was a 
dissertation to the Jewish Christians on how they could let go of the old 
system and grab hold of Jesus’ teachings. Particularly, in chapter 9, Paul 
connects Jesus to the Law Covenant, and then skillfully leads them to 
the Christ. In fact, most of Paul’s writings were designed to relieve the 
Jewish mind from an ‘eye for an eye’ mentality and see God as a loving 
merciful Father.

33.Specifically, in the 9th chapter of the book of Hebrews, after 
detailing the events that occur on the Day of Atonement, Paul explained 
that instead of needing to offer animal sacrifices year after year, Jesus’ 
life was offered ‘once for all time’ giving the Jews a clean conscience 
before God, something the sacrificing of bulls and goats could not do. 
(Hebrews 9:13-14) He explained that once a perfect sacrifice is made, 
there is no need for more sacrifices. Therefore, the so‑called ransom had 
a theological effect by satisfying the Law Covenant of sacrifice for sin, 
as well as a psychological effect by cleansing the conscience of guilt by 
freeing them from the heavy burden of ancestral sin.

34.We further know that the ransom is a theological and psychological 
remedy because there was no physical or genetic change in man after the 
so‑called ransom was paid. Man did not become perfect; he continued to 
sin and err, and to get sick and die. The Devil continued his machinations, 
and the world continued on its march toward apparent self‑destruction. 
We note also that man did not regain access to the Garden of Eden or 
introduced to paradise‑like conditions at all. Had the ransom been an 
actual event, the ramifications would have been actual.

35.Instead, the ransom was a method of releasing from captivity 
specifically the Jewish religious mind. No other people were in the Law 
Covenant and required to make annual sacrificial atonements for their 
sins; thus no other people needed to be released from it by ‘ransom.’ 
Nevertheless, this teaching could be used to explain to people of other 
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nations, who also are encumbered with the idea that human and/or 
animal sacrifices are needed to gain God’s favor, that Jesus’ death put an 
end to such sacrifices, once for all time.

36.As Jesus said:

“Do not think I came to destroy the Law or the Prophets. 
I came, not to destroy, but to fulfill; for truly I say to you 
that sooner would heaven and earth pass away than for one 
smallest letter or one particle of a letter to pass away from the 
Law by any means and not all things take place.” – Matthew 
5:17-18

37.Jesus understood the superstitious and sensitive Jewish mind which 
had been taught that blood sacrifice was necessary for the atonement for 
sin. Therefore, Jesus allowed his death to serve as a concluding blood 
sacrifice to end all such sacrifice and complete the Law’s requirements. 
(Daniel 9:27) By so doing, Jesus ‘discharged’ them from the law (Romans 
7:6), ‘blotted it out’ (Colossians 2:14), and brought it to an end (Romans 
10:4), all without condemning or snatching away their cherished beliefs. 
He fulfilled, not destroyed. This was further good news to the Jews!

38.Today, the ransom doctrine has become as deeply ingrained in the 
Christian religious psyche as was the Law Covenant in the Jewish mind. 
Because of this, some may be stumbled at our explanation. However, 
when once you grasp the idea of God as a true and loving Father, the only 
concept which Jesus ever taught, you must forthwith, in all consistency, 
utterly abandon all those primitive notions about God as an offended 
monarch, a stern and all‑powerful ruler whose chief delight is to detect 
his subjects in wrongdoing and to see that they are adequately punished, 
unless some being almost equal to himself should volunteer to suffer for 
them, and die as a substitute in their stead. The whole idea of ransom 
and atonement is incompatible with the concept of God as was taught 
and exemplified by Jesus of Nazareth. The infinite love of God is not 
secondary to anything in the divine nature, not even justice. And we need 
not comment on the Father’s superiority of power over the Devil.
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39.Accordingly, in answer to the question, Why do we need a ransom? 
The answer is: We do not. The ransom doctrine was a teaching to 
appease, placate and put to rest the Jewish mind that was legally attached 
to the Law Covenant so that they could accept Jesus Christ. No other 
race of man needed such a release in order to find and know the Christ. 
This becomes clearer as we come to understand the true Good News of 
the Kingdom that ‘from the founding of the world,’ the Father viewed us 
as his children, only waiting until our minds and hearts were prepared 
to receive the grand blessing of spiritual adoption into the heavens. 
(Ephesians 1:3-5) A grave error so many Christians make is to read the 
Old Testament with its Law Covenant mediated by Moses, and assume 
it applies to all mankind. It did not, and does not.

40.If you have difficulty digesting this understanding, then we 
encourage you to pray for the Spirit of Truth to guide you in this matter. 
He will provide the needed conviction and understanding, and bear 
witness with your spirit as to its truthfulness. Until then, if you are so 
inclined, you are free to hold onto your belief in the ransom sacrifice of 
Jesus for all mankind, while at the same time continuing to serve God 
whole‑souled.

41.The ransom doctrine is a matter of theology, not salvation. 
Whether Christ died as a ransom sacrifice or for some other reason, the 
fact remains that your sins have been forgiven (1 John 2:12), that you 
are a child of God by having faith in the living Christ Jesus (Galatians 
3:26), and that you are an heir to the Kingdom of the Heavens. (Romans 
8:17)

Why Jesus Had to Die

42.If Jesus did not die as a ransom, what did he die for? According to 
the Apostle John, Jesus himself said:

“For God loved the world so much that he gave his 
only‑begotten Son, in order that everyone exercising faith in 
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him might not be destroyed but have everlasting life.” – John 
3:16

“Most truly I say to you, He that hears my word and believes 
him that sent me has everlasting life, and he does not come 
into judgment but has passed over from death to life.” – John 
5:24

“For this is the will of my Father, that everyone that beholds 
the Son and exercises faith in him should have everlasting 
life, and I will resurrect him at the last day.” – John 6:40

“Most truly I say to you, He that believes has everlasting 
life.” – John 6:47

“This means everlasting life, their taking in knowledge of 
you, the only true God, and of the one whom you sent forth, 
Jesus Christ.” – John 17:3

43.So, we learn from Jesus’ words that his death was not the catalyst to 
our having everlasting life. While Jesus was yet alive, he granted believers 
the gift of everlasting life. (John 1:11-13) By this, we know the ‘good news 
of the kingdom’ was not that Christ died for us and was resurrected, for 
even before his death, Jesus himself was preaching the good news. And 
so were his apostles who, at the time, did not even comprehend that 
Jesus would die.

“Then he took the twelve aside and said to them: ‘Look! We 
are going up to Jerusalem, and all the things written by means 
of the prophets as to the Son of man will be completed. For 
instance, he will be delivered up to [men of ] the nations and 
will be made fun of and be treated insolently and spit upon; 
and after scourging him they will kill him, but on the third day 
he will rise.’ However, they did not get the meaning of any of 
these things; but this utterance was hidden from them, and 
they were not knowing the things said.” – Luke 18:31-34
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44.Nevertheless, Jesus’ death is important and has profound meaning 
to all mankind. The most obvious reason why Jesus had to die is so 
that he could return to heaven and receive “all authority in heaven and 
on earth” (Matthew 28:18) so that every being would recognize his 
earned universal sovereignty. (Philippians 2:9-10) He could not tarry 
indefinitely on earth.

45.Another reason why Jesus had to die we have already considered: 
to fulfill and complete the Mosaic Law Covenant so that the Jewish 
mind could approach God with a clean conscience. And Jesus’ death has 
a similar benefit to mankind in general.

46.The Mosaic Law Covenant served as a tutor leading the Jews to 
recognize the Christ (Galatians 3:23-25), but it also serves as a tutor 
to other nations who, though not bound to the Law, can peer into the 
Jewish system to likewise recognize the Christ and his importance 
to man. By learning about Christ, all men are able to understand the 
‘sacred secret’ of our true relationship with God and our true destiny. 
(Colossians 1:25-29)

47.It is important to know that even though the Jewish mind required 
a propitiatory sacrifice, it was still the life of Jesus, not his death, that had 
the saving power:

“For if, when we were enemies, we became reconciled to 
God through the death of his Son, much more, now that we 
have become reconciled, we shall be saved by his life. And 
not only that, but we are also exulting in God through our 
Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have now received the 
reconciliation.” – Romans 5:10-11

48.A further reason why Jesus died is to show us the way to our 
heavenly inheritance. Jesus told us:

“I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the 
Father except through me.” – John 14:6
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“Do not let your hearts be troubled. Exercise faith in God, 
exercise faith also in me. In the house of my Father there are 
many abodes. Otherwise, I would have told you, because I 
am going my way to prepare a place for you. Also, if I go my 
way and prepare a place for you, I am coming again and will 
receive you home to myself, that where I am you also may 
be. And where I am going you know the way.” – John 14:1-2

49.And the Apostle Paul explained:

“However, this I say, brothers, that flesh and blood cannot 
inherit God’s kingdom, neither does corruption inherit 
incorruption.” – 1 Corinthians 15:50

50.Thus, in order to inherit the Kingdom of the Heavens, we must 
abandon the flesh through our death. Jesus set a courageous example by 
being the first one from earth to enter the Kingdom of the Heavens:

“Also, he is before all [other] things and by means of him all 
[other] things were made to exist, and he is the head of the 
body, the congregation. He is the beginning, the firstborn 
from the dead, that he might become the one who is first in 
all things.” – Colossians 1:17-18

51.Those who follow Jesus must also undergo a ‘death like his’ through 
baptism:

“Therefore we were buried with him through our baptism into 
his death, in order that, just as Christ was raised up from the 
dead through the glory of the Father, we also should likewise 
walk in a newness of life. For if we have become united with 
him in the likeness of his death, we shall certainly also be 
united with him in the likeness of his resurrection; because 
we know that our old personality was impaled with him, that 
our sinful body might be made inactive, that we should no 
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longer go on being slaves to sin. For he who has died has been 
acquitted from his sin.” – Romans 6:4-7

52.Jesus’ courageous example no doubt empowered his immediate 
followers to lay down their lives for the good news of the kingdom, and 
it likewise empowers those of us today who must also suffer for our 
faith, as well as those who suffer in order to protect the faith and lives of 
others. As Jesus said:

“No one has love greater than this, that someone should 
surrender his soul in behalf of his friends.” – John 15:13

53.As we contemplate the sufferings of Jesus as he offered up his life, 
we are strengthened when we face even the severest hardships of our 
lives, much less at the petty harassments and our many purely fictitious 
grievances. Jesus’ life was so glorious and his death so triumphant that 
we are all enticed to a willingness to share both. There is true drawing 
power in the whole life ministry of Jesus, from the days of his youth to 
the overwhelming spectacle of his death.

54.We pray that we do not look with the eyes of our spiritual 
ancestors who regarded God as a relentless Sovereign of stern justice 
and rigid law‑enforcement. Rather, make sure that you see in Jesus’ death 
the final manifestation of the love and devotion to his life mission to 
mankind. See in the death of the Son of Man the climax of the unfolding 
of the Father’s divine love for his earthly sons, and as a portrayal of the 
devotion of willing affection and voluntary salvation upon those who 
are willing to receive such gifts and devotion. There was nothing about 
Jesus’ humiliating and ignominious death that the Father required. The 
grotesque way in which Jesus was killed was strictly of man’s doing. But 
it was the love of our Creator/Brother who so willingly submitted to it, 
and which he refused to avoid. (Luke 22:42)

55.If one cannot otherwise appreciate Jesus and the meaning of his 
earthly ministry, one can at least comprehend the fellowship of his 
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mortal sufferings. No man can ever fear that our Creator does not know 
the nature or extent of our temporal afflictions. (Hebrews 4:15)

56.Overall, we know that Jesus’ death was not to effect man’s 
reconciliation to God. Our reconciliation occurs as a result of our 
following Jesus’ life and ministry. Instead, Jesus’ death served to free the 
Jews from mental, psychological and spiritual bondage, to set an example 
for us in courageously facing life’s trials while undergoing the baptism 
into death, to stimulate man’s realization of the Father’s eternal love and 
his Son’s unending mercy, and to broadcast these universal truths to a 
whole universe. (Philippians 2:9-10)

57.So, while it is not appropriate to think of Christ Jesus as an actual 
ransomer or redeemer of mankind, it is quite appropriate to view him 
as our Savior.

What Jesus is Doing Now

58.Before the end of Jesus’ earthly ministry, he told his apostles that 
he had to go away but that he would send a helper to be with them in 
his absence:

“These things, however, I did not tell you at first, because 
I was with you. But now I am going to him that sent me, 
and yet not one of you asks me, ‘Where are you going?’ But 
because I have spoken these things to you grief has filled your 
hearts. Nevertheless, I am telling you the truth, It is for your 
benefit I am going away. For if I do not go away, the helper 
will by no means come to you; but if I do go my way, I will 
send him to you.” – John 16:4-7

“However, when that one arrives, the spirit of the truth, he 
will guide you into all the truth, for he will not speak of his 
own impulse, but what things he hears he will speak, and he 
will declare to you the things coming. That one will glorify 
me, because he will receive from what is mine and will 
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declare it to you. All the things that the Father has are mine. 
That is why I said he receives from what is mine and declares 
[it] to you.” – John 16:13-15

59.While Jesus remained on earth, he could only teach those persons 
who were within his physical presence. But by means of the Spirit of 
Truth, which was poured out on ‘every sort of flesh’ (Acts 2:17), Jesus 
could be with each one of us individually throughout the centuries until 
his return. Because the Spirit of Truth speaks only what Jesus declares, 
Jesus is clearly continuing to work on our behalf from his vantage point 
in heaven. Jesus is still active in teaching, communicating and nurturing 
each one of us as he promised. He has taken no break, no time out, 
no vacation, no resting. He is diligently about the Father’s business. He 
needs no successors to represent him on earth:

“Furthermore, many had to become priests [in succession] 
because of being prevented by death from continuing as 
such, but he because of continuing alive forever has his 
priesthood without any successors. Consequently he is 
able also to save completely those who are approaching 
God through him, because he is always alive to plead for 
them.” – Hebrews 7:23-25

60.Even through what we call the ‘dark ages,’ the Spirit of Truth was 
active preserving Jesus’ original teachings, though they were shrouded 
within manmade ideas. If the Spirit of Truth had not been active, the 
good news of the kingdom could not have survived into our day.

61.Though Jesus gave us ‘gifts in men,’ he did not provide an intercessor 
or mediator. He himself continues to be the only one through whom we 
can reach the Father. Remember, too, what Jesus told his apostles:

“Do not let your hearts be troubled. Exercise faith in God, 
exercise faith also in me. In the house of my Father there are 
many abodes. Otherwise, I would have told you, because I 
am going my way to prepare a place for you. Also, if I go my 
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way and prepare a place for you, I am coming again and will 
receive you home to myself, that where I am you also may be. 
And where I am going you know the way.” – John 14:1-4

62.So Jesus is also working with his spiritual organization preparing 
abodes for us, places where we can be received after our resurrection to 
further educate and care for us. As the Creator of our entire universe, 
Jesus has a fully equipped spiritual kingdom getting ready for our arrival. 
Jesus is not alone in the heavens.

63.And when we consider the vastness of our universe, we are 
certain the earth is not his only concern. We are told that he will ‘gather 
together the things in the heavens and the things on the earth to himself.’ 
(Ephesians 1:10) Perhaps there are other inhabited planets that he is 
uplifting and gathering together with us.

64.The Apostle Paul said that Jesus “sat down at the right hand of 
God, from then on awaiting until his enemies should be placed as a stool 
for his feet.” (Hebrews 10:12-13) But we should not interpret that to 
mean that Jesus was just sitting and waiting for someone else to subdue 
his enemies. It is more likely that he is waiting for his enemies to be 
subdued while he continues to work to prepare mankind for his return 
to earth.

65.And, we wondered, how would a ‘Prince of Peace’ defeat or destroy 
his enemies? By turning them into friends! Perhaps what Christ is 
waiting for is for us to complete our ministry of reconciliation by turning 
Christ’s enemies into brothers of the kingdom, thus subduing Christ’s 
enemies. And, of course, Christ is active in this work by means of the 
Spirit of Truth.

66.Finally, just prior to Jesus ascension into heaven:

“And Jesus approached and spoke to them, saying: ‘All 
authority has been given me in heaven and on the earth. 
Go therefore and make disciples of people of all the nations, 
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baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and 
of the holy spirit, teaching them to observe all the things 
I have commanded you. And, look! I am with you all the 
days until the conclusion of the system of things.”– Matthew 
28:18-20

67.By this scripture, we know that Jesus has been ruling as king of 
his kingdom since his resurrection in 33 C.E. As such, we are confident 
that his entire heavenly universe is peaceful and completely subject to his 
sovereignty, and has been so since 33 C.E.

68.It is now our turn to keep in step with the kingdom by teaching the 
things Jesus actually commanded – the actual, authentic, plain and open 
good news of the kingdom.

69.Therefore, all disciples of Jesus, all sons of the Kingdom, all 
ambassadors substituting for Christ must preach the true good news of 
the kingdom until the conclusion of the system. And as we do so, we will 
subdue Christ’s enemies by leading them into the spiritual brotherhood 
of man so that when the Christ makes his second appearance, he will 
indeed “find the faith on the earth.” (Luke 18:8)
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What is God’s Purpose  
for the Earth?

1.The Bible tells us that God created the earth to inhabit life:

“For this is what Jehovah has said, the Creator of the heavens, 
He the [true] God, the Former of the earth and the Maker of 
it, He the One who firmly established it, who did not create 
it simply for nothing, who formed it even to be inhabited: “I 
am Jehovah, and there is no one else.” – Isaiah 45:18

2.The earth is certainly fulfilling that purpose; our planet is teeming 
with life – sea creatures, flying creatures, creatures that walk on the 
earth, and, of course, man. This scripture also tells us that God does 
not create things ‘simply for nothing,’ so we can safely assume that while 
some planets are formed for other purposes, there are many planets that 
were formed to be inhabited like ours, and likely are currently inhabited 
by various forms of life.

3.When we look into our universe, we see billions of planets, all 
spherical like our earth. Thus, we conclude that it is God’s purpose that 
His various living creations would be domiciled on spherical planets 
like earth. We cannot imagine that the angels must perpetually fly. The 
Father is merciful enough to provide roosts for the birds. (Matthew 
8:20) Surely, angels, too, must have planets that were formed for their 
habitation.

4.But earth is not the only home for mankind. Jesus told us:

“In the house of my Father there are many abodes. Otherwise, 
I would have told you, because I am going my way to prepare 
a place for you. Also, if I go my way and prepare a place for 
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you, I am coming again and will receive you home to myself, 
that where I am you also may be.” – John 14:2-3

5.Yes, Jesus is preparing other abodes, other homes or dwelling places, 
for Sons of the Kingdom!

Earth is Not The Paradise of God

6.When Adam and Eve first arrived on earth, they were placed in a 
beautiful garden that came to be known as the Garden of Eden. But it 
was never known as a paradise. Our research reveals that there was a 
specific Hebrew word for “paradise” and it was not used in reference to 
the Garden of Eden.

7.However, the Bible does refer to a place called “paradise” in three 
specific instances:

(1)  As Jesus’ kingdom, the promised destination for those who 
exercised faith:

“And he went on to say: ‘Jesus, remember me when you get 
into your kingdom.’ And he said to him: ‘Truly I tell you 
today, You will be with me in Paradise.’” – Luke 23:42

(2)  As a heavenly place where the Apostle Paul apparently visited:

“Yes, I know such a man – whether in the body or apart from 
the body, I do not know, God knows – that he was caught 
away into paradise and heard unutterable words which it is 
not lawful for a man to speak.” – 2 Corinthians 12:3-4

(3)  And as the heavenly place of God:

“Let the one who has an ear hear what the spirit says to the 
congregations: To him that conquers I will grant to eat of the 
tree of life, which is in the paradise of God.” – Revelation 2:7
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8.Each of these references identify paradise as a place located 
somewhere other than earth. While the earth has the potential to be 
truly beautiful, that would not be the equivalent of a true paradise. We 
are told:

“Eye has not seen and ear has not heard, neither have there 
been conceived in the heart of man the things that God has 
prepared for those who love him.” – 1 Corinthians 2:9

The Restoration of the Earth

9.As shown above, Paradise has never been on the earth, therefore, it 
could not be ‘restored’ to a paradise. However, there are many prophesies 
that point to a time when the earth will be a beautiful paradise‑like 
home. For example, the prophet Isaiah perceived that at a future time, 
the earth would exist in peace and abundance:

“And he will certainly render judgment among the nations 
and set matters straight respecting many peoples. And they 
will have to beat their swords into plowshares and their spears 
into pruning shears. Nation will not lift up sword against 
nation, neither will they learn war anymore.” – Isaiah 2:4

“The wilderness and the waterless region will exult, and the 
desert plain will be joyful and blossom as the saffron . . . . For 
in the wilderness waters will have burst out, and torrents 
in the desert plain. And the heat‑parched ground will have 
become as a reedy pool, and the thirsty ground as springs of 
water.” – Isaiah 35:1, 6-7

“‘And they will certainly build houses and have occupancy; 
and they will certainly plant vineyards and eat [their] fruitage. 
They will not build and someone else have occupancy; they 
will not plant and someone else do the eating. For like the 
days of a tree will the days of my people be; and the work of 
their own hands my chosen ones will use to the full. They 
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will not toil for nothing, nor will they bring to birth for 
disturbance; because they are the offspring made up of the 
blessed ones of Jehovah, and their descendants with them. 
And it will actually occur that before they call out I myself 
shall answer; while they are yet speaking, I myself shall hear. 
The wolf and the lamb themselves will feed as one, and the 
lion will eat straw just like the bull; and as for the serpent, his 
food will be dust. They will do no harm nor cause any ruin in 
all my holy mountain,’ Jehovah has said.” – Isaiah 65:21-25

10.These are beautiful prophecies that will eventually be realized and 
perpetuated forever. As the psalmist wrote:

“The righteous themselves will possess the earth, And they 
will reside forever upon it.” – Psalms 37:29

11.Yes, our troubled planet will someday be healed and will serve as a 
comfortable, enjoyable, and enduring first residence for mankind until 
the time they take up the new heavenly abodes prepared for them by 
Jesus. (John 14:2-3)

12.How the renovation of our planet will be accomplished is a 
question of the ages, from generation to generation. Some believe it will 
be accomplished by an all‑out war where God will send his angels to 
destroy all who oppose God. But that in itself would not change our 
planet into a paradise‑like place. Such a war would more likely devastate 
it and probably leave it in a far worse condition than it is in now. So 
we wonder if maybe Christianity’s current interpretation of the Book of 
Revelation is accurate.

13.But whatever will occur in the future, we are certain that the 
education work Jesus started is an excellent step in the right direction! 
By preaching and teaching the true Good News of the Kingdom, we 
will be expanding the spiritual brotherhood of man right now, turning 
enemies into friends, and thereby changing ‘swords into plowshares and 
spears into pruning shears.’ (Isaiah 2:4) And person by person, we can 
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change the spiritual climate of our world until the Father determines to 
effect another planetary intervention.

Suffering on Earth Will End

14.Suffering is associated with earthly life and arises in proportion to 
the extent to which we and those around us do not know or reject the 
Good News of the Kingdom. Some of our brothers are especially fraught 
with suffering and must endure untold anguish at the hands of those 
who could potentially be our brothers, but have not heard or responded 
to the ministry of reconciliation. (2 Corinthians 5:18-20) Thus we can 
minimize some suffering by spreading this Good News throughout our 
communities.

15.This type of suffering has been the plight of mankind since Adam 
and Eve defaulted in their commission to uplift and subdue our planet. 
(Genesis 1:28) But this detour only delayed the Father’s purposes. There 
has always been hope:

“Consequently I reckon that the sufferings of the present 
season do not amount to anything in comparison with 
the glory that is going to be revealed in us. For the eager 
expectation of the creation is waiting for the revealing of the 
sons of God. For the creation was subjected to futility, not 
by its own will but through him that subjected it, on the 
basis of hope that the creation itself also will be set free from 
enslavement to corruption and have the glorious freedom 
of the children of God. For we know that all creation keeps 
on groaning together and being in pain together until now. 
Not only that, but we ourselves also who have the firstfruits, 
namely, the spirit, yes, we ourselves groan within ourselves, 
while we are earnestly waiting for adoption as sons, the 
release from our bodies by ransom. For we were saved in 
[this] hope; but hope that is seen is not hope, for when a man 
sees a thing, does he hope for it? But if we hope for what we do 
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not see, we keep on waiting for it with endurance.” – Romans 
8:18-25

16.It is by means of our sonship that we will have our freedom from 
all ‘groaning’ and suffering. So while it may take some time for our planet 
to be transformed into a paradise‑like environment, we know that upon 
‘the release from our fleshly bodies,’ all our suffering will end.

Pursuing Paradise

17.Since the true Paradise is in the heavens, only those who pursue 
the heavenly hope will have the privilege of living in it. The Christian 
writings repeatedly counsel us to pursue the heavenly career:

“For we know that if our earthly house, this tent, should 
be dissolved, we are to have a building from God, a house 
not made with hands, everlasting in the heavens. For in this 
dwelling house we do indeed groan, earnestly desiring to put 
on the one for us from heaven.” – 2 Corinthians 5:1-5

“Brothers, I do not yet consider myself as having laid hold 
on [it]; but there is one thing about it: Forgetting the things 
behind and stretching forward to the things ahead. I am 
pursuing down toward the goal of the prize of the upward 
call of God by means of Christ Jesus. Let us, then, as many 
of us as are mature, be of this mental attitude; and if you are 
mentally inclined otherwise in any respect, God will reveal 
the above [attitude] to you.” – Philippians 3:13-15

“For there are many, I used to mention them often but now 
I mention them also with weeping, who are walking as the 
enemies of the torture stake of the Christ, and their finish is 
destruction, and their god is their belly, and their glory consists 
in their shame, and they have their minds upon things of 
the earth. As for us, our citizenship exists in the heavens, 
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from which place also we are eagerly waiting for a savior, 
the Lord Jesus Christ, who will refashion our humiliated 
body to be conformed to his glorious body according to the 
operation of the power that he has, even to subject all things 
to himself.” – Philippians 3:18-21

“We thank God the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ always 
when we pray for you, since we heard of your faith in 
connection with Christ Jesus and the love you have for all 
the holy ones because of the hope that is being reserved 
for you in the heavens. This [hope] you heard of before by 
telling of the truth of that good news which has presented 
itself to you, even as it is bearing fruit and increasing in all the 
world just as [it is doing] also among you, from the day you 
heard and accurately knew the undeserved kindness of God 
in truth.” – Colossians 1:3-6

“If, however, you were raised up with the Christ, go on seeking 
the things above, where the Christ is seated at the right hand 
of God. Keep your minds fixed on the things above not on 
the things upon the earth.” – Colossians 3:1-2

“Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, for 
according to his great mercy he gave us a new birth to a living 
hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, 
to an incorruptible and undefiled and unfading inheritance. It 
is reserved in the heavens for you, who are being safeguarded 
by God’s power through faith for a salvation ready to be 
revealed in the last period of time.” – 1 Peter 1:3-5

18.The message of the Christian Bible writers is clear and decisive. 
There is no room for doubt. As Jesus said:

“Do not let your hearts be troubled. Exercise faith in God, 
exercise faith also in me. In the house of my Father there are 
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many abodes. Otherwise, I would have told you, because I 
am going my way to prepare a place for you. Also if I go my 
way and prepare a place for you, I am coming again and will 
receive you home to myself, that where I am you also may 
be. And where I am going you know the way.” – John 14:1-3

19.Therefore, all who seek to live in the Paradise of God must follow 
the Christ into the heavens as Sons of the Kingdom!
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Chapter 6

What Hope is There for the Dead?

1.The answer to this question is important because it gives the 
greatest glory to the Father’s purpose for man. When we harmonize this 
chapter with the previous chapters, the Father’s love becomes crystal 
clear, unambiguous and undisputed, and man’s greatest fear – the fear of 
personality extinction – dissipates into the wind.

Good News About the Dead

2.Before Jesus arrived, many Jews believed in a literal resurrection, 
or bringing one back from death to life again on earth at a future time 
that they called “the last day.” We know, based on the 11th chapter of the 
Gospel According to John, that Mary and Martha, the sisters of Lazarus, 
believed in such a resurrection.

3.When Lazarus became ill and near death, Mary and Martha sent 
word to their friend Jesus. Jesus was out of town when he received news 
of Lazarus’ illness, and by the time Jesus arrived, Lazarus had died:

“Martha therefore said to Jesus: “Lord, if you had been here 
my brother would not have died. And yet at present I know 
that as many things as you ask God for, God will give you.” 
Jesus said to her: “Your brother will rise.” Martha said to him: 
“I know he will rise in the resurrection on the last day.” – John 
11:21-24

4.Unlike Martha, there were some Jews who did not believe in a 
resurrection. The Sadducees, a prominent religious sect associated with 
the Jewish priesthood, were among those. To them, the resurrection 
was ludicrous. On a prior occasion, they attempted to ridicule 
Jesus by presenting a convoluted story in order to demonstrate the 
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unreasonableness of the resurrection. (Mark 12:15-23) In reply, Jesus 
said to them:

“Is not this why you are mistaken, your not knowing either the 
Scriptures or the power of God? For when they rise from the 
dead, neither do men marry nor are women given in marriage, 
but are as angels in the heavens.” – Mark 12:23-25

5.Jesus was educating them as to the resurrection, namely that it was 
not a bringing back to life of a human body, but a bringing back to life of 
the personality of the deceased person in a new body, a body like that of 
the angels. Jesus further emphasized the certainty of the resurrection:

“But concerning the dead, that they are raised up, did you 
not read in the book of Moses, in the account about the 
thornbush, how God said to him, ‘I am the God of Abraham 
and God of Isaac and God of Jacob’? He is a God, not of 
the dead, but of the living. You are much mistaken.” – Mark 
12:23-27

6.Jesus explained that though Abraham, Isaac and Jacob had died, 
God viewed them as alive because their resurrection was assured; it was 
guaranteed. If there was to be no resurrection of the dead, then God 
would not view them as living. Their lives would have been over, finished, 
with no hope.

7.It is true that when Jesus resurrected Lazarus, he brought him 
back to life in his previous human body. But the resurrection of Lazarus 
was not the type of resurrection Jesus promised his followers. The 
resurrection of Lazarus had a particular purpose.

“Therefore his sisters dispatched word to him, saying: “Lord, 
see! the one for whom you have affection is sick.” But when 
Jesus heard it he said: This sickness is not with death as its 
object, but is for the glory of God, in order that the Son of 
God may be glorified through it.” – John 11:4
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8.Yes, Lazarus’ resurrection was to demonstrate the power of God, to 
show that the Son of God had the authority even to bring life back into 
a body. We also know Lazarus’ death was not the type of resurrection 
Jesus promised because Lazarus eventually died again, likely of the same 
illness that took his life the first time.

9As to the resurrection Jesus promised, speaking again to Martha, 
Jesus said:

“I am the resurrection and the life. He that exercises faith in 
me, even though he dies, will come to life; and everyone that 
is living and exercises faith in me will never die at all. Do you 
believe this?” She said to him: “Yes, Lord; I have believed that 
you are the Christ the Son of God, the One coming into the 
world.” – John 11:24-27

10.Those who die as followers of Christ are assured a resurrection, 
just as sure as the resurrections of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. And at a 
particular time in the future, Jesus said that those who exercise faith in 
him who are alive would not die at all. This was a promise of everlasting 
life, unlike Lazarus’ resurrection, though we have every reason to believe 
that when Lazarus is resurrected in the future, he will attain the true 
resurrection.

11.Jesus openly and repeatedly taught that those who exercised 
faith in him, while they were still alive, were given everlasting life – a 
resurrection guarantee:

“Most truly I say to you, He that believes has everlasting 
life.” – John 6:47

“This means everlasting life, their taking in knowledge of 
you, the only true God, and of the one whom you sent forth, 
Jesus Christ.” – John 17:3
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“Most truly I say to you, He that hears my word and believes 
him that sent me has everlasting life, and he does not come 
into judgment but has passed over from death to life.” – John 
5:24

“And this is the witness given, that God gave us everlasting 
life, and this life is in his Son. He that has the Son has this 
life; he that does not have the Son of God does not have this 
life. I write you these things that you may know that you have 
life everlasting, you who put your faith in the name of the Son 
of God.” 1 John 5:11-13

12.All those who die in union with Jesus Christ, the Father views 
as living. Though they will sleep in death for a time, they have a 
guarantee that they will live again, but not in a strife‑torn world, nor 
in a corruptible body. They will get a hold on the real life – life in the 
heavenly kingdom!

“Give orders to those who are rich in the present system of 
things not to be high‑minded, and to rest their hope, not on 
uncertain riches, but on God, who furnishes us all things 
richly for our enjoyment; to work at good, to be rich in fine 
works, to be liberal, ready to share, safely treasuring up for 
themselves a fine foundation for the future, in order that they 
may get a firm hold on the real life.” – 1 Timothy 6:17-19

13.This is the good news about the dead. For those who exercise 
faith, death is temporary and unfolds into the glorious eternal heavenly 
career.

The Condition of the Dead

14.In order to understand the condition of the dead, we should first 
consider the condition of the living. The human being is a composite 
of various component parts: a body, a mind, a personality, and the 
indwelling divine spirit of the Father.
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15.The body was formed from the elements of the earth and is actuated 
by the breath of life, just as are the animals. We learn in Genesis:

“And Jehovah God proceeded to form the man out of dust 
from the ground and to blow into his nostrils the breath of 
life, and the man came to be a living soul.” – Genesis 2:7

16.Our brain is a part of our body. It itself does not think; it is simply 
an organ – like our liver, heart, and lungs are organs. The function of the 
brain is to collect, sort and store data. It is different from the mind.

17.The mind remains an unexplained phenomena that reacts to the 
external and internal stimuli received and processed by the brain. It is 
the thinking part of man that experiences consciousness – the ability 
to know and be known. The mind accesses the data stored in the brain 
and has the ability to reason, learn and profit from experiences; thus, the 
mind has creative potential.

18.Animals have limited mind function; they cannot experience the 
higher aspects of mind, such as the capacity for spirit receptivity, and the 
ability to worship.

“Yet these [men] are speaking abusively of all the things they 
really do not know; but all the things that they do understand 
naturally like the unreasoning animals, in these things they 
go on corrupting themselves.” – Jude 1:10

19.The personality is a unique gift from the Father. No two 
personalities are exactly alike. In the resurrection, when we are raised 
in a new body, it is our personality that survives and that identifies us. 
Whereas mind can recognize another person, personality determines 
how to relate to and communicate with that person. Personality is 
endowed with morality and is the part of man that makes the decisions 
as to how to respond to moral opportunities and dilemmas:
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“For if we have become united with him in the likeness of 
his death, we shall certainly also be [united with him in the 
likeness] of his resurrection; because we know that our old 
personality was impaled with [him], that our sinful body 
might be made inactive, that we should no longer go on being 
slaves to sin. For he who has died has been acquitted from 
[his] sin.” – Romans 6:5-6

20.A good example of the difference between mind and personality 
is when two people observe the same event, but come away with two 
different interpretations of what happened. Both minds see the event and 
process the data surrounding the event. But the divergent personalities 
characterize and color the meaning of the event and determine how to 
relate to it.

21.Personality is the part of us with the ability to choose to do or not 
do the divine will.

“Do not be lying to one another. Strip off the old personality 
with its practices, and clothe yourselves with the new 
[personality], which through accurate knowledge is being 
made new according to the image of the One who created 
it.” – Colossians 3:9-10

“But you did not learn the Christ to be so, provided, indeed, 
that you heard him and were taught by means of him, just as 
truth is in Jesus, that you should put away the old personality 
which conforms to your former course of conduct and which 
is being corrupted according to his deceptive desires; but 
that you should be made new in the force actuating your 
mind, and should put on the new personality which was 
created according to God’s will in true righteousness and 
loyalty.” – Ephesians 4:20-24

22.Accordingly, our personality is our authentic self. The part of us 
we are referring to when we say “I” or “me.” It is the part of us that wants 
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to live on forever; the part that we so desperately seek to preserve alive. 
Personality survival is the impetus for memorial services, monuments, 
memorial tombs, and the like. It is the part that we, unknowingly, plead 
for God to hold on to, as did certain Bible writers:

“Do remember me, O my God, concerning this, and do not 
wipe out my acts of loving‑kindness that I have performed in 
connection with the house of my God and the guardianship 
of it.” – Nehemiah 13:14

“At that time those in fear of Jehovah spoke with one another, 
each one with his companion, and Jehovah kept paying 
attention and listening. And a book of remembrance began 
to be written up before him for those in fear of Jehovah and 
for those thinking upon his name.” – Malachi 3:16

“And he went on to say: “Jesus, remember me when you get 
into your kingdom.” And he said to him: “Truly I tell you 
today, You will be with me in Paradise.” – Luke 23:42-43

23.And finally, the human is endowed with the indwelling spirit 
fragment of the Father.

“Do you not know that you people are God’s temple, and that 
the spirit of God dwells in you?” – 1 Corinthians 3:16

“What! Do you not know that the body of you people is [the] 
temple of the holy spirit within you, which you have from 
God?” – 1 Corinthians 6:19

24.This is the actual presence of the Father that indwells our minds. It 
is the “force actuating our minds.” Our personality is developed through 
the united function of the mind and this indwelling spirit of the Father.

25.Having identified the parts that make up the living human being, 
we can determine the condition of the human being when he dies.
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26.The body is part of the earth, so at death it returns to the earth; it 
does not go to heaven:

“In the sweat of your face you will eat bread until you return 
to the ground, for out of it you were taken. For dust you are 
and to dust you will return.” – Genesis 3:19

27.The mind, the seat of consciousness, ceases to function at death:

“For the living are conscious that they will die; but as for 
the dead, they are conscious of nothing at all, neither do 
they anymore have wages, because the remembrance of them 
has been forgotten. Also, their love and their hate and their 
jealousy have already perished, and they have no portion 
anymore to time indefinite in anything that has to be done 
under the sun.” – Ecclesiastes 9:5-6

28.The indwelling spirit leaves the dead body and returns to the 
Father:

“His spirit goes out, he goes back to his ground; In that day 
his thoughts do perish.” – Psalms 146:4

“Then the dust returns to the earth just as it happened to 
be and the spirit itself returns to the [true] God who gave 
it.” – Ecclesiastes 12:7

29.That leaves only the personality, the identity of the person. We 
learn that the personality is recorded in God’s Book of Remembrance, 
the Book of Life. (Malachi 3:16; Revelation 20:15)

30.These facts conclusively show that at death there is no tormenting 
nor any hellfire for those who are disapproved. Tormenting requires a 
body to sense pain, a consciousness to be aware of the punishment, an a 
personality that can understand why it is being tortured. Further, eternal 
torment requires the person be gifted with everlasting life. But we know 
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that everlasting life is a gift from God to those exercising faith in Jesus 
Christ. No, the penalty for failure to exercise faith and choosing to do 
the Father’s will is personality extinction, non‑existence, nothing more:

“For the wages sin pays is death, but the gift God gives is 
everlasting life by Christ Jesus our Lord.” – Romans 6:23

31.And from the information in Chapter 2, we know that God is 
loving, even the personification of love and therefore could have no part 
in tormenting his children. If we read scriptures that seem to indicate 
that the Father would engage in such unimaginable conduct, the reader 
must consider the context. Is it an illustration, a parable? Is it a tool 
used to explain matters to the Jewish mind? Or could it result from a 
failure to properly understand the words in the scripture? This type of 
examination will clear up the matter and uphold the Father’s love and 
mercy.

The Gift of Life

32.The Father’s provision for life is generous. We read:

“For God loved the world so much that he gave his 
only‑begotten Son, in order that everyone exercising faith in 
him might not be destroyed but have everlasting life.” – John 
3:16

“For this is the will of my Father, that everyone that beholds 
the Son and exercises faith in him should have everlasting 
life, and I will resurrect him at the last day.” – John 6:40

“Jehovah is not slow respecting his promise, as some people 
consider slowness, but he is patient with you because he does 
not desire any to be destroyed but desires all to attain to 
repentance.” – 2 Peter 3:9
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33.Even those who have doctrinal errors, but have faith in God and in 
Christ can be saved:

“For no man can lay any other foundation than what is 
laid, which is Jesus Christ. Now if anyone builds on the 
foundation gold, silver, precious stones, wood materials, hay, 
stubble, each one’s work will become manifest, for the day will 
show it up, because it will be revealed by means of fire; and 
the fire itself will prove what sort of work each one’s is. If 
anyone’s work that he has built on it remains, he will receive 
a reward; if anyone’s work is burned up, he will suffer loss, 
but he himself will be saved; yet, if so, [it will be] as through 
fire.” – 1 Corinthians 3:11-15

34.And though we are told that the road leading to life is narrow 
(Matthew 7:13-14), based on the above scriptures, we know it is certainly 
wide enough for all those who desire life.

35.Finally, Jesus said:

“Do not marvel at this, because the hour is coming in 
which all those in the memorial tombs will hear his voice 
and come out, those who did good things to a resurrection 
of life, those who practiced vile things to a resurrection of 
judgment.” – John 5:28-29

36.And the Apostle Paul stated:

“I have hope toward God, which hope these [men] themselves 
also entertain, that there is going to be a resurrection of both 
the righteous and the unrighteous.” – Acts 24:15

37.Clearly, there may be many more people resurrected than we 
would think. So it is unwise to make a definitive statement as to who 
will not be resurrected. But we can say that those who exercise faith in 
Christ are assured a resurrection. We can take it for granted (yes, we 
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said take it for granted) that all sons of the Kingdom will be resurrected. 
As sons, we can then focus on our service to mankind, the ministry of 
reconciliation (1 Corinthians 5:18-20), and help others gain their own 
survival guarantee.

What the Resurrection Tells Us About God

38.The resurrection tells us that our continued existence is important 
to the Father. It tells us that the Father has more in store for us than 
living a normal human life on earth – marrying, having children, getting 
a job, and amusing ourselves with various forms of entertainment.

“Eye has not seen and ear has not heard, neither have there 
been conceived in the heart of man the things that God has 
prepared for those who love him.” – 1 Corinthians 2:9

39.When we think of what must be involved in bringing back to life 
the personalities of millions, maybe billions, of people and creating new 
incorruptible bodies for them, and the number of angelic and spirit 
personalities that must be involved in such an undertaking, we are 
humbled at the realization that we are such a major and central part of 
the Father’s universal purpose.

40.Overall, the resurrection assures us of the Father’s endless love, 
His divine mercy, His infinite wisdom, His unequaled generosity, His 
enduring patience, His inherent righteousness, His eternal foresight, 
His absolute power, His ultimate supremacy, His everlasting goodness, 
and His undisputed justice. Amen.



76

Chapter 7

What is The Kingdom  
of the Heavens?

1.From the beginning, understanding the Kingdom of God has been 
a challenge. Even though the Kingdom was introduced by the Christ 
himself, his disciples and even his apostles had trouble understanding it. 
Initially, being all Jews, they believed the Messiah would be a savior and 
deliverer for Israel alone who would end the gentile rule, regenerate the 
Jewish nation as God’s chosen people, and rule as the Kingdom of God 
over the earth from the throne of David. Jesus spent over three years 
teaching and instructing them, but their expectations did not change. 
(Luke 19:11; 24:21). Even after his death, their national hopes were 
still alive:

“When, now, they had assembled, they went asking him: ‘Lord, 
are you restoring the kingdom to Israel at this time.’” – Acts 1:6

2.These faithful men did not understand that the Kingdom of God 
is not an earthly kingdom and does not favor a particular race or people. 
That simply was not in their world view. But as time passed, they began 
to more clearly understand it.

3.Christians today who want to understand the Kingdom of God 
must focus on how Jesus explained the Kingdom, not on how the 
ancient Jews explained it. When we reach back to the ‘old wine,’ our 
understanding will be veiled. (2 Corinthians 3:15) If, instead, we look 
to the ‘new wine’ as contained in the Christian scriptures, we will come 
to a more clear understanding of the Kingdom and be better equipped 
ambassadors of it.
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God’s Kingdom

4.Because of the use of the word “kingdom,” many view God’s 
Kingdom as a government similar to the types of governments we are 
familiar with on earth. But Jesus taught that the Kingdom of God is 
unlike any kingdom we have ever known:

“My kingdom is no part of this world. If my kingdom were 
a part of this world, my attendants would have fought that 
I should not be delivered up to the Jews. But, as it is, my 
kingdom is not from this source.” – John 18:36

5.If the Kingdom Jesus taught about was like earthly kingdoms, 
his heavenly attendants would have fought to the death to prevent the 
capture and death of their king. That did not occur. Jesus was quite 
willing to subject himself to the hands of his enemies and would not 
allow even his earthly followers to interfere with that.

“But, look! one of those with Jesus reached out his hand and 
drew his sword and struck the slave of the high priest and 
took off his ear. Then Jesus said to him: “Return your sword 
to its place, for all those who take the sword will perish by the 
sword. Or do you think that I cannot appeal to my Father 
to supply me at this moment more than twelve legions of 
angels?” – Matthew 26:51-53

6.This tells us that the Kingdom of God does not subdue its enemies 
by carnal warfare, nor can it be defeated by carnal warfare. It is “not 
from this source,” meaning it does not originate or operate like earthly 
kingdoms. The Kingdom of God is a new idea, an ennobling concept, 
an elevated view of dominion that affects the heart of man, the mind of 
man, the spirit of man, not just his body.

7.The Kingdom of God revealed by Jesus is the realization and 
acknowledgment of God’s rule within the hearts of men. It is a spiritual 
brotherhood whose power exists not in the strength of armies or the 
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might of riches, but in the glory of the divine spirit that rules in the 
hearts of its reborn citizens.

“But on being asked by the Pharisees when the kingdom of 
God was coming, he answered them and said: “The kingdom 
of God is not coming with striking observableness, neither 
will people be saying, ‘See here!’ or, ‘There!’ For, look! the 
kingdom of God is in your midst.” – Luke 17:20

8.Other translations express it this way:

“the kingdom of God is within you.” – The New International 
Version

“the kingdom of God is in the midst of you.” – Revised 
Standard Version

“God’s kingdom is already among you.” – Common English 
Bible

9.But if Jesus was saying that the Kingdom is within us, why would 
he say that to the Pharisees? Had he not denounced them as hypocrites? 
Yes he had, but there are a few things we must remember about Jesus’ 
ministry.

10.First, not all the Pharisees were against Jesus; many became 
believers and later were prominent members of the Jerusalem Christian 
congregation. (Acts 15:5) In fact, many were secret believers in him as 
was Nicodemus.

“Now there was a man of the Pharisees, Nicodemus was his 
name, a ruler of the Jews. This one came to him in the night 
and said to him: “Rabbi, we know that you as a teacher have 
come from God; for no one can perform these signs that you 
perform unless God is with him.” – John 3:1-2
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11.So we cannot say that Jesus could not have been telling certain 
Pharisees that the Kingdom was within them.

12.And we know that at least one of the scribes was a believer:

“Now one of the scribes that had come up and heard them 
disputing, knowing that he had answered them in a fine 
way, asked him: “Which commandment is first of all?” Jesus 
answered: “The first is, ‘Hear, O Israel, Jehovah our God is one 
Jehovah, and you must love Jehovah your God with your whole 
heart and with your whole soul and with your whole mind and 
with your whole strength.’ The second is this, ‘You must love 
your neighbor as yourself.’ There is no other commandment 
greater than these.” The scribe said to him: “Teacher, you well 
said in line with truth, ‘He is One, and there is no other than 
He’; and this loving him with one’s whole heart and with 
one’s whole understanding and with one’s whole strength and 
this loving one’s neighbor as oneself is worth far more than 
all the whole burnt offerings and sacrifices.” At this Jesus, 
discerning he had answered intelligently, said to him: “You 
are not far from the kingdom of God.” But nobody had the 
courage anymore to question him.” – Mark 12:28-34

13.Further, the idea that the Kingdom would exercise its authority in 
the hearts of men is indicated in one of Jeremiah’s prophesies:

“For this is the covenant that I shall conclude with the house 
of Israel after those days,” is the utterance of Jehovah. “I will 
put my law within them, and in their heart I shall write 
it. And I will become their God, and they themselves will 
become my people.” – Jeremiah 31:33

14.While it seems appropriate to call it a Kingdom or a divine 
government, it is truly more of a brotherhood – a family or a 
fraternity – where God is our Father, and we are all brothers. It is the 
experience of the spiritual relationship between God and man, and 
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man with each other. We might liken entrance into the Kingdom of the 
Heavens to acceptance into a professional association, like an attorney 
who passes the State Bar or a doctor who acquires his medical license. 
From that point on, they are a part of their unique communities and are 
subject to higher standards of behavior, though they live and interact in 
the same world as everyone else.

15.Jesus’ concept of the Kingdom has a double nature. He taught that 
the Kingdom of God on earth would be accomplished by the doing of 
the will of God on earth; whereas the Kingdom of God in heaven is the 
ever‑present reality that believers can share in the future where the will 
of God is done more divinely.

“You must pray, then, this way: ‘Our Father in the heavens, let 
your name be sanctified. Let your kingdom come. Let your 
will take place, as in heaven, also upon earth.” – Matthew 6:9

“Do not let your hearts be troubled. Exercise faith in God, 
exercise faith also in me. In the house of my Father there are 
many abodes. Otherwise, I would have told you, because I 
am going my way to prepare a place for you. Also if I go my 
way and prepare a place for you, I am coming again and will 
receive you home to myself, that where I am you also may 
be. And where I am going you know the way.” – John 14:1-3

16.Unfortunately, by describing the Kingdom of God as a government, 
the early Christians found themselves in direct conflict with the Roman 
government. Much of the persecution of early Christians originated 
from this misconception more than from their faith in Christ Jesus. And 
this misnomer continues to cause problems for Christians today.

17.By referring to the Kingdom of God as a coming government that 
will engage in carnal warfare with worldly governments, the Christian 
message appears to be a threat to national sovereignty. We create our 
own persecution when we advance theories such as these.
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18.The truth is that the Kingdom of God will enhance the citizenry of 
any and every nation and government which will naturally create better 
living conditions for all who hear and exercise faith in the message, and 
enter into the spiritual brotherhood. In this way, the enemies of Christ 
are subdued, ‘not by a military force, nor by power, but by my spirit.’ 
(Zechariah 4:6)

Jesus as “King”

19.Yes, we could say that Jesus is the king of the Kingdom of God. But 
it would be more accurate to say that he is the elder brother in the family 
of God. He is our exemplar:

“Then Jesus said to his disciples: “If anyone wants to come 
after me, let him disown himself and pick up his torture stake 
and continually follow me.” – Matthew 16:24

“Jesus said to him: “I am the way and the truth and the life. 
No one comes to the Father except through me.” – John 14:6

20.He is commissioned by our Father to bring us to perfection:

“So, then, because we have so great a cloud of witnesses 
surrounding us, let us also put off every weight and the sin 
that easily entangles us, and let us run with endurance the 
race that is set before us, as we look intently at the Chief 
Agent and Perfecter of our faith, Jesus. For the joy that 
was set before him he endured a torture stake, despising 
shame, and has sat down at the right hand of the throne of 
God.” – Hebrews 12:2

21.And he is generous and shares his inheritance with us:

“The spirit itself bears witness with our spirit that we are 
God’s children. If, then, we are children, we are also heirs: heirs 
indeed of God, but joint heirs with Christ, provided we suffer 



82

What is The Kingdom of the Heavens? 

together that we may also be glorified together.” – Romans 
8:16-17

22.Jesus is a qualified and well‑equipped elder brother who deals with 
us as would our heavenly Father:

“He is the reflection of [his] glory and the exact representation 
of his very being, and he sustains all things by the word 
of his power; and after he had made a purification for our 
sins he sat down on the right hand of the Majesty in lofty 
places.” – Hebrews 1:3

23.By means of his earthly sojourn, Jesus knows and understands his 
earthly brothers and can act in a priestly capacity (Malachi 2:7) as a 
sympathetic teacher and administrator:

“Seeing, therefore, that we have a great high priest who has 
passed through the heavens, Jesus the Son of God, let us hold 
onto [our] confessing of [him]. For we have as high priest, 
not one who cannot sympathize with our weaknesses, but 
one who has been tested in all respects like ourselves, but 
without sin. Let us, therefore, approach with freeness of 
speech to the throne of undeserved kindness, that we may 
obtain mercy and find undeserved kindness for help at the 
right time.” – Hebrews 4:14-16

24.But Jesus is more than a mere king, and more than our elder 
brother. He is, in fact, our Creator by the Father’s will:

“He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all 
creation; because by means of him all [other] things were 
created in the heavens and upon the earth, the things visible 
and the things invisible, no matter whether they are thrones 
or lordships or governments or authorities. All [other] things 
have been created through him and for him.” – Colossians 
1:15-16
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Jesus’ Administration

25.After Jesus was resurrected, and just prior to him being taken up 
into heaven, he told his disciples:

“All authority has been given me in heaven and on the 
earth. Go therefore and make disciples of people of all the 
nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the 
Son and of the holy spirit, teaching them to observe all the 
things I have commanded you. And, look! I am with you all the 
days until the conclusion of the system of things.” – Matthew 
28-18:20

26.So at that time, in 33 C.E., Jesus was given sovereignty over the 
Kingdom of God in heaven and as it develops on earth. Are we then to 
assume that he was ruling his entire universe alone? Of course not! He has 
myriads of attendants who were working with him prior to his bestowal 
on earth (John 18:36) and ‘legions of angels.’ (Matthew 26:53) Every 
living things in our universe was created by the Christ long, long ago. He 
surely created beings that are part of his administrative and executive 
staff, beings far superior in knowledge, wisdom and understanding than 
man.

27.Also, while on earth, Jesus said that he was going away to prepare 
places for us in heaven. (John 14:2-4) Is he doing this preparation work 
all alone? Hardly! Knowing that Christ Jesus is perfect and complete, 
we have no doubt that his administration is now, always has been, and 
always will be fully staffed, lacking nothing and no one.

28.However, we know that the book of Revelation refers to a special 
administration of certain ones who will rule with Christ during a 1,000 
year period.

“And they sing a new song, saying: “You are worthy to take 
the scroll and open its seals, because you were slaughtered 
and with your blood you bought persons for God out of every 
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tribe and tongue and people and nation, and you made them 
to be a kingdom and priests to our God, and they are to 
rule as kings over the earth.” – Revelation 5:9-10

“And I saw thrones, and there were those who sat down 
on them, and power of judging was given them. Yes, I saw 
the souls of those executed with the ax for the witness they 
bore to Jesus and for speaking about God, and those who 
had worshiped neither the wild beast nor its image and who 
had not received the mark upon their forehead and upon 
their hand. And they came to life and ruled as kings with 
the Christ for a thousand years. (The rest of the dead did 
not come to life until the thousand years were ended.) This 
is the first resurrection. Happy and holy is anyone having 
part in the first resurrection; over these the second death 
has no authority, but they will be priests of God and of the 
Christ, and will rule as kings with him for the thousand 
years.” – Revelation 20:4-6

29.Since this is prophecy, we are not certain who these individual 
will be. There are differing interpretations of these verses and who are 
represented. Some of us may be among that number, but it appears 
that most of us will not. We recall an account where certain apostles of 
Jesus asked him to appoint them to certain positions in the Kingdom of 
God:

“Then the mother of the sons of Zebedee approached him 
with her sons, doing obeisance and asking for something from 
him. He said to her: “What do you want?” She said to him: 
“Give the word that these my two sons may sit down, one at 
your right hand and one at your left, in your kingdom.” Jesus 
said in answer: “You men do not know what you are asking 
for. Can you drink the cup that I am about to drink?” They 
said to him: “We can.” He said to them: “You will indeed drink 
my cup, but this sitting down at my right hand and at my 
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left is not mine to give, but it belongs to those for whom it 
has been prepared by my Father.” – Matthew 20:20-23

30.Since Jesus did not know, we do not suspect we will have prior 
knowledge of it either, at least not until the Father elects to specifically 
reveal it. But this is not at all bad news for us faith‑sons of God. We 
suspect that when we begin the heavenly assent to the Father, our hearts 
will be focused on going forward. While some may have assignments 
that deal with the earth, but we suspect that the vast majority of us will 
be going on to bigger and better things:

“Eye has not seen and ear has not heard, neither have there 
been conceived in the heart of man the things that God has 
prepared for those who love him.” – 1 Corinthians 2:9

The Authority of Jesus

31.As Jesus said at Matthew 28:18, ‘all authority had been given him 
in heaven and on earth’ upon his resurrection in 33 C.E. As such, we 
suspect that the heavens were cleaned out at that time. There would be 
no adversary of Christ in heaven after he gained full sovereignty over the 
universe.

32.However, some point to a prophecy in Revelation that states that 
‘the great dragon, the original serpent, the one called Devil, and Satan, 
and all his angels’ will be ousted from heaven:

“And war broke out in heaven: Michael and his angels battled 
with the dragon, and the dragon and its angels battled but it 
did not prevail, neither was a place found for them any longer 
in heaven. So down the great dragon was hurled, the original 
serpent, the one called Devil and Satan, who is misleading the 
entire inhabited earth; he was hurled down to the earth, and 
his angels were hurled down with him. And I heard a loud 
voice in heaven say: “Now have come to pass the salvation and 
the power and the kingdom of our God and the authority 
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of his Christ, because the accuser of our brothers has been 
hurled down, who accuses them day and night before our 
God! . . . On this account be glad, you heavens and you who 
reside in them! Woe for the earth and for the sea, because the 
Devil has come down to you, having great anger, knowing he 
has a short period of time.” – Revelation 12:7-10, 12

33.Most look at that prophesy as an event that would occur at least 
some time after the writer John’s death. But John was also told that the 
things he was to record included things that had already happened, 
things that were happening then, as well as things that would happen 
in the future:

“Therefore write down the things you saw, and the things that 
are and the things that will take place after these.” – Revelation 
1:19

34.This is one reason why we view it as unwise to place our eternal 
hopes on the book of Revelation. We cannot be sure which things are 
truly in our future! But our point is that the great dragon may have 
been ousted from heaven in 33 C.E., which could explain the intense 
persecution of the first century Christians, “the remaining ones of her 
seed, who observe the commandments of God and have the work of 
bearing witness to Jesus.” (Revelation 12:17) But, again, this is prophecy 
and just one way to look at an interpretation.

The Blessings of God’s Kingdom

35.Jesus put it simply:

“You must pray, then, this way: ‘Our Father in the heavens, let 
your name be sanctified. Let your kingdom come. Let your will 
take place, as in heaven, also upon earth.” – Matthew 6:9

36.The Kingdom would accomplish the Father’s will on earth in the 
same way as it is being done in heaven, but what is God’s will?
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“For this is the will of my Father, that everyone that beholds 
the Son and exercises faith in him should have everlasting life, 
and I will resurrect him at the last day.” – John 6:40

“For he foreordained us to the adoption through Jesus Christ 
as sons to himself, according to the good pleasure of his 
will.” – Ephesians 1:5

“This is fine and acceptable in the sight of our Savior, God, 
whose will is that all sorts of men should be saved and come 
to an accurate knowledge of truth.” – 1 Timothy 2:3-4

37.The will of the Father is that all men come to know that they are 
His children – the sacred secret of our adoption! The Kingdom of God 
on earth develops men and women into spiritual faith‑sons of the Father 
and fosters their desire to serve their fellow man as brothers and sisters. 
It creates a united family of mankind from the small beginnings of Jesus 
and his apostles:

“Another illustration he set before them, saying: “The kingdom 
of the heavens is like a mustard grain, which a man took and 
planted in his field; which is, in fact, the tiniest of all the 
seeds, but when it has grown it is the largest of the vegetables 
and becomes a tree, so that the birds of heaven come and find 
lodging among its branches.” Another illustration he spoke 
to them: “The kingdom of the heavens is like leaven, which 
a woman took and hid in three large measures of flour, until 
the whole mass was fermented.” – Matthew 13:31-33

38.We are a confused planet of diverse opinions, adverse interests, 
false hopes, ignorant plans, and misplaced loyalties. The Kingdom of 
God can and will unite all mankind in a loving brotherhood that honors 
the Father, yet encourages the manifestation of our uniqueness and the 
expression of our free will.
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39.It is by means of the Kingdom of God that mankind finds its true 
identity and destiny. And when that occurs, so many of our manifold 
problems will dissipate as we focus on getting a hold of the real life – life 
in the heavens.

“Give orders to those who are rich in the present system of 
things not to be high‑minded, and to rest their hope, not on 
uncertain riches, but on God, who furnishes us all things 
richly for our enjoyment; to work at good, to be rich in fine 
works, to be liberal, ready to share, safely treasuring up for 
themselves a fine foundation for the future, in order that they 
may get a firm hold on the real life.” – 1 Timothy 6:17-19

40.Finally, the Kingdom of God is the means by which God reconciles 
all things to Himself, until even the sleep of death is nor more.

“Next, the end, when he hands over the kingdom to his God 
and Father, when he has brought to nothing all government 
and all authority and power. For he must rule as king until 
[God] has put all enemies under his feet. As the last enemy, 
death is to be brought to nothing. For [God] “subjected all 
things under his feet.” But when he says that ‘all things have 
been subjected,’ it is evident that it is with the exception of 
the one who subjected all things to him. But when all things 
will have been subjected to him, then the Son himself will 
also subject himself to the One who subjected all things to 
him, that God may be all things to everyone.” – 1 Corinthians 
15:24-28

41.After all is said and done, we must remember that the Kingdom 
of God is not ours. It is not given to man to change it to our own liking 
or to conform it to our limited finite understanding. We are just its 
ambassadors. We are to preach it exactly as Jesus taught it, to the best of 
our ability.
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Why Does God Allow  
Evil and Suffering?

1.The question of why God permits evil and suffering is a question 
of the ages. Early in our development, mankind wondered how evil and 
suffering could exist in a world created by a perfect God. In answer to 
that question, we were given a simplified explanation that satisfied early 
man. However, when Jesus appeared on earth, his ministry created a 
new dilemma. He explained that our God is not only perfect, but He 
is a God of Love, even the very personification of love. (1 John 4:8) 
And if He is love, He is pure goodness. Consequently, the elementary 
doctrines given to man in his early stage of development are no longer 
satisfactory to modern thinking man, especially to the faith sons of God 
who are developing spiritual vision and insight. We are now faced with 
the challenge of harmonizing a God of Love with the reality of evil and 
suffering.

2.Yet such a harmonizing is not difficult. But it does require that we 
first understand what evil is, and how evil differs from sin and iniquity. 
When we have reached that plateau of understanding, the eternal 
purpose of the Father becomes sharper and clearer in our minds. Our 
self dignity is elevated and we find peace in our temporal existence on 
earth. God is love. (1 John 4:8) God is good. (Luke 18:19) And man is 
His most prized possession.

“For God loved the world so much that he gave his 
only‑begotten Son, in order that everyone exercising faith in 
him might not be destroyed but have everlasting life.” – John 
3:16
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How Evil Began

3.In order to answer this question, we must first define evil, sin and 
iniquity. We know that our definition might be different from what one 
has heretofore understood. But if you are patient with our explanation, 
you will understand why we defined these three terms as we do.

4.“Evil” is the unconscious or unintended transgression of divine law, 
the Father’s will. It is the measure of the imperfection of obedience to 
the Father’s will.

5.“Sin” is the conscious, knowing and deliberate transgression of 
divine law, the Father’s will. It is the measure of our unwillingness to be 
divinely led and spiritually directed.

6.“Iniquity” is the willful, determined, and persistent transgression 
of the divine law, the Father’s will. It is the measure of the continued 
rejection of the Father’s loving plan of survival and the Son’s merciful 
ministry of salvation.

7.They are related in this way: evil unchecked leads to sin, and 
persistent sin eventuates in iniquity. We can illustrate it this way: It is 
the Father’s will that a man stick to his wife and they become one flesh.

“However, from [the] beginning of creation ‘He made them 
male and female. On this account a man will leave his father 
and mother, and the two will be one flesh’; so that they are no 
longer two, but one flesh. Therefore what God yoked together 
let no man put apart.” – Mark 10:6-9

8.If a married man begins to desire another woman, he has turned 
away from the divine will. This would constitute an evil act. He has 
not committed the conscious deliberate act of adultery, but he has 
nevertheless transgressed the divine will by refusing to be led by the spirit 
which tells him to desire only his wife. Evil is considered unconscious and 
unintentional in that no predetermined overt act has been committed. 
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Evil is more of a mental turning away from what ones knows to be good 
and right.

9.If that married man continues in his evil course, he will eventually 
commit the sin of adultery – the deliberate, conscious, overt act. And 
if he continues in his adulterous activities, he will have become guilty 
of iniquity – the continued rejection of the divine will as regards his 
marriage. – which leads to death. James aptly described this process:

“When under trial, let no one say: ‘I am being tried by God.’ 
For with evil things God cannot be tried nor does he himself 
try anyone. But each one is tried by being drawn out and 
enticed by his own desire. Then the desire, when it has 
become fertile, gives birth to sin; in turn, sin, when it has been 
accomplished, brings forth death.” – James 1:13-15

10.Note that evil (having an unrighteous desire) is not sin, and it can 
exist without ever sinning. So can iniquity. In other words, persistent 
evil can result in iniquity, even without committing the sin. Evil is the 
immature choosing and the unthinking misstep of those who resist 
goodness and who are disloyal to truth. Evil is the misadaptation of 
immaturity or the disruptive and distorting influence of ignorance. Evil 
is the inevitable darkness which follows upon the heels of the unwise 
rejection of light. Evil is that which is dark and untrue, and which, when 
consciously embraced and willfully endorsed, becomes sin.

11.Now that we have defined evil, we can better explain its origin.

12.Mankind has always been bothered with the question of why an 
all‑wise Creator permits evil and sin. They fail to comprehend that evil is 
inevitable if man is to be truly free. Man’s ability to choose good or evil is 
a universe reality. This liberty to choose for oneself is an endowment of 
the Father, and no creation in heaven or on earth has the right to deprive 
any one of us this divinely bestowed liberty.
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13.Evil, therefore, is the inherent tendency of the physical world. 
While evil does not have to exist, the potential for evil must exist if 
mankind is to have free will – the ability to choose good or evil. How 
can man choose to do the divine will unless the ability to reject the 
divine will is present? How can man choose to be faithful, unless the 
ability to be unfaithful exists? How can man choose to do good, unless 
the potential for evil exists? The potential for evil is necessary to moral 
choosing, but actual evil is not necessary as a personal experience. The 
potential for evil is an adequate stimulus for spiritual development. Evil 
becomes a reality of personal experience only when a moral mind makes 
evil its choice.

14.If our world were simply a mechanical universe, if the Father 
was only a force and not also a personality, if all creation were a vast 
aggregation of physical matter dominated by precise laws characterized 
by unvarying energy actions, then perfection would exist in our universe. 
There would be no disagreement; there would be no friction.

15.But in our growing and evolving universe of relative perfection and 
imperfection, we rejoice that disagreement and misunderstandings are 
possible, for that is evidence of the fact of personality and free will in the 
universe. And if our universe is an existence dominated by personality, 
then can we be assured of the possibility of personality survival, 
advancement, and achievement. We can be confident of personality 
growth, experience, and adventure. What a glorious universe, in that 
it is personal and progressive, not merely mechanical or even passively 
perfect!

16.A world without the possibility of unwise judgment would be a 
world without free intelligence. And man would be nothing more than an 
intellectual parrot, a social automaton, and a slave to religious authority. 
Man could not dynamically choose the divine life if there were no self‑life 
to forsake. Man could never lay saving hold on righteousness if there 
were no potential evil to exalt and differentiate the good by contrast. No, 
our universe was not created in perfection. Perfection is our eternal goal 
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(Matthew 5:48), not our origin. And the potential for evil is our stimuli 
to pursue perfection.

No Defect in God’s Creations

17.We know that the Father, who exists beyond our physical universe, 
is absolute complete perfection in all ways. He is what we call existential, 
meaning that He knows everything by His mere existence. There is 
nothing He needs to learn or experience first in order to know it. All 
knowledge exists in Him, by Him and through Him. He knows all. 
Since God is perfect, He is also good, and all His works are righteous.

“Jehovah is righteous in all his ways. And loyal in all his 
works.” – Psalms 145:17

“The Rock, perfect is his activity, For all his ways are justice. 
A God of faithfulness, with whom there is no injustice; 
Righteous and upright is he.” – Deuteronomy 32:4

18.Man, on the other hand is experiential, meaning that he must 
experience things to know them. The need to acquire experience implies 
that perfection is not his starting point. At his creation, man was not 
absolute, not complete, and consequently not perfect. But imperfection 
is not sin. Imperfection is incompleteness – there is much for man to 
learn. He is like a babe learning to walk. When the baby falls, he is not 
sinning. He is learning to perfect the art of walking. Likewise, man was 
not created perfect, but he was created sinless.

19.There are creatures and creations in the heavens that are created 
perfect, but developing man must be fallible if he is to be free. Free and 
inexperienced intelligence cannot possibly at first be uniformly wise. 
The possibility of mistaken judgment (evil) becomes sin only when the 
human will consciously endorses and knowingly embraces a deliberate 
immoral judgment.
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20.We have historically viewed mankind as beginning on earth with 
a perfect Adam and Eve, and rapidly degenerating, through sin, to man’s 
present deplorable estate. But a careful review of the Genesis account 
does not say that Adam and Ever were created perfect. Rather it states:

“After that God saw everything he had made and, look! [it 
was] very good. And there came to be evening and there 
came to be morning, a sixth day.” – Genesis 1:31

21.There is a difference between being ‘perfect’ and being ‘good.’ Adam 
and Eve were ‘good’ in that their bodies and their mental facilities and 
capacities were up to God’s standards for earthling man. They were fully 
equipped for God’s purpose. But they were imperfect and incomplete 
because they had a great deal to learn. But, again, imperfection is not 
sin.

22.However, Adam and Eve failed in carrying out their purpose to 
“be fruitful and become many and fill the earth and subdue it.” (Genesis 
1:28) They made a significant error. This was sin.

23.Although the Genesis account is a summary account suitable 
for the mind of the early nomadic Hebrew tribesmen, it can teach us 
much about evil and perfection. And we must also keep in mind that 
the way God is described in these early books of Moses is a limited and 
veiled understanding and expression of God’s true nature. (See Chapter 
2 – The Loving Nature of God.)

“But their mental powers were dulled. For to this present 
day the same veil remains unlifted at the reading of the old 
covenant, because it is done away with by means of Christ. In 
fact, down till today whenever Moses is read, a veil lies upon 
their hearts.” – 2 Corinthians 3:15

24.The account in Genesis tell us that after placing Adam and Eve in 
the Garden:
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“And Jehovah God also laid this command upon the man: 
“From every tree of the garden you may eat to satisfaction. 
But as for the tree of the knowledge of good and bad you 
must not eat from it, for in the day you eat from it you will 
positively die.” Genesis 2:16-17

25.There are several interpretations of what the “tree of the knowledge 
of good and bad” represents. Some believe the ‘fruit’ of the tree had some 
special properties that would enlighten them as to what was good and 
what was bad; others believe the tree represented God’s right to decide 
for Adam and Eve what was good and bad, and God kept that right to 
himself. Neither of these interpretations seem correct to us.

26.Before eating from the tree, both Adam and Eve understood what 
was good and what was bad – they certainly understood that not eating 
of the tree was good, and eating of the tree was bad. And it does not 
seem logical that God would give man the ability to exercise free will and 
then tell them that only He had the right to exercise it.

27.Rather, it seems to us (and this is not dogma) that the tree 
represented the combining of good and evil. God was telling them that 
good is not to be achieved by a bad method. In other words, the ends 
does not justify the means. We will have to await a future revelation from 
God to know exactly what sin Adam and Eve committed, but we can 
learn from the account that God’s creation was not defective.

28.By laying the command, God was establishing his divine will. Adam 
and Eve could choose to abide by it or not. Yes, they could choose to ‘eat’ 
of the fruit or they could choose ‘not to eat’ of the fruit. Accordingly, God 
was creating the potential for evil– the potential to turn away from and 
reject the divine will.

29.When Eve was alone, the account tells us a “serpent” suggested that 
she should turn away from the divine will as a means to help her achieve 
her objective (whatever it was.) (Genesis 3:1-5) Thus the “serpent,” who 
has been identified by many as the Devil, first brought evil to the earth 
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when he thought to entice Eve, and he then brought sin to the earth 
when he took the overt act of deceiving Eve into taking of the “fruit.”

30.In turn, Eve began to look longingly at the “tree” (Genesis 3:6), like 
a man lusting after a woman not his wife. By this act, Eve compounded 
evil in the world; and when she took and ate of the “fruit,” she became a 
sinner. Interestingly, we note that Adam did not commit evil; he had no 
desire for the tree. Rather he went directly into sin, apparently so that he 
could share in whatever punishment he knew was to come upon his wife. 
(Genesis 3:6) The account tells us:

“And the man went on to say: “The woman whom you gave 
to be with me, she gave me [fruit] from the tree and so I ate.” 
With that Jehovah God said to the woman: “What is this you 
have done?” To this the woman replied: “The serpent – it 
deceived me and so I ate.” – Genesis 3:12-13

31.However, neither Adam nor Eve committed iniquity. They 
confessed to their wrongdoing, and even though they were ousted from 
the garden, they continued to the best of their ability to fulfill their 
commission to “be fruitful and become many and fill the earth and 
subdue it,” though they and their offspring were deprived of the benefit 
of a clean conscience and direct communion with God.

32.They also lost access to the “tree of life” that was also in the garden. 
This tree appears to be an actual tree since Adam could ‘put his hand out 
and actually take [fruit] also from the tree of life and eat and live to time 
indefinite.” (Genesis 3:21) The account says:

“And so he drove the man out and posted at the east of the 
garden of Eden the cherubs and the flaming blade of a sword 
that was turning itself continually to guard the way to the tree 
of life.” – Genesis 3:24

33.By losing access to the tree of life, their mortal bodies began 
to deteriorate. We learn from this that the mortal bodies fashioned 
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for Adam and Eve were not imperishable or incorruptible, and thus 
not perfect. What allowed them to continue living was the life giving 
properties of this particular tree. What caused them to die was the lack 
of access to this tree.

34.These facts show that mankind was not defective. He was imperfect 
and incomplete because he had a lot to learn. But imperfection is not 
sin. Sin requires a conscious and deliberate act. There is no other way 
to give man divine liberty unless there is the potential to reject that 
liberty. Unfortunately, Adam and Eve made a poor choice, but that does 
not mean they were defective. They were acting according to what was 
allowed by the Father, and they reaped what they sowed.

35.As for us, their offspring, we all have the inherited tendency 
toward evil, but sin is not transmitted from parent to child. Again, sin is 
the act of conscious and deliberate rebellion against the Father’s will by 
an individual will creature. The Devil and Satan get far too much credit 
for evil and suffering in the world.

36.But the fact that Adam and Eve continued living on earth indicates 
that the Father’s will continued. The default of Adam and Eve did not 
thwart God’s purpose.

Why God Has Allowed Suffering

37.When God endowed mankind with free will, He knew the potential 
to reject the divine will was present. So we must assume that God’s 
purpose allowed for such a contingency. We recall that the commission 
laid upon Adam and Eve was a long term proposal. It would take many 
years, many centuries, even millenniums to subdue the entire earth. The 
actions of Adam and Eve would, at best, delay the completion of their 
task, but it would not stop it:

“For just as the pouring rain descends, and the snow, from the 
heavens and does not return to that place, unless it actually 
saturates the earth and makes it produce and sprout, and 
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seed is actually given to the sower and bread to the eater, so 
my word that goes forth from my mouth will prove to be. It 
will not return to me without results, but it will certainly 
do that in which I have delighted, and it will have certain 
success in that for which I have sent it.” – Isaiah 55:10-11

38.We are further told that in addition to subduing the earth, God 
had an even greater purpose for earthling man; plans He put in motion 
long before Adam and Eve arrived:

“Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
for he has blessed us with every spiritual blessing in the 
heavenly places in union with Christ, just as he chose us in 
union with him before the founding of the world, that we 
should be holy and without blemish before him in love. For 
he foreordained us to the adoption through Jesus Christ 
as sons to himself, according to the good pleasure of his 
will.” – Ephesians 1:3-5

39.Yes, before Adam and Eve were even placed in the Garden of Eden, 
the Father foreordained that Christ would appear on earth and provide a 
means for mankind to be adopted into the heavens! Nevertheless, in the 
intervening time, mankind would continue to be faced with the potential 
for evil, the free will to accept or reject the divine will, and the inevitable 
consequences of rejecting it. And because we are a family, the sins of 
one affects others. For example, if in a family, the family head commits a 
major crime and goes to prison, the entire family, though innocent, will 
suffer.

40.Some suffering comes not from the conduct of man, but 
from our mere existence on earth such as when ‘natural’ disasters 
occur – earthquakes, tornados, tsunamis, etc. These things occur because 
our planet is also imperfect and incomplete. Science tells us our earth is 
still settling and cooling. Until our planet becomes more stable and less 
volatile, these events will continue to occur. But again, even these events 
do not stop the Father’s eternal purpose – neither does death:
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“[A]nd I have hope toward God, which hope these [men] 
themselves also entertain, that there is going to be a resurrection 
of both the righteous and the unrighteous” – Acts 24:15

41.Some assume that God allows suffering so that He can establish 
His right to rule mankind and vindicate his sovereignty. That kind of 
thinking is shortsighted and small, and grossly underestimates the power 
of God, the security of God, the absoluteness of God, the uniqueness of 
God, the wisdom of God, the essence of God, the supernal reality of 
God, the unquestionable maturity of God, and the very nature of God.

42.It rests on several false assumptions, including the assumption that 
the exercise of free will by humans is an affront and challenge to God’s 
universal sovereignty. As is shown above, free will is a gift from God. He 
expects us to exercise it. And it did not matter whether man’s first choice 
was wise or not. The ultimate outcome will be as God intended from the 
beginning.

43.The so‑called sovereignty challenge is also defective in that it 
assumes the Lucifer/Satan/ Devil rebellion against God only affected 
humans on earth such that human obedience would resolve the matter. 
However, the Bible tells us that a large number of the heavenly host fell 
into rebellion and were misled by the demonic sophistry. (Jude 6) Man’s 
obedience would not effect a resolution to angelic rebellion.

44.The solution to universe rebellion was resolved by the Jesus 
Christ, not mankind. His rulership (and consequently the Father’s 
sovereignty) was firmly established when he returned to heaven after his 
resurrection:

“However, the eleven disciples went into Galilee to the 
mountain where Jesus had arranged for them, and when they 
saw him they did obeisance, but some doubted. And Jesus 
approached and spoke to them, saying: “All authority has 
been given me in heaven and on the earth.” – Matthew 
28:16-18
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“Keep this mental attitude in you that was also in Christ 
Jesus, who, although he was existing in God’s form, gave no 
consideration to a seizure, namely, that he should be equal to 
God. No, but he emptied himself and took a slave’s form and 
came to be in the likeness of men. More than that, when he 
found himself in fashion as a man, he humbled himself and 
became obedient as far as death, yes, death on a torture stake. 
For this very reason also God exalted him to a superior 
position and kindly gave him the name that is above every 
[other] name, so that in the name of Jesus every knee 
should bend of those in heaven and those on earth and 
those under the ground, and every tongue should openly 
acknowledge that Jesus Christ is Lord to the glory of God 
the Father.” – Philippians 2:5-11

45.Though man is very important to the Father, our obedience or 
disobedience is a very small matter in the overall scheme of the universe. 
And when we add to the equation the Father’s gift of free will, not only to 
man, but also to the angelic hosts, we know that disobedience and even 
rebellion were contingencies that the Father anticipated and prepared 
for. Our God is not a god in training!

46.God allows suffering because He allows free will. We cannot escape 
the consequences of our choices, and the choices of those around us. We 
indeed reap what we sow.

“Do not be misled: God is not one to be mocked. For whatever 
a man is sowing, this he will also reap; because he who is 
sowing with a view to his flesh will reap corruption from his 
flesh, but he who is sowing with a view to the spirit will reap 
everlasting life from the spirit. So let us not give up in doing 
what is fine, for in due season we shall reap if we do not tire 
out.” – Galatians 6:7-9

47.But the Father is also faithful and merciful and loving. He has 
provided guidance and counsel to assist us in encountering the dangers 
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around us in as wise a fashion as possible. To every one of life’s challenges, 
we can find guidance and assistance through the inspired words of the 
Bible, through the compassion and love of our fellow man, and through 
the spiritual refreshment and guidance of Holy Spirit, including the 
Spirit of Truth. We are also told:

“No temptation has taken you except what is common to 
men. But God is faithful, and he will not let you be tempted 
beyond what you can bear, but along with the temptation 
he will also make the way out in order for you to be able to 
endure it.” – 1 Corinthians 10:13

48.And finally, we are told that this life is temporary and of relatively 
short duration compared to the life set before us – the real life:

“Give orders to those who are rich in the present system of 
things not to be high‑minded, and to rest their hope, not on 
uncertain riches, but on God, who furnishes us all things 
richly for our enjoyment; to work at good, to be rich in fine 
works, to be liberal, ready to share, safely treasuring up for 
themselves a fine foundation for the future, in order that 
they may get a firm hold on the real life.” – 1 Corinthians 
6:17-19

49.Yes, there is more for us beyond this life – a life that will make 
these temporary trials seem as nothing:

“Eye has not seen and ear has not heard, neither have there 
been conceived in the heart of man the things that God has 
prepared for those who love him.” – 1 Corinthians 2:9

50.Yet in the interim, this life of relative evil and suffering allows 
another important aspect of universal peace and divine purpose to 
manifest itself, as discussed in the next subheading.
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The Wisdom of God’s Patience

51.God has been patient with erring mankind and He has been patient 
with Lucifer/ Satan/the Devil. He certainly has the power and the right 
to extinguish all beings who persist in an evil, sinful or iniquitous course. 
But there is wisdom behind the Father’s patience.

52.First, we know that our Father is a God of justice (Deuteronomy 
32:4), but He is also a God of mercy. (Luke 6:36) Mercy always acts as a 
restraint on justice. Second, we know that our Father is a God of love (1 
John 4:8), so His justice is also tempered by love. Therefore, we can trust 
that justice will never destroy that which mercy can save.

“This is fine and acceptable in the sight of our Savior, God, 
whose will is that all sorts of men should be saved and come 
to an accurate knowledge of truth.” – 1 Timothy 2:3-4

53.Thus the patience of God allows each of us to exercise our free will 
and choose the divine will. Even if we have chosen poorly in the past, the 
time lag of mercy give us an opportunity to correct our path.

54.But God’s patience also allows one an opportunity to demonstrate 
a deliberate and fully chosen rejection of the divine will such that when 
justice is executed, even the iniquitous one will know that the judgment 
is true.

55.The patience of the Father also gives us an opportunity to share 
in the fulfillment of Adam and Eve’s commission to subdue the earth. 
By rejecting evil and choosing the divine will, we can be an asset to our 
families, our friends, our communities, even our world. We can imitate 
our Lord by being a source of encouragement to those who are less 
fortunate:

“Jehovah’s spirit is upon me, because he anointed me to 
declare good news to the poor, he sent me forth to preach a 
release to the captives and a recovery of sight to the blind, to 
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send the crushed ones away with a release, to preach Jehovah’s 
acceptable year.” – Luke 4:18-19

56.We can help ourselves and others to recapture the divine communion 
that was lost by Adam and Eve and become reconciled to God:

“But all things are from God, who reconciled us to himself 
through Christ and gave us the ministry of the reconciliation, 
namely, that God was by means of Christ reconciling a world 
to himself, not reckoning to them their trespasses, and 
he committed the word of the reconciliation to us. We are 
therefore ambassadors substituting for Christ, as though 
God were making entreaty through us. As substitutes for 
Christ we beg: “Become reconciled to God.” – 2 Corinthians 
5:18-20

57.And when we are reconciled to God, we are assured of being 
adopted into the heavens as spiritual sons and daughters of the Father 
through Christ Jesus, as was the Father’s purpose since the founding of 
the world. (Ephesians 1:3-5)

Choosing God as Our Ruler

58.We choose God as our ruler by turning away from evil and doing 
the divine will.

59.Evil is degrading, whether held in thought or carried out in deeds. 
Pain and suffering is the result. Evil is the fruit of wrongly directed 
thinking. It is evil to see sin where there is no sin; to see no sin where 
there is sin.

“Woe to those who are saying that good is bad and bad is 
good, those who are putting darkness for light and light for 
darkness, those who are putting bitter for sweet and sweet for 
bitter!” – Isaiah 5:20
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60.Evil is also the path of false doctrines in the sense that one might 
create false stories about what we know to be right for the purpose of 
placating some unholy desires – including the desire to control and 
manipulate others. We can avoid this type of evil by being honest and 
seeing things as they are, and thus embracing the truth. We can make 
an end of our misery by loathing sin and turning away from sin with a 
whole heart. We should make no apology for evil; nor any excuse for sin. 
Thereby, we can minimize and potentially eliminate sin from our lives, 
and we can actually eliminate iniquity.

61.If we truly want happiness and peace of mind in our imperfect 
world, we must follow the path of pure thinking and virtuous living. 
Virtuous living is not as difficult as we might think if we check sin at the 
door, so to speak, and cut it off at its root by correcting our thinking. As 
Paul counseled:

“Finally, brothers, whatever things are true, whatever things 
are of serious concern, whatever things are righteous, whatever 
things are chaste, whatever things are lovable, whatever things 
are well spoken of, whatever virtue there is and whatever 
praiseworthy thing there is, continue considering these 
things. The things that you learned as well as accepted and 
heard and saw in connection with me, practice these; and the 
God of peace will be with you.” – Philippians 4:8-9

62.Choosing to do the divine will includes being honest with ourselves 
and others. By making amends for past sins, we acquire the strength 
to resist future tendencies thereto. Restraint is born of repentance. It is 
like an addict who wants to quit. As long as the drug is in his system, 
he will crave it. But when he is clean and sober, he has the desire as 
well as the strength to turn away from the drug. So with sin. When we 
have repented from our sinful acts, we gain a clean conscience and that 
standing gives us the desire to do the divine will as well as the strength 
to pursue it. Accordingly, we should examine ourselves, make peace with 
our brothers, and leave no fault unconfessed to the Father.
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63.We should also keep in mind that our actions, whether good or 
evil, will affect those around us. The human race is a family, though we 
are a dysfunctional one. We cannot escape the reality of our share in 
the suffering of others. But by making better choices for ourselves, we 
enhance the lives of those close to us. In this way, we can do much to 
minimize the suffering of our friends, family and our fellow man.

64.The most powerful thing we can do to uplift ourselves and our 
world is for us individually to accept the offer of sonship for ourselves 
from the Father and pursue the heavenly calling. In this way, we become 
examples to others of the joy of turning away from sin and doing the 
Father’ will. And it will inspire them to likewise take up the free gift. As 
Jesus said:

“You are the light of the world. A city cannot be hid when 
situated upon a mountain. People light a lamp and set it, not 
under the measuring basket, but upon the lampstand, and it 
shines upon all those in the house. Likewise let your light 
shine before men, that they may see your fine works and 
give glory to your Father who is in the heavens.” – Matthew 
5:14-16

65.And as more and more people accept sonship with the Father, 
the spiritual brotherhood of Christ will grow and expand, and by this 
means, the earth can be ‘subdued’ (Genesis 1:28) until such time as the 
Father sees fit to further intervene.

66.No, God’s creation is not, and was not, defective. Man was created 
‘good’ and capable of doing all that he was commissioned to do. But the 
gift of freewill requires the potential to do evil, and the Father allows us 
to exercise our divinely given right of freewill.

67.Though Adam and Eve chose the course of evil and sin, the original 
purpose for mankind has not changed. Faithful mankind will be adopted 
into the heavens as sons of the Father. (Ephesians 1:3-5) Though we 
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had lost our way, Christ Jesus came and provided clear direction to the 
Father.

“Jesus said to him: “I am the way and the truth and the life. 
No one comes to the Father except through me.” – John 14:6

68.All those who follow “the way” that Jesus provided will eventually 
attain to perfection and completion, but in the heavenly, not in the 
earthly, realm. Jesus is called “the Chief Agent and Perfecter of our faith” 
(Hebrews 12:2) not of our bodies.

69.By exercising faith in Jesus, we are reborn of the spirit. (John 3:3-8) 
The new birth – the baptism of the spirit – is essential to deliverance 
from evil and necessary for entrance into the kingdom of heaven where 
suffering and evil will meet its end. We have to elevate our thoughts 
beyond this fleshly world:

“For those who are in accord with the flesh set their minds 
on the things of the flesh, but those in accord with the spirit 
on the things of the spirit. For the minding of the flesh means 
death, but the minding of the spirit means life and peace; 
because the minding of the flesh means enmity with God, for 
it is not under subjection to the law of God, nor, in fact, can it 
be. So those who are in harmony with the flesh cannot please 
God.” – Romans 8:5-8

70.Understanding that the potential for evil is necessary for us to have 
free will, we can see why we must endure suffering for a time. But this 
life is not the real life. It is only where mankind begins, but not where we 
end. Perfection is our goal, not our origin.

71.One beautiful effect of knowing that we are imperfect, but not 
inherently sinners is that it raises our level of self respect. We know 
that our earthly plight is not a punishment meted out for the errors of 
our original parents. But rather it is the natural outcome of the earthly 
existence and a manageable consequence of free will and personality 
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experience. Therefore, we can face our trials and tribulations from a 
position of strength over which we have control by keeping our eyes on the 
“prize of the upward call” (Philippians 3:14) and “contending according 
to the rules.” (2 Timothy 2:5) When we do so, we place ourselves in the 
position to attain that which the Father always purposed through the 
administration of Jesus Christ:

“For just as in Adam all are dying, so also in the Christ all 
will be made alive. But each one in his own rank: Christ the 
firstfruits, afterward those who belong to the Christ during 
his presence. Next, the end, when he hands over the kingdom 
to his God and Father, when he has brought to nothing all 
government and all authority and power. For he must rule as 
king until [God] has put all enemies under his feet. As the 
last enemy, death is to be brought to nothing. For [God] 
“subjected all things under his feet.” But when he says that 
‘all things have been subjected,’ it is evident that it is with the 
exception of the one who subjected all things to him. But 
when all things will have been subjected to him, then the Son 
himself will also subject himself to the One who subjected all 
things to him, that God may be all things to everyone.” – 1 
Corinthians 15:22-28

72.By means of this heavenly administration, we will be raised ‘from 
glory to glory’ (2 Corinthians 3:18) in the Kingdom of the Heavens until 
we attain complete perfection and be able to see our Father face to face.

“Happy are the pure in heart, since they will see 
God.” – Matthew 5:8

73.This is the Father’s purpose, not suffering. And it has been His 
purpose since the founding of the world.
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How Can Your Family Be Happy?

1.In the accounts of Jesus life as recorded in the Bible books of 
Matthew, Mark, Luke and John, we notice that Jesus had very little to 
say about temporal behavior – matters having to do with government, 
trade, or social behavior. He did not lay down laws or rules of conduct 
other than in these two instances:

“You must love Jehovah your God with your whole heart 
and with your whole soul and with your whole mind. This 
is the greatest and first commandment. The second, like 
it, is this, You must love your neighbor as yourself. On 
these two commandments the whole Law hangs, and the 
Prophets.” – Matthew 22:37-40

“All things, therefore, that you want men to do to you, you 
also must likewise do to them; this, in fact, is what the Law 
and the Prophets mean.” – Matthew 7:12

2.Jesus did not come to legislate, but to enlighten. He came not to 
reform the kingdoms of this world, but rather to establish the kingdom 
of heaven. Though he was asked on occasion about certain conduct, he 
did not yield to the temptation to establish rules of behavior that might 
be good for one generation, but would be far from suitable for another.

3.We need only to look at how human relations have changed and 
improved over the past centuries, especially in the area of human rights. 
We are undergoing a serious testing because of the problems suddenly 
thrust upon social order by the elevation and augmentation of woman’s 
liberties – rights that have been so long denied her. Consequently, we 
can see that rules of conduct of an less enlightened age can be, and are, 
stifling in our modern times. And we can assume that rules established 
today might be inappropriate and ineffective in a future age. Thus, we 
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must always recognize the two viewpoints of all man’s conduct – the 
human and the divine; the ways of the flesh and the way of the spirit; the 
estimate of time and the viewpoint of eternity.

4.Jesus was on earth solely to comfort the minds, liberate the spirits, 
and save the souls of men.

“Jehovah’s spirit is upon me, because he anointed me to 
declare good news to the poor, he sent me forth to preach a 
release to the captives and a recovery of sight to the blind, to 
send the crushed ones away with a release, to preach Jehovah’s 
acceptable year.” – Luke 4:18-19

5.We can imitate the Christ by being likewise sparing as to rules of 
conduct, and instead of looking to the ‘letter of the law,’ we should look 
to the ‘way of the spirit.’ And though we may not completely comprehend 
the ‘way of the spirit’ in all matters, we can be truly benefitted in our 
relationships, including our family relations, by endeavoring to be 
spiritual men and women, and thus ‘good spiritual trees’ that naturally 
produce the ‘fruitage of the spirit:’

“On the other hand, the fruitage of the spirit is love, joy, 
peace, long‑suffering, kindness, goodness, faith, mildness, 
self‑control. Against such things there is no law.” – Galatians 
5:22-23

6.With the above in mind, we will discuss family relationships looking 
beyond the letter of the law and into the underlying spirit.

The Importance of Marriage

7.Almost everything of lasting value in civilization has its roots in the 
family. The family was the first successful peace group – the man and 
woman learning how to adjust their temperaments to one another, while 
at the same time teaching the pursuit of peace to their children. In fact, 
there is no greater training ground for the development of the ‘fruitage 
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of the spirit’ than in the family relationship.  Consequently, if the families 
are good, the society is likewise good. The great cultural stability of the 
Jewish people, and any other nation, lies in the strength of their family 
groups. Marriage, as the yoking together of a man and a woman in a 
bond of partnership and love, forms a stable foundation which can foster 
peace, which, in turn, leads to happiness.

8.However, we must recognized in the 21st century that marriage 
and family life are not identical. Many modern families are single parent 
households. For whatever reason, marriage was not pursued or was not 
successful or resulted in the early death of one of the partners. Yet, the 
‘spirit of family’ can exist and flourish in such circumstances resulting in 
similar peace and happiness even through the ideal family arrangement 
of two parents is not available.

9.When we extol the values of marriage and the two‑parent 
household, we never want to discourage or dismiss the valiant and 
courageous single parents who are striving to honor the Father in their 
current circumstances. Though they do not have a physical mate to share 
the load, they do have a spiritual helper, the Spirit of Truth, which is the 
presence of the Christ as though he were actually in their midst.

“If you love me, you will observe my commandments; and I 
will request the Father and he will give you another helper to 
be with you forever, the spirit of the truth, which the world 
cannot receive, because it neither beholds it nor knows it. You 
know it, because it remains with you and is in you. I shall not 
leave you bereaved. I am coming to you. A little longer and 
the world will behold me no more, but you will behold me, 
because I live and you will live. In that day you will know that 
I am in union with my Father and you are in union with me 
and I am in union with you. He that has my commandments 
and observes them, that one is he who loves me. In turn he 
that loves me will be loved by my Father, and I will love him 
and will plainly show myself to him.” – John 14:15-21
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10.Whether your family is a two‑parent or one‑parent household, 
always keep in mind the frailty and uncertainty of physical life, that ‘time 
and unforeseen occurrences befall us all.’ (Ecclesiastes 9:11) Rather, 
learn the lesson the Apostle Paul learned, to be content in whatever 
circumstance we find ourselves:

“In everything and in all circumstances I have learned the 
secret of both how to be full and how to hunger, both how 
to have an abundance and how to suffer want. For all things 
I have the strength by virtue of him who imparts power to 
me.” – Philippians 4:12-13

11.Yes, whatever our family circumstances, we can achieve happiness 
through the strength imparted by the Father’s power and the Spirit of 
Truth of the Christ. Marriage is an absolute asset to happy family life. 
But the spirit of family life – the enduring bond of love, support, and 
encouragement – is the greater portion that can exist even when the 
family’s reality is not ideal.

The Marital Relationship

12.Marriage is passing out of the property age and into the personal 
era. Formerly man protected woman because she was his chattel and 
she obeyed for the same reason. This was true under the ancient Jewish 
arrangement where the husband purchased a wife with a bride price. 
(Genesis 29:18-27; 34:11, 12; Exodus 22:16; 1 Samuel 18:23, 25) 
As a result, laws and rules were established for the fair treatment of 
the ‘property.’ Regardless of its merits, it did provide stability. But now, 
woman is no longer regarded as property and new mores are emerging 
designed to stabilize marriage and the marriage‑home institution. 
Today, in many lands, a wife is not considered property. She is a freewill 
individual who elects to join in union with a man. Thus, we can see one 
example of how rules established for an earlier time are insufficient for 
our day.
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13.Jesus elevated a woman’s status by bringing his message of sonship 
and spiritual freedom to all mankind equally:

“You are all, in fact, sons of God through your faith in Christ 
Jesus. For all of you who were baptized into Christ have put 
on Christ. There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither 
slave nor freeman, there is neither male nor female; for you 
are all one [person] in union with Christ Jesus.” – Galatians 
3:26-28

14.Yet, certain mores of the Jewish culture continued to be promoted, 
especially by the Jewish Christians, foremostly the Apostle Paul, “a 
Hebrew [born] from Hebrews; as respects law, a Pharisee; as respects 
zeal, persecuting the congregation; as respects righteousness that is by 
means of law, one who proved himself blameless.” (Philippians 3:5-6) 
And Paul was wise to continue many of these customs because of the 
loose morals and debase culture of the Gentile population that was 
joining itself to Christianity.

15.Nevertheless, Paul was able to go beyond the ‘letter of the law’ to 
the ‘way of the spirit’ when he counseled the Christians in Ephesus on 
marriage:

“Be in subjection to one another in fear of Christ. Let wives 
be in subjection to their husbands as to the Lord, because a 
husband is head of his wife as the Christ also is head of the 
congregation, he being a savior of [this] body. In fact, as the 
congregation is in subjection to the Christ, so let wives also be 
to their husbands in everything.” – Ephesians 5:21-24

16.We note first that while wives are counseled to be in subjection 
to their husbands, husbands are also to be in subjection to their 
wives – yes, to one another. That counsel carries the theme of mutual 
respect, common concern, corresponding dignity, and Christian equality. 
As a wife should be mindful of what her husband needs to carry out his 
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responsibilities, a husband is to likewise be mindful of what his wife 
needs to carry out hers.

17.Next, Paul emphasized the ‘spirit’ of the subjection that the wife 
is to demonstrate by saying it should be conducted ‘as to the Lord.’ So 
we see that underlying a wife’s subjection is a husband’s responsibility 
to deal with his wife as the Christ deals with the congregation. When a 
husband does this, he is setting the parameters for a successful marriage. 
But if he fails, a domino effect results where the wife cannot properly be 
in subjection, nor can the children.

18.When husbands do not live up to their Christian responsibilities, 
many unappreciated and disrespected wives have seen, as their only 
option, the need to step forward to maintain family order and stability. 
Such a wife is often characterized as ‘usurping her husband’s headship’ 
when in many cases, the husband has abdicated the position and she 
is only steadying the ship. Yet all of this can be avoided if a husband 
looks to the example of the Christ and models his behavior accordingly. 
And, of course, a wife who is involuntarily thrust into a headship‑type 
position must still conduct herself ‘in fear of Christ,’ that is, with a view 
to pleasing the Christ.

19.Paul continues his counsel:

“Husbands, continue loving your wives, just as the Christ 
also loved the congregation and delivered up himself for it, 
that he might sanctify it, cleansing it with the bath of water 
by means of the word, that he might present the congregation 
to himself in its splendor, not having a spot or a wrinkle or 
any of such things, but that it should be holy and without 
blemish. In this way husbands ought to be loving their wives 
as their own bodies. He who loves his wife loves himself, for 
no man ever hated his own flesh; but he feeds and cherishes 
it, as the Christ also does the congregation, because we are 
members of his body.” – Ephesians 5:25-30
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20.This counsel reminds us of the practice of agricultural husbandry. 
If a farmer wants a tree to produce fine fruit, he first must cultivate the 
land around it, feed and water it, keep it clear of pests, shield it from 
adverse weather conditions and occasionally prune it. Only then will 
the tree produce the kind of fruit the farmer seeks. And if the farmer 
wants the tree to produce fine fruit year after year, he must continue his 
‘husbandry’ year after year, for in the season that he fails to do so, the tree 
will also fail. Similarly, a husband must care for his wife in a manner that 
would allow her, even impel her, to produce the fruitage of the spirit. If he 
does so, he is the beneficiary! Like Christ, such a husband is presenting 
his wife as a gift ‘to himself !’

21.And Paul continues:

“For this reason a man will leave [his] father and [his] mother 
and he will stick to his wife, and the two will become one flesh. 
This sacred secret is great. Now I am speaking with respect 
to Christ and the congregation. Nevertheless, also, let each 
one of you individually so love his wife as he does himself; 
on the other hand, the wife should have deep respect for her 
husband.” – Ephesians 5:31-33

22.Here, Paul reveals that the spirit of his counsel is based on the 
example of our Lord. So rather than establishing laws about what a wife 
can and cannot do, or what a husband should and should not do, each 
of them can look at the loving care of the Christ in determining how to 
behave toward one another. Applying the counsel in this fashion allows 
for the unique ‘personality’ of each marriage to flourish. Few fleshly 
laws and rules of behavior can uniformly apply to all marriages. This 
is an opportunity for spiritual men and women to have their perceptive 
powers trained ‘through use’ (Hebrews 5:14) so that they do not need to 
look to laws and rules of behavior. Instead they will be motivated from 
the ‘law written in their hearts.’

“‘For this is the covenant that I shall covenant with the house 
of Israel after those days,’ says Jehovah. ‘I will put my laws 



The Good News of the Kingdom for a Modern World

115

in their mind, and in their hearts I shall write them. And I 
will become their God, and they themselves will become my 
people. ‘And they will by no means teach each one his fellow 
citizen and each one his brother, saying: “Know Jehovah!” For 
they will all know me, from [the] least one to [the] greatest 
one of them.” – Hebrews 8:10-11

23.Finally, we should remember that man has no rightful authority 
over woman unless the woman has willingly and voluntarily given him 
such authority. A wife has engaged to go through life with her husband 
to help him fight life’s battles, and to assume the far greater share of the 
burden of bearing and rearing children. In return for this special service, 
it is only fair that she receive from her husband that special protection 
which man can give to woman as the partner who must carry, bear, and 
nurture the children. As Peter counseled:

“You husbands, continue dwelling in like manner with them 
according to knowledge, assigning them honor as to a weaker 
vessel, the feminine one, since you are also heirs with them 
of the undeserved favor of life, in order for your prayers not 
to be hindered.” – 1 Peter 3:7

24.The loving care and consideration which a man is willing to bestow 
upon his wife and their children are the measure of that man’s attainment 
of the higher levels of spirituality. Truly, men and women are partners 
with God in that they co‑operate to give birth to children who grow up 
to possess the Spirit of God and to be its temples. It is therefore Godlike 
for a husband to share his life and all that relates thereto on equal terms 
with his wife who so fully shares with him that divine experience of 
reproducing themselves in the lives of their children.

Handling an Unhappy Marriage

25.Marriage is the most intimate of all human relations. No two people 
are closer than a husband and wife. Consequently, what truly goes on in 
a marriage is known only to the two people involved. Therefore, it is 
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unwise for outsiders to dictate how a married person should respond to 
the marital relationship. As mentioned above, even Jesus refrained from 
issuing laws on temporal behavior and human relationships.

26.In the area of marriage and divorce, Jesus’ opponents sought to 
entrap him by challenging his agreement with, and acceptance of, the 
laws of Moses. We read this account:

“And Pharisees came up to him, intent on tempting him and 
saying: “Is it lawful for a man to divorce his wife on every 
sort of ground?” In reply he said: “Did you not read that he 
who created them from [the] beginning made them male and 
female and said, ‘For this reason a man will leave his father 
and his mother and will stick to his wife, and the two will 
be one flesh’? So that they are no longer two, but one flesh. 
Therefore, what God has yoked together let no man put 
apart.” – Matthew 19:3-6

27.Here, Jesus explains the intimacy of marriage – there is, in fact, no 
closer relationship. The two become one. He further reminds them that 
no third party has the authority or the right to ‘put it apart.’ Once Jesus 
reaffirmed the enduring intent of marriage, the Pharisees pounced on 
the opportunity to expose Jesus as an opponent of the law of Moses:

“They said to him: “Why, then, did Moses prescribe giving a 
certificate of dismissal and divorcing her?” He said to them: 
“Moses, out of regard for your hardheartedness, made the 
concession to you of divorcing your wives, but such has not 
been the case from [the] beginning. I say to you that whoever 
divorces his wife, except on the ground of fornication, and 
marries another commits adultery.” – Matthew 19:7-9

28.Jesus did not oppose Moses; instead, Jesus emphasized the 
divine will and clearly identified the type of sin under the law that 
one would commit if they divorced and remarried, when there was no 
fornication – that is, sex outside of the marital bond.
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29.This exchange provides insight into the matter of marriage, divorce 
and separation. Here are a few points we can glean from this exchange:

·  That from the beginning, it is God’s will that a man and woman 
who enter into marriage stay married as one flesh.

·  That if one of the mates engages in fornication, the marriage 
could be dissolved, and the mates are free to remarry.

·  That if one of the mates obtains a divorce, when there has been 
no fornication, and marries another, that mate has committed 
adultery.

·  That a marriage could be dissolved even when there is no 
fornication, and neither party will have sinned, unless they 
marry someone else.

·  That, even though the permanency of marriage is God’s will, 
Moses allowed a way out of an undesirable marriage, apparently 
without divine disfavor.

30.Today, we are not under the law of Moses – whether it be to acquire 
its benefits or suffer its maledictions. We are free people, operating 
under the law of the spirit and we are counseled to exercise that freedom 
wisely. And we remind you that the things set forth here are written 
to spiritual men and women who are seeking a spiritual resolution to 
a difficult marriage, rather than to physical persons who are merely 
seeking a loophole:

“Be as free people, and yet holding your freedom, not as a 
blind for badness, but as slaves of God.” – 1 Peter 2:16

“You were, of course, called for freedom, brothers; only do 
not use this freedom as an inducement for the flesh, but 
through love slave for one another. For the entire Law stands 
fulfilled in one saying, namely: “You must love your neighbor 
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as yourself.” If, though, you keep on biting and devouring 
one another, look out that you do not get annihilated by one 
another.” – Galatians 5:13-15

“Do not be misled: God is not one to be mocked. For whatever 
a man is sowing, this he will also reap; because he who is 
sowing with a view to his flesh will reap corruption from his 
flesh, but he who is sowing with a view to the spirit will 
reap everlasting life from the spirit.” – Galatians 6:7-8

31.Thus, it appears that we have a measure of freedom when it comes 
to making a decision to separate from a marriage mate. But with that 
freedom comes a great deal of responsibility. We should be careful not to 
make such a decision based on purely fleshly desires, or, as the scripture 
says, we will reap corruption.

32.The counsel is that we are to do all things ‘with a view to the spirit.’ 
Hence, a marital mate must consider the effect on his or her spirit in 
deciding whether to remain in, or depart from, an unhappy marriage. 
Some factors such a person would consider are: What effect would 
separation have on my relationship and freeness of speech with the Father 
and the Christ? Will it enhance or inhibit my ability to pursue ‘the things 
of the spirit?’ Have I truly applied spiritual counsel in my marriage? 
Have I truly carried my own load in this marriage? Would remaining in 
the marriage result in physical, emotional, mental or spiritual scarring to 
myself or to any children of the marriage?

33.All Christians are to be ‘lights of the world.’ (Matthew 5:14-16) But 
if we are in a situation that could choke out or extinguish our inner flame, 
our priority is to the Father. In the overall scheme of things, a marriage 
is a temporary arrangement that will not survive the flesh (Matthew 
22:29-30), whereas our relationship with the Father is eternal.

34.The Apostle Paul discussed marriage and separation, but refrained 
from laying down new laws. Instead, he did give some instructions, 
designed to coach, teach or educate, in this regard:
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“To the married people I give instructions, yet not I but the 
Lord, that a wife should not depart from her husband; but if 
she should actually depart, let her remain unmarried or else 
make up again with her husband; and a husband should not 
leave his wife. But to the others I say, yes, I, not the Lord: If 
any brother has an unbelieving wife, and yet she is agreeable 
to dwelling with him, let him not leave her; and a woman 
who has an unbelieving husband, and yet he is agreeable 
to dwelling with her, let her not leave her husband. For the 
unbelieving husband is sanctified in relation to [his] wife, and 
the unbelieving wife is sanctified in relation to the brother; 
otherwise, your children would really be unclean, but now 
they are holy. But if the unbelieving one proceeds to depart, 
let him depart; a brother or a sister is not in servitude under 
such circumstances, but God has called you to peace. For, 
wife, how do you know but that you will save [your] husband? 
Or, husband, how do you know but that you will save [your] 
wife?” – 1 Corinthians 7:10-16

35.Marriage is not a prison bond or a life sentence on death row, where 
one waits for the other to die. Such a view has resulted in untold misery 
and led to the actual death of a mate for the sole purpose of escaping 
an unhappy marriage. To that extent, separation functions as the social 
safety valve which prevents worse situations from occurring.

36.The root cause of unhappy marriages is that our society has not 
properly educated our young people on how to have a successful marriage. 
And so long as we fail our children in this regard, and allow their unwise 
and immature ideals to dictate whether to enter into marriage, just so 
long will separation and divorce remain prevalent.

37.Rather than seeking to judge and punish one another on the 
matter of divorce and separation, a religious association will serve its 
members best by providing real, practical and constructive marriage 
preparation and counseling. And if we begin with our youth, we have a 



120

How Can Your Family Be Happy?

better probability that this question of remaining in or abandoning an 
unhappy marriage will become less and less frequent.

38.Finally, as with all temporal problems, the solution lies in our 
relationship with God. When we know we are children of the highest 
personality in the universe, and heirs with our Creator God, Jesus 
Christ, we are moved from the heart to imitate our Father and we are 
receptive to the guidance of Holy Spirit, including the indwelling Spirit 
of the Father and the Spirit of Truth of the Christ. When we do so, even 
if circumstances lead us to separate from an unhappy marriage, we can 
continue in unbroken communion with our Father.

What God Expects From Children

39.The Father’s purpose for children is no different from his purpose 
for adults, for indeed children are in actuality just small, inexperienced 
adults. In the same way that the Father wants adults to know Him and 
love Him, He wants the little children to know and love Him. And the 
sooner in life that a personality comes to know the Father, the greater 
their potential to become spiritual leaders, brilliant shining lights, and 
living examples of the Master on earth.

40.There is no need for separate instruction for children. Children 
should sit with their parents and learn about the Father, the Christ and 
the eternal heavenly career. Learning about spiritual things stimulates 
their minds and their imaginations. It expands their vocabulary and 
enhances their social skills.

41.In fact, wise parents learn much from inquisitive and trusting 
children. When Jesus was on earth, he always made time for the 
children. He did not let over‑anxious adults, even his apostles, deprive 
the children from contact with the Master, the Son of Man/Son of God. 
Their humility and trusting nature serve as examples to the adults, as 
they, too, are sons and daughters of God with the heavenly hope.
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“Now people began bringing him young children for him to 
touch these; but the disciples reprimanded them. At seeing 
this Jesus was indignant and said to them: “Let the young 
children come to me; do not try to stop them, for the 
kingdom of God belongs to suchlike ones. Truly I say to 
you, Whoever does not receive the kingdom of God like a 
young child will by no means enter into it.” And he took the 
children into his arms and began blessing them, laying his 
hands upon them.” – Mark 10:13-16

A Parent’s Responsibility to Children

42.In order for parents to be true blessings to their children, the 
parents must first establish their own relationship with the Father and 
imitate the Christ. The counsel Jesus gave to his disciples can be applied 
equally in the parent‑child relationship:

“Stop judging that you may not be judged; for with what 
judgment you are judging, you will be judged; and with the 
measure that you are measuring out, they will measure out to 
you. Why then, do you look at the straw in your brother’s eye, 
but do not consider the rafter in your own eye? Or how can 
you say to your brother, ‘Allow me to extract the straw from 
your eye’; when, look! a rafter is in your own eye? Hypocrite! 
First extract the rafter from your own eye, and then you 
will see clearly how to extract the straw from your brother’s 
eye. – Matthew 7:1-5

43.When we remember that our goal is to develop strong, mature, 
spiritual adults who will one day become our spiritual brothers and 
sisters, we can see the application of the scripture. Yes, the goal is to raise 
adults, not children! And we are to be good examples of right and moral 
behavior and godly devotion. Honesty and self‑respect are among the 
best gifts we can give our children. That is especially true since it seems 
that children can spot hypocrisy in an instant! Perhaps that’s because 
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children are not carrying around a lot of emotional baggage that clouds 
their discernment.

44.Additionally, we should respect our children’s individuality and not 
judge them unfairly. Each of us has our own personality that is unlike 
any other personality. There will be many things our children like that 
may be different from the things we like. They may have goals that are 
different from the goals we want them to have. But wise parents will 
deal with their children as the Father deals with the parents – with love, 
patience and according to knowledge:

“As a father shows mercy to his sons, Jehovah has shown 
mercy to those fearing him. For he himself well knows the 
formation of us, Remembering that we are dust.” – Psalms 
103:13-14

45.Rather than being stern taskmasters, spiritual parents will be more 
like guides and instructors, teaching their children to encounter life’s 
dangers safely. We remember that the human mind works the same way 
in both adults and children. The only thing lacking is experience. Thus, 
just as do adults, children develop their ‘perceptive powers’ through 
use – trial and error.

“But solid food belongs to mature people, to those who 
through use have their perceptive powers trained to 
distinguish both right and wrong.” – Hebrews 5:14

46.So we should allow our children an opportunity to see and 
experience the wisdom of our counsel – sometimes firsthand. Think 
of how we taught them to walk. They fell many times. But instead of 
chastising them for falling, we extolled the few solid steps and encouraged 
them to get up and try again. We can continue this loving guidance 
throughout their childhood so that when they approach adulthood, they 
will have many experiences to guide them when a parent’s counsel is not 
available.
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47.Overall, the most important thing a parent can do is to sit quietly 
and contemplate the Father’s love for the parent and how He disciplines 
and trains us. And then be examples of that Fatherly love to our children. 
And to fathers specifically, but to all men, we remind you that your 
behavior will color a child’s understanding of what ‘father’ means, and it 
will translate into their expectations of their heavenly Father. Therefore, 
let ‘father’ carry a positive connotation for children so they will know 
how wonderfully privileged they are to have a heavenly Father.
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Chapter 10

Can You Recognize True Worship?

1.It is very important for all of us to be able to recognize true worship 
and true religion. Otherwise, we will not be able to truly benefit ourselves 
in the way the Father wants us to, or be fit for the Father’s purpose. As 
Jesus explained to the Samaritan woman:

“[T]he hour is coming, and it is now, when the true worshipers 
will worship the Father with spirit and truth, for, indeed, the 
Father is looking for suchlike ones to worship him. God is 
a Spirit, and those worshiping him must worship with spirit 
and truth.’” – John 4:23-24

2.Unfortunately, true worship and true religion have been grossly 
misunderstood. As a result, rather than being a facility to promote 
brotherly love and unity, the search for true worship and true religion 
has resulted in divisions and condemnation. It has given rise to the ideas 
of religious superiority and clergy/laity distinctions, rather than spiritual 
equality and divine fraternity.

3.We believe a return to the proper understanding of true worship and 
true religion, as demonstrated and explained by Jesus Christ, will heal 
the division, unify the children of God, and reverse the gross stagnation 
of the true good news of the Kingdom.

Is There Only One True Religion?

4.Yes! It is the religion of Jesus! Not a religion about Jesus, but the 
religion of Jesus – the religion Jesus himself practiced of selfless service 
to mankind and whole‑souled devotion to the Father. Remember, while 
he is our Creator and the son of God (Colossians 1:15-16), he also lived 
among us as a human son of man.
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“So the Word became flesh and resided among us, and we had 
a view of his glory, a glory such as belongs to an only‑begotten 
son from a father; and he was full of undeserved kindness and 
truth.” – John 1:14

5.As a son of man, Jesus was obliged to worship the Father in the way 
a man worships Him. So, one may ask: What religion was Jesus? For 
that is the religion we should want to belong to.

6.We know that he was not Baptist, Lutheran, Jehovah’s Witness, 
Catholic, Mormon or any other denomination. Such religions are 
offshoots and derivatives of Jesus’ religion. They are various expressions 
of how Jesus’ religion is understood by some. Even the whole of 
Christianity is preceded and superceded by Jesus’ religion of ‘spiritual 
and true worship.’ Do we get the sense of that?

7.Each of these denominations is an attempt at understanding and 
practicing the religion of Jesus. Yet, for the most part, they are religions 
about Jesus. In other words, instead of looking to how Jesus worshiped, 
they focus on worshiping Jesus. They promote his divinity – his miracle 
working – and overlook his humanity – his faithfulness, his loyalty, his 
complete trust in the Father.

8.As our Creator, Jesus does accept our petitions – our prayers for 
help. But he does so in order to equip us to better worship the Father:

“Most truly I say to you, He that exercises faith in me, that one 
also will do the works that I do; and he will do works greater 
than these, because I am going my way to the Father. Also, 
whatever it is that you ask in my name, I will do this, in 
order that the Father may be glorified in connection with 
the Son. If you ask anything in my name, I will do it.” – John 
14:12-14
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9.But he himself does not want to be worshiped. When Satan 
tempted Jesus to seek worship for himself:

“Jesus said to him: ‘Go away, Satan! For it is written, “It is 
Jehovah your God you must worship, and it is to him alone 
you must render sacred service.” – Matthew 4:10

10.How unfortunate that many have sacrificed Jesus of Nazareth to 
even the wonderful concept of the glorified Christ. The humanity of 
Jesus must not be taken away from struggling man. Both aspects of our 
Creator must be given equal honor. He belongs to us, just as we belong 
to him.

11.Jesus of Nazareth was a religious man who, by faith, achieved the 
knowing and the doing of the will of God, which is to uplift and serve 
mankind. The people heard him gladly because he was one of them, an 
unpretentious layman. Yes, the world’s greatest religious teacher was 
indeed a layman! At his baptism, the Father acknowledged:

“This is my Son, the beloved, whom I have 
approved.” – Matthew 3:17

12.If we are to be approved, we must to follow his example of faith.

“And whoever does not accept his torture stake and follow 
after me is not worthy of me.” – Matthew 10:38

13.To ‘follow Jesus’ means to personally share his religious faith and to 
enter into the spirit of his life of unselfish service of man. It should not 
be the aim of kingdom believers literally to imitate the outward life of 
Jesus in the flesh, but rather to share his faith; to trust God as he trusted 
God; and to believe in men as he believed in men.
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14.Through his life example, he demonstrated true worship and true 
religion. In speaking to the apostle Thomas:

“Jesus said to him: ‘I am the way and the truth and the life. 
No one comes to the Father except through me.” – John 14:6

15.Thus, one of the most important things in human living is to find 
out what Jesus himself believed, to discover his ideals, and to strive for 
the achievement of his exalted life purpose. Of all human knowledge, 
that which is of greatest value is to know the religious life of Jesus and 
how he lived it.

“This means everlasting life, their taking in knowledge of you, 
the only true God, and of the one whom you sent forth, Jesus 
Christ.” – John 17:3

16.That, dear brothers and sisters, is true worship and true religion!

What Did Jesus Say about False Christians?

17.Jesus did not say one word about ‘false Christians,’ nor in any of 
his teachings did he ever condemn the sheep. The only people Jesus ever 
condemned were ‘false teachers’ – those who took it upon themselves 
to be religious leaders of men, but who were intentionally misleading 
them. He said:

“Be on the watch for the false prophets that come to you in 
sheep’s covering, but inside they are ravenous wolves. By 
their fruits you will recognize them. Never do people gather 
grapes from thorns or figs from thistles, do they? Likewise 
every good tree produces fine fruit, but every rotten tree 
produces worthless fruit; a good tree cannot bear worthless 
fruit, neither can a rotten tree produce fine fruit. Every tree 
not producing fine fruit gets cut down and thrown into the 
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fire. Really, then, by their fruits you will recognize those 
[men].” – Matthew 7:15-20

“Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! because 
you shut up the kingdom of the heavens before men; for you 
yourselves do not go in, neither do you permit those on their 
way in to go in.” – Matthew 23:13

“Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! because 
you give the tenth of the mint and the dill and the cumin, 
but you have disregarded the weightier matters of the Law, 
namely, justice and mercy and faithfulness. These things 
it was binding to do, yet not to disregard the other things. 
Blind guides, who strain out the gnat but gulp down the 
camel!” – Matthew 23:23-24

18.Jesus never condemned people for being mistaken or misled; 
though he did warn them of the dangers of blindly following after men:

“Then the disciples came up and said to him: ‘Do you know 
that the Pharisees stumbled at hearing what you said?’ In 
reply he said: ‘Every plant that my heavenly Father did not 
plant will be uprooted. Let them be. Blind guides is what they 
are. If, then, a blind man guides a blind man, both will fall 
into a pit.’” – Matthew 15:13-14

19.When Jesus saw those who were misled, instead of ridiculing or 
reviling, he felt pity for them, and sought to help them by sharing the 
good news of the Kingdom:

“On seeing the crowds he felt pity for them, because they were 
skinned and thrown about like sheep without a shepherd. 
Then he said to his disciples: ‘Yes, the harvest is great, but the 
workers are few. Therefore, beg the Master of the harvest to 
send out workers into his harvest.’” – Matthew 9:36-38
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20.As followers of Jesus, and sharers in his religion, we should respond 
to people who we believe are being misled in the same manner as Jesus 
did – with a sincere desire to help them – not condemn them as false 
brothers.

Recognizing True Worshipers

21.One might think that there are certain acts or certain doctrines 
that identify true worshipers. One might have a list of such things and 
decide to measure others by these standards. However, in many cases, the 
list of so‑called ‘identifying marks’ do not necessarily mean the bearers of 
these ‘marks’ are true worshipers.

22.For example, people can respect the Bible, honor God’s name, 
preach about the kingdom, avoid entanglements with the world, and love 
members of their own religion. These are fine and honorable acts. Yet 
a person can perform all of these acts, and still not be worshiping ‘with 
spirit and truth.’ (John 4:23-24)

23.For the most part, these are social acts – acts that placate our 
fellow believers. But they are not necessarily acts of true worship and 
genuine religion. We are reminded of what Jesus said to the Jews of his 
day, quoting from the prophet Isaiah:

“This people honors me with their lips, yet their heart is far 
removed from me. It is in vain that they keep worshiping me, 
because they teach commands of men as doctrines.’” – Matthew 
15:8-9

24.True worship is heartfelt communion with the Father. It is a 
whole‑souled consecration to doing the divine will. And it is summed 
up in these two commandments:

“‘You must love Jehovah your God with your whole heart 
and with your whole soul and with your whole mind.’ This 
is the greatest and first commandment. The second, like 
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it, is this, ‘You must love your neighbor as yourself.’ On 
these two commandments the whole Law hangs, and the 
Prophets.” – Matthew 22:37-40

25.True worshipers are identified by their fruits. (Matthew 7:16-20) 
If they are truly worshiping with spirit, they will exhibit the fruitage of 
the spirit.

“[T]he fruitage of the spirit is love, joy, peace, long‑suffering, 
kindness, goodness, faith, mildness, self‑control. Against such 
things there is no law.” – Galatians 5:22-23

26.And if they are worshiping with truth, they will be true to what 
they believe, not hypocritical. The life they live in private is the life they 
live in public. And they will be hungering and thirsting for righteousness, 
and thus open to a constant refining of their faith.

27.Foremostly, they will be imitating Jesus and practicing his religion 
of whole‑souled dedication to the Father and to the doing of his will.

“Whatever you are doing, work at it whole‑souled as to 
Jehovah, and not to men, for you know that it is from Jehovah 
you will receive the due reward of the inheritance. Slave for 
the Master, Christ.” – Colossians 3:23-24

28.In essence, true worshipers recognize the Fatherhood of God and 
the brotherhood of man, they teach the same message of entry into the 
Kingdom of the Heavens as Jesus taught, and they follow the Christ 
‘wherever he goes.’ (Revelation 14:4)

Identifying True Religion

29.If you can understand the above factors, you can identify the true 
religion. It is the religion Jesus practiced of selfless service to mankind 
and whole‑souled devotion to the Father.
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30.Today, all Christian denominations are seeking to follow Christ to 
the best of their ability. Some have more true facts in their belief system 
than do others. But all of them are offshoots and derivatives of the true 
religion of Jesus.

31.What is now needed is a turning to the religion of Jesus instead 
of practicing a religion about Jesus. True religion today must adopt the 
same beliefs and teachings that Jesus himself held nearly 2000 years ago. 
Doctrines may be refined, and facts may be updated, but true worship 
and true religion remain unchanged.

32.To the extent that our doctrines need refinement, true worshipers 
are open to that refinement. They know that coming to an accurate 
knowledge of truth is a gradual process – and some are further along in 
the process than are others. For this reason, Jesus counseled:

“Stop judging that you may not be judged; for with what 
judgment you are judging, you will be judged; and with the 
measure that you are measuring out, they will measure out to 
you. Why then, do you look at the straw in your brother’s eye, 
but do not consider the rafter in your own eye? Or how can 
you say to your brother, ‘Allow me to extract the straw from 
your eye’; when, look! a rafter is in your own eye? Hypocrite! 
First extract the rafter from your own eye, and then you 
will see clearly how to extract the straw from your brother’s 
eye.” – Matthew 7:1-5

33.He also counseled:

“Keep on asking, and it will be given you; keep on seeking, and 
you will find; keep on knocking, and it will be opened to you. 
For everyone asking receives, and everyone seeking finds, and 
to everyone knocking it will be opened.” – Matthew 7:7-8

34.That being the case, true worshipers must be humble and 
understand that they do not know it all. They will need to make 
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progressive adjustments in their beliefs, though their heartfelt worship 
and selfless religion will remain unchanged and steadfast.

35.True worshipers are willing to make those adjustments. They have 
a keen desire to please the Father and are willing to be molded by the 
Spirit of Truth, knowing that there is always more to learn:

“I have many things yet to say to you, but you are not able 
to bear them at present. However, when that one arrives, 
the spirit of the truth, he will guide you into all the truth, 
for he will not speak of his own impulse, but what things 
he hears he will speak, and he will declare to you the things 
coming.” – John 16:12-13

36.So, as long as there is breath in our bodies, there is an opportunity 
to turn to true worship and to the true religion of Jesus Christ. When we 
do, we will be able to identify ourselves as true worshipers of the Father 
who practice the true religion of brotherly love and selfless service to 
mankind, no matter what offshoot or derivative we are associated with.
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Chapter 11

How Do Bible Principles  
Benefit us?

1.Bible principles are commonly used to enable Christians to be better 
people – better husbands, better wives, better children, better employers, 
better employees, etc. And this is a fine use of Bible principles.

2.But there is an even deeper and more meaningful way that Bible 
principles can be used – a way that results in our eternal survival and our 
realization of the heavenly hope held out to us. For sons and daughters 
of the Kingdom, we will expound on the higher use of Bible principles.

The Need for Guidance

3.Like animals, man has built‑in instincts and automated actions and 
reactions that guide his behavior in order to survive. For example, we 
thirst when we need water, we hunger when we need food, we generate 
adrenaline when we need to flee, we get sleepy when we need rest.

4.Our instincts help us to maneuver through our environment in the 
best way to preserve and promote our physical survival. But man was not 
created to just survive. The Father has big plans for his earthly sons and 
daughters – plans that are beyond even our most fantastic imagination:

“Eye has not seen and ear has not heard, neither have there 
been conceived in the heart of man the things that God has 
prepared for those who love him.” – 1 Corinthians 2:9

5.These plans were laid even before man was created:

“Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
for he has blessed us with every spiritual blessing in the 
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heavenly places in union with Christ, just as he chose us in 
union with him before the founding of the world, that we 
should be holy and without blemish before him in love. For 
he foreordained us to the adoption through Jesus Christ 
as sons to himself, according to the good pleasure of his will, 
in praise of his glorious undeserved kindness which he kindly 
conferred upon us by means of [his] loved one.” – Ephesians 
1:3-6

6.Yet man has no instinctive knowledge of these matters. For centuries, 
even millenniums, man has been in the dark about these plans.

“I became a minister of this [congregation] in accordance 
with the stewardship from God which was given me in your 
interest to preach the word of God fully, the sacred secret 
that was hidden from the past systems of things and from 
the past generations. But now it has been made manifest to 
his holy ones, to whom God has been pleased to make known 
what are the glorious riches of this sacred secret among the 
nations. It is Christ in union with you, the hope of [his] 
glory.” – Colossians 1:25-27

7.But with the arrival of Christ Jesus, the sacred secret was made 
known, and man was invited to enter into the heavenly Kingdom. But 
how would we get there? What must we do? What sort of persons must 
we be? To answer these questions, we need outside guidance – guidance 
from another knowledgeable source. Our human instincts will not lead 
us into the Kingdom of the Heavens. As the Apostle Paul wrote:

“For ‘everyone who calls on the name of Jehovah will be 
saved.’ However, how will they call on him in whom they 
have not put faith? How, in turn, will they put faith in him 
of whom they have not heard? How, in turn, will they hear 
without someone to preach? How, in turn, will they preach 
unless they have been sent forth? Just as it is written: ‘How 
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comely are the feet of those who declare good news of good 
things!’” – Romans 10:13-15

8.Yes, in order to reach our spiritual goals and begin the heavenly 
career, we need guidance – an understanding of the good news of the 
Kingdom and its underlying Bible principles.

Using Bible Principles

9.Bible principles are the policies that underlie the laws that are stated 
in the Bible. Principles are a higher form of guidance than are laws. But 
the ability to follow principles is a skill acquired through maturity. We 
can illustrate it this way:

10.When a boy is about 2 to 5 years of age, you would lay down a 
strict law not to go out into the street unaccompanied by an adult. You 
would accompany that law with various assurances of punishment. The 
punishment is not the goal. It is not intended to harm the child; but only 
to reinforce the seriousness of not going into the street.

11.As he gets older and he is able to understand what laws are, he is 
given a little more freedom in this regard. You would change the law to 
an admonition only to cross the street at light signals. There is no need 
to assure punishment for disobeying. Instead, you would accompany 
the admonition with information, such as an explanation of what the 
signal means, and the possible result of not obeying the traffic signal. 
The consequences are often a sufficient deterrent against crossing the 
street in disregard to the signal.

12.As he gets older and his thinking ability increases, he comes to 
understand the dangers inherent in crossing a street. Now all he needs is 
a principle: only cross the street when it is safe. Accordingly, his freedom 
also increases as he understands that there are various ways to successfully 
cross a street, even jay‑walking’ on occasion, as long as he navigates the 
danger safely. That is what Bible principles are all about – helping you 
to navigate life’s dangers safely.
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13.The principle of crossing only when safe is meaningless to a 2 year 
old, and insufficient for an older child. Allowing a child to engage life on 
principles alone leads to certain disaster. They simply are not mentally 
equipped to utilize principles. Laws are for the immature, whereas 
principles are for those who have their perceptive powers trained ‘through 
use.’ (Hebrews 5:14)

14.The Hebrew nation in Biblical times was a fleshly nation in need 
of laws written on tablets. They began as an illiterate, nomadic tribe who 
held primitive ideas about God. Moses began them on a journey toward 
spiritual maturity by establishing certain and specific laws and rules of 
behavior. But those laws were not to continue indefinitely. A time would 
come when mankind would develop the ability to successfully maneuver 
life by principles alone. Jeremiah prophesied about that day when he 
wrote:

“‘For this is the covenant that I shall conclude with the house 
of Israel after those days,’ is the utterance of Jehovah. ‘I will 
put my law within them, and in their heart I shall write 
it. And I will become their God, and they themselves will 
become my people. And they will no more teach each one 
his companion and each one his brother, saying, ‘KNOW 
Jehovah!’ for they will all of them know me, from the least 
one of them even to the greatest one of them,’ is the utterance 
of Jehovah. ‘For I shall forgive their error and their sin I shall 
remember no more.” – Jeremiah 31:33-34

15.Thus, understanding principles is the means by which laws are 
written in the heart. In other words, one does not have to be taught 
specific laws because the underlying principle which directs appropriate 
behavior exists within the individual himself. James put it this way:

“[P]ut away all filthiness and that superfluous thing, badness, 
and accept with mildness the implanting of the word which 
is able to save your souls.” – James 1:21
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16.The temporary nature of laws, as regards their ability to develop 
spiritually mature people, is explained in Paul’s letter to the Galatians:

“However, before the faith arrived, we were being guarded 
under law, being delivered up together into custody, looking to 
the faith that was destined to be revealed. Consequently the 
Law has become our tutor leading to Christ, that we might 
be declared righteous due to faith. But now that the faith 
has arrived, we are no longer under a tutor.” – Galatians 
3:23-25

17.The follower of Christ is expected to be a spiritually mature 
individual who can operate from principles. He is to be long removed 
from the elementary, bedouin way of thinking. This is evident in Peter 
and Paul’s counsel regarding Christian freedom. And they acknowledged 
that while we are not under law, we are not lawless:

“Be as free people, and yet holding your freedom, not as a 
blind for badness, but as slaves of God.” – 1 Peter 2:16

“You were, of course, called for freedom, brothers; only do 
not use this freedom as an inducement for the flesh, but 
through love slave for one another. For the entire Law stands 
fulfilled in one saying, namely: ‘You must love your neighbor 
as yourself.’” – Galatians 5:13-14

18.In Paul’s counsel, he explained that the founding principle of 
Christian freedom is to love your neighbor as yourself. If we apply 
that principle in our lives, no laws regarding moral social behavior are 
necessary.

19.Each of us who endeavors to be a spiritual son or daughter of God 
and joint heir with Christ, must took to the underlying Bible principles 
for guidance. And if we do so, we will without fail find ourselves approved 
and ready for entry into the Kingdom of the Heavens.
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The Two Primary Principles

20.Since Jesus was here to advance mankind spiritually, he did not 
lay down any new laws. Nor did he promote any existing laws. Instead, 
Jesus penetrated all laws and reached down to the underlying principles 
of successful living and survival potential. When asked about which laws 
his followers should adhere to, this exchange occurred:

“[O]ne of them, versed in the Law, asked, testing him: 
‘Teacher, which is the greatest commandment in the Law?’ 
He said to him: ‘You must love Jehovah your God with 
your whole heart and with your whole soul and with your 
whole mind.’ This is the greatest and first commandment. 
The second, like it, is this, ‘You must love your neighbor 
as yourself.’ On these two commandments the whole Law 
hangs, and the Prophets.” – Matthew 22:35-40

21.Though labeled as commandments for the sake of his audience, 
these are more accurately referred to as the two great principles which 
underlie the ‘whole body of law’ that is intended to develop God‑oriented 
people.

22.These two principles are to be applied consecutively – loving God 
first, and then our neighbor – because when we love God first, we are in 
the proper frame of mind to love our neighbor.

Benefitting From Bible Principles

23.When we love the Father with our whole heart, soul, mind and 
strength, we gain a clean conscience. When we love our neighbor as 
ourselves, we gain clean personal relationships. When we apply Bible 
principles in our daily activities, we are helped to successfully navigate 
life in the flesh. But the highest benefit we receive from applying Bible 
principles is that we will be able to ‘get a firm hold on the real life’ – the 
eternal destiny, the heavenly career.
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“Give orders to those who are rich in the present system of 
things not to be high‑minded, and to rest their hope, not on 
uncertain riches, but on God, who furnishes us all things 
richly for our enjoyment; to work at good, to be rich in fine 
works, to be liberal, ready to share, safely treasuring up for 
themselves a fine foundation for the future, in order that they 
may get a firm hold on the real life.” – 1 Timothy 6:17-19

24.Applying Bible principles allows us to look beyond the superfluous 
things, the superficial laws. And they help us to focus on what really makes 
a difference in people’s lives – love for God and service to mankind.
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How Can You Draw Close to God?

1.When we accept the reality that there is a God, it is natural and 
appropriate that we would want to draw close to Him. It is ingrained 
in the human psyche to search for our maker. We observe that children 
who are abandoned or adopted at birth eventually seek out their natural 
parents. Even non‑believing scientists go to great lengths to explore 
the universe. Consciously or unconsciously, they are searching for their 
origin, their life‑giver, their Father.

2.The sons and daughters of God have a keen, undiluted and 
unmistakable desire to draw closer and closer to the Father until we 
actually attain to His presence. Here, we will discuss a few ways that we 
can do this.

The Benefits of Prayer

3.Prayer is the technique by which every person, no matter their 
earthly accomplishments, social status, or national origin, can effectively 
and immediately approach and communicate with his Maker. We cannot 
imagine that a loving and merciful Creator would not make himself 
easily accessible and approachable by his creations. The Father/Child 
relationship is the preeminent relationship in the universe of universes, 
so much so that God himself reaches down to the human realm, past 
all spirit personalities (even past the Christ), to personally indwell the 
minds of his earthly sons and daughters.

“Do you not know that you people are God’s temple, and that 
the spirit of God dwells in you?” – 1 Corinthians 3:16

“What! Do you not know that the body of you people is [the] 
temple of the holy spirit within you, which you have from 
God?” – 1 Corinthians 6:19
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4.It is by means of this indwelling spirit that God is aware of every 
action and reaction of His earthly children. He does not look down from 
His heavenly station and peer into our lives. He actually goes through 
our lives with us as a part of us. Thus, not one of us can do anything that 
God does not know about. Jesus told us:

“Do not two sparrows sell for a coin of small value? Yet not 
one of them will fall to the ground without your Father’s 
[knowledge]. But the very hairs of your head are all 
numbered. Therefore have no fear: you are worth more than 
many sparrows.” – Matthew 10:29-31

5.So clearly God hears all prayers. But does He listen, or give heed 
and respond, to all prayers? The answer is no. While God makes Himself 
available to His children at all times and under all circumstances, man 
must open the human end of the channel of communication in order to 
make available this ever‑flowing stream of divine ministry. When man 
hears God’s spirit speak within the human heart, inherent in such an 
experience is the fact that God simultaneously hears that man’s prayer. 
However, when the human heart deliberately and persistently harbors 
the concepts of sin and iniquity, there gradually ensues the loss of 
personal prayer connection between man and his Maker.

6.If man turns away from the divine will, the very act of such 
deliberate and conscious disdain by the creature figuratively turns the 
‘ears’ of God away from hearing the personal petitions of such lawless 
and disobedient humans.

“He that is turning his ear away from hearing the law – even 
his prayer is something detestable.” – Proverbs 28:9

7.Jesus, quoting from the Hebrew prophet, tells us:

“This is why I speak to them by the use of illustrations, 
because, looking, they look in vain, and hearing, they hear 
in vain, neither do they get the sense of it; and toward them 
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the prophecy of Isaiah is having fulfillment, which says, ‘By 
hearing, you will hear but by no means get the sense of it; and, 
looking, you will look but by no means see. For the heart of 
this people has grown unreceptive, and with their ears they 
have heard without response, and they have shut their eyes; 
that they might never see with their eyes and hear with their 
ears and get the sense of it with their hearts and turn back, 
and I heal them.’” – Matthew 13:13-15

8.Even the forgiveness of sin operates in this same unerring fashion. 
The Father in heaven has forgiven us even before we have thought to ask 
Him; this is an established fact.

“Furthermore, though you were dead in your trespasses and 
in the uncircumcised state of your flesh, [God] made you alive 
together with him. He kindly forgave us all our trespasses 
and blotted out the handwritten document against us, which 
consisted of decrees and which was in opposition to us; and 
He has taken it out of the way by nailing it to the torture 
stake.” – Colossians 2:13-14

9.But such forgiveness is not available in our personal religious 
experience until such time as we forgive our fellow men. God’s 
forgiveness in fact is not conditioned upon our forgiving our fellows; 
but in experience it is exactly so. We might understand that by saying 
that God’s forgiveness has already been sent and is at the door. But it is 
our forgiveness of our brothers that opens the door so we can receive it. 
So we see that prayer does not change the divine attitude toward man; 
but it does change man’s attitude toward the changeless Father.

10.Jesus established the fact of the synchrony of divine and human 
forgiveness by way of the prayer that he taught the apostles.

“‘Give us today our bread for this day; and forgive us our 
debts, as we also have forgiven our debtors. And do not 
bring us into temptation, but deliver us from the wicked 
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one.’ For if you forgive men their trespasses, your heavenly 
Father will also forgive you; whereas if you do not forgive 
men their trespasses, neither will your Father forgive your 
trespasses.” – Matthew 6:11-15

11.This rule also applies in the area of mercy:

“Happy are the merciful, since they will be shown 
mercy.” – Matthew 5:7

“As for anyone stopping up his ear from the complaining 
cry of the lowly one, he himself also will call and not be 
answered.” – Proverbs 21:13

12.And also to judging:

“Stop judging that you may not be judged; for with what 
judgment you are judging, you will be judged; and with the 
measure that you are measuring out, they will measure out to 
you. Why then do you look at the straw in your brother’s eye, 
but do not consider the rafter in your own eye? Or how can 
you say to your brother, ‘Allow me to extract the straw from 
your eye’; when, look! a rafter is in your own eye? Hypocrite! 
First extract the rafter from your own eye, and then you 
will see clearly how to extract the straw from your brother’s 
eye.” – Matthew 7:1-5

13.In fact, it applies to all areas of our lives:

“All things, therefore, that you want men to do to you, you 
also must likewise do to them; this, in fact, is what the Law 
and the Prophets mean.” – Matthew 7:12

14.Thus, when we have become wholly dedicated to doing the will 
of the Father in heaven, and to treating others fairly by forgiving them, 
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showing mercy, and not judging them, we can be assured that He will 
listen to our prayers.

15.But listening to our prayers does not mean that He will grant every 
request. Many times, the things we ask for are things we are not prepared 
to receive. We have not truly counted the cost and the unintended 
consequences of our prayers being answered in the way we request. For 
example, we may pray for a marriage mate. But are we really equipped to 
receive a good and compatible partner? Have we developed patience and 
the ability to compromise? Can we trust? Can we be faithful? It would be 
better to pray for those qualities first, and when we have acquired them, 
then we will be in a position to receive a loving, thoughtful and compatible 
mate. Until then, answering the prayer may subject the praying individual 
and the acquired mate to unnecessary grief and tribulation.

16.As a wise father does not literally answer the foolish prayers of 
his ignorant and inexperienced children, neither does our heavenly One, 
albeit the children may derive much pleasure and satisfaction from the 
making of such absurd petitions. No, the Father gives to us the things 
that are best suited for our needs.

“Indeed, who is the man among you whom his son asks for 
bread – he will not hand him a stone, will he? Or, perhaps, he 
will ask for a fish – he will not hand him a serpent, will he? 
Therefore, if you, although being wicked, know how to give 
good gifts to your children, how much more so will your 
Father who is in the heavens give good things to those 
asking him?” Matthew 7:9-11

17.The lessons Jesus gave as to prayer show that it is appropriate 
to include in our prayers petitions for our own needs, including the 
forgiveness of our sins. (Matthew 6:11-12) But the larger portion of our 
prayers should focus on giving thanks and seeking help to do the divine 
will, trusting that the Father will provide everything we need. As Jesus 
said:



The Good News of the Kingdom for a Modern World

145

“Keep on, then, seeking first the kingdom and his 
righteousness, and all these [other] things will be added to 
you.” – Matthew 6:33

“Pray incessantly. In connection with everything give 
thanks. For this is the will of God in union with Christ Jesus 
respecting you.” – 1 Thessalonians 5:17-18

18.When we practice these things in connection with our prayers, we 
can be assured that the Father will not only hear our prayers, but listen 
and respond according to our needs.

19.And we do not want to forget that the Father sees us as eternal 
beings.

“This means everlasting life, their taking in knowledge of 
you, the only true God, and of the one whom you sent forth, 
Jesus Christ.” – John 17:3

“Most truly I say to you, He that believes has everlasting 
life.” – John 6:47

20.This means that the answers to some of our prayers may come after 
we begin the heavenly assent to the Father, when we are more prepared 
and better able to receive the responses we seek. If we do all things 
mentioned above and do not receive what we are asking for, then we can 
be assured there are other factors that come into play that perhaps we 
are not aware of. Instead of being ‘no,’ the answer could be ‘not now.’

21.Notwithstanding, the children of the Father should not hesitate 
to offer our prayers of thanksgiving, as well as our petitions for spiritual 
growth, spiritual insight, even our daily needs. We should be comfortable 
in communicating all things, even foolish things, to our heavenly Father. 
In many cases, the very vocalization of our absurd petitions reveals to us 
their folly and thereby we answer our own prayers.
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22.Know, too, that our God is not a sensitive egoist, or a harsh 
potentate who must be placated and appeased by our self‑deprecation. 
He is a loving, caring Father who wants our association, who seeks our 
association. He reached down to us first; He indwelt us before we even 
asked for it; He sent His son to reveal His true nature because He wants 
us to truly know Him; and He wants us to pour out our hearts to Him.

“And we ourselves have come to know and have believed 
the love that God has in our case. God is love, and he that 
remains in love remains in union with God and God remains 
in union with him. This is how love has been made perfect 
with us, that we may have freeness of speech in the day of 
judgment, because, just as that one is, so are we ourselves in 
this world. There is no fear in love, but perfect love throws 
fear outside, because fear exercises a restraint. Indeed, he that 
is under fear has not been made perfect in love. As for us, we 
love, because he first loved us.” – 1 John 4:16-19

23.We can, therefore, have faith that whatever we pray for, He will 
always provide exactly what we need. And He will never be late.

How to Pray

24.In what is referred to as the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus gave 
specific instruction on how to pray. Here is his counsel:

“Also, when you pray, you must not be as the hypocrites; 
because they like to pray standing in the synagogues and on the 
corners of the broad ways to be visible to men. Truly I say to 
you, They are having their reward in full. You, however, when 
you pray, go into your private room and, after shutting your 
door, pray to your Father who is in secret; then your Father 
who looks on in secret will repay you.” – Matthew 6:5-6
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25.Prayer is a personal matter between the praying individual and the 
Father. It is a sincere undertaking whose primary purpose is to connect 
and commune with the Father. It is in these private moments that we 
pour out our hearts, and reveal our most intimate concerns, even as did 
Jesus:

“In the days of his flesh [Christ] offered up supplications and 
also petitions to the One who was able to save him out of 
death, with strong outcries and tears, and he was favorably 
heard for his godly fear.” – Hebrews 5:7

26.If we were to make such displays in public, our motives could easily 
be questioned, and moreover, our pure unadulterated honesty could be 
stifled or misunderstood. Better to take Jesus’ counsel and follow his 
example, and offer our personal prayers in our private rooms.

27.But that is not to say that we cannot offer prayers of thanksgiving 
to the Father in public, as when we are about to partake of a meal. But 
we should be cognizant of our motives. Are we praying to draw attention 
to our godly devotion? Or are we sincerely giving thanks? If we are giving 
thanks in behalf of a group, it is necessary and appropriate to vocalize 
such prayers. But if we are offering personal thanks, we should remember 
that silent prayers are just as effective.

28.Neither does the counsel in Matthew mean that we cannot pray 
as a group or as a congregation. Group or congregational praying is 
very effective in that it aids in bringing the group closer together. When 
a group engages in community prayer for moral enhancement and 
spiritual uplift, such prayers positively effect the individuals composing 
the group. They are all made better because of participation. Even a 
whole city or an entire nation can be helped by such prayers. Confession, 
repentance, and prayer have led individuals, cities, nations, and whole 
races to mighty efforts of reform and courageous deeds of positive and 
audacious achievement.



148

How Can You Draw Close to God?

29.Jesus also warned his followers against thinking that their prayers 
would be rendered more effective by ornate repetitions, eloquent 
phraseology, fasting, penance, or sacrifices.

“But when praying, do not say the same things over and over 
again, just as the people of the nations do, for they imagine 
they will get a hearing for their use of many words. So, do not 
make yourselves like them, for God your Father knows what 
things you are needing before ever you ask him.” – Matthew 
6:7-8

30.No, prayer is not a magical incantation. Nor it is a means whereby 
we ask God to solve all of our difficulties. Prayer is not a substitute for 
action; instead, prayer should be a stimulus to action. We pray to have 
the courage, wisdom and ability to know how to act – not asking God to 
act for us, but with us.

31.Our prayers should also be fair. We should not expect God to 
show partiality – to love us more than His other children, our friends, 
neighbors, even enemies.

“However, I say to you; Continue to love your enemies and to 
pray for those persecuting you; that you may prove yourselves 
sons of your Father who is in the heavens, since he makes 
his sun rise upon wicked people and good and makes it 
rain upon righteous people and unrighteous.” – Matthew 
5:44-45

32.Remember, while prayer does not change God, it very often effects 
great and lasting changes in the one who prays in faith and confident 
expectation. Prayer has been the ancestor of much peace of mind, 
cheerfulness, calmness, courage, self‑mastery, and fair‑mindedness in the 
men and women who are seeking to do the divine will. We should pray 
as Jesus taught his disciples – honestly, unselfishly, with fairness, and 
without doubting.
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33.If we are to engage in effective praying, we should bear in mind 
these thoughts:

·  We must be sincere and courageous as we face the problems of 
life. We must develop spiritual stamina.

·  We must have honestly exhausted the human capacity for 
achieving what we seek. We must have been industrious.

·  We must surrender our desires to the transforming embrace of 
spiritual growth. We must allow the Spirit of Truth to do its 
work in our lives.

·  We must make a wholehearted choice to do the divine will. We 
must obliterate indecision in this regard.

·  We must not only recognize the Father’s will and choose to do 
it, but we must have made an unqualified consecration, and a 
dynamic dedication, to the actual doing of the Father’s will.

·  We must pray with a view to obtaining divine wisdom that 
would help us solve the specific human problems we encounter 
now, and the wisdom that will carry us throughout our heavenly 
career.

·  And we must have faith – a living faith.

34.Finally, when we have made our prayers to the Father, we should 
remain for a time in silent receptivity to afford the indwelling spirit 
the better opportunity to speak to our listening soul. The spirit of the 
Father speaks best to man when the human mind is in an attitude of 
true worship. Yes, effective prayer involves the ministry of the Father’s 
indwelling spirit and the illumination of the God‑oriented human mind 
that is saturated with truth, goodness, fairness and love.
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Why Christians Meet Together

35.The apostle Paul, in speaking with the Hebrew Christians, 
admonished:

“Let us hold fast the public declaration of our hope without 
wavering, for he is faithful that promised. And let us consider 
one another to incite to love and fine works, not forsaking the 
gathering of ourselves together, as some have the custom, but 
encouraging one another, and all the more so as you behold 
the day drawing near.” – Hebrews 10:23-25

36.This is the main reason Christians should meet together – to 
encourage one another to hold fast to their hope – the heavenly hope, the 
only hope for survival after human death. We need that encouragement 
because it is so easy to get sidetracked and put spiritual matters on the 
back burner while we deal with the pressing affairs of earthly life.

37.Of course, we can gain encouragement by reading our Bibles and 
by personal prayer. But there are distinct advantages to meeting together 
with those of like minds.

38.For one, we gain the benefit of the thoughts and ideas of our 
fellows:

“For I am longing to see you, that I may impart some spiritual 
gift to you in order for you to be made firm; or, rather, that 
there may be an interchange of encouragement among 
you, by each one through the other’s faith, both yours and 
mine.” – Romans 1:11-12

39.Spiritual growth is mutually stimulated by intimate association 
with other believers. And love, which supplies the soil for spiritual 
growth, is multiplied when in association with others of like faith.
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40.By meeting together, we also learn to cooperate with other minds. 
We learn to harmonize our thinking with others.

“By iron, iron itself is sharpened. So one man sharpens the 
face of another.” – Proverbs 27:17

41.When we live an isolated life, we can become selfish and severely 
socially handicapped. We might begin to develop strange ideas about life 
and God and man, ideas that are not challenged by others so as to be 
sharpened and refined, all of which will lead to calamity.

“One isolating himself will seek [his own] selfish longing; 
against all practical wisdom he will break forth.” – Proverbs 
18:1

42.From the beginning, God acknowledged:

“It is not good for the man to continue by himself. I am going 
to make a helper for him, as a complement of him.” – Genesis 
2:18

43.This counsel remains true throughout our earthly and our heavenly 
careers. We must look at ourselves as the Father looks at us, as future 
spirit beings with eternity in view:

“If, however, you were raised up with the Christ, go on seeking 
the things above, where the Christ is seated at the right hand 
of God. Keep your minds fixed on the things above, not on 
the things upon the earth.” – Colossians 3:1-2

44.Consider this: When we begin the heavenly ascent, we will no 
doubt encounter a variety of advanced beings and we will have to know 
how to adjust ourselves to cooperative living. Better that we develop this 
skill now to ensure the greatest success in our new abodes.
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45.But the most profound benefit of meeting together is to gain access 
to the mind of Christ. He told his disciples:

“For where there are two or three gathered together in my 
name, there I am in their midst.” – Matthew 18:20

46.Yes, Jesus Christ himself, in the form of the Spirit of Truth, is with 
us when we meet together. And that Spirit moves us to a realization of 
truth in a manner that is exponentially more potent than any singular 
association.

47.And of course, the highest purpose of gathering together is to 
honor Christ and partake of the evening meal that he instituted as a 
remembrance of him. (Luke 22:14-20)

Benefits From Drawing Close to God

48.We discussed how to draw close to God in Chapter 2. We pointed 
out that we are already physically close to God because a portion of His 
Spirit dwells within each of us:

“Do you not know that you people are God’s temple, and that 
the spirit of God dwells in you?” – 1 Corinthians 3:16

“What! Do you not know that the body of you people is [the] 
temple of the holy spirit within you, which you have from 
God?” – 1 Corinthians 6:19

49.So the need to draw close to God is not physical, but spiritual. We 
need to align our spirit with the Father’s Spirit. As Jesus said:

“You must accordingly be perfect, as your heavenly Father is 
perfect.” – Matthew 5:48

50.We do that by prayer, by meeting together with like minds, and by 
imitating his only‑begotten Son, Jesus Christ:
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“Jesus said to him: “I am the way and the truth and the life. 
No one comes to the Father except through me.” – John 14:6

51.The benefits of drawing close to God are far too numerous to state. 
So we will simply share some scriptural thoughts:

“You are opening your hand; And satisfying the desire of 
every living thing.” – Psalms 145:16

“Eye has not seen and ear has not heard, neither have there 
been conceived in the heart of man the things that God has 
prepared for those who love him.” – 1 Corinthians 2:9

52.Jesus enumerated some of the benefits in his Sermon on the 
Mount:

“Happy are those conscious of their spiritual need, since the kingdom 
of the heavens belongs to them. · Happy are those who mourn, since 
they will be comforted. · Happy are the mild‑tempered ones, since they 
will inherit the earth. · Happy are those hungering and thirsting for 
righteousness, since they will be filled. · Happy are the merciful, since 
they will be shown mercy. · Happy are the pure in heart, since they 
will see God. · Happy are the peaceable, since they will be called ‘sons 
of God.’ · Happy are those who have been persecuted for righteousness’ 
sake, since the kingdom of the heavens belongs to them. · Happy are 
you when people reproach you and persecute you and lyingly say every 
sort of wicked thing against you for my sake. Rejoice and leap for joy, since 
your reward is great in the heavens; for in that way they persecuted the 
prophets prior to you.” – Matthew 5:3-12

53.And there are many more ideas scattered throughout the Christian 
Greek Scriptures:

“Most truly I say to you, He that believes has everlasting 
life.” – John 6:47
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“However, when that one arrives, the spirit of the truth, he 
will guide you into all the truth, for he will not speak of his 
own impulse, but what things he hears he will speak, and he 
will declare to you the things coming.” – John 16:13

“No temptation has taken you except what is common to 
men. But God is faithful, and he will not let you be tempted 
beyond what you can bear, but along with the temptation 
he will also make the way out in order for you to be able to 
endure it.” – 1 Corinthians 10:13

“For all who are led by God’s spirit, these are God’s sons. For 
you did not receive a spirit of slavery causing fear again, but 
you received a spirit of adoption as sons, by which spirit we 
cry out: “Abba, Father!” The spirit itself bears witness with 
our spirit that we are God’s children. If, then, we are children, 
we are also heirs: heirs indeed of God, but joint heirs with 
Christ, provided we suffer together that we may also be 
glorified together.” – Romans 8:14-17

“For the creation was subjected to futility, not by its own will 
but through him that subjected it, on the basis of hope that 
the creation itself also will be set free from enslavement to 
corruption and have the glorious freedom of the children of 
God.” – Romans 8:20-21

“As for us, our citizenship exists in the heavens, from which 
place also we are eagerly waiting for a savior, the Lord Jesus 
Christ, who will refashion our humiliated body to be 
conformed to his glorious body according to the operation 
of the power that he has, even to subject all things to 
himself.” – Philippians 3:20

“Do not be anxious over anything, but in everything by prayer 
and supplication along with thanksgiving let your petitions 
be made known to God; and the peace of God that excels all 
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thought will guard your hearts and your mental powers by 
means of Christ Jesus.” – Philippians 4:6-7

“He delivered us from the authority of the darkness and 
transferred us into the kingdom of the Son of his love, by 
means of whom we have our release by ransom, the forgiveness 
of our sins.” – Colossians 1:13-14

“Pay constant attention to yourself and to your teaching. Stay 
by these things, for by doing this you will save both yourself 
and those who listen to you.” – 1 Timothy 4:16

“For no matter how many the promises of God are, they 
have become Yes by means of him. Therefore also through 
him is the “Amen” [said] to God for glory through us.” – 2 
Corinthians 1:20

54.And in summary, we encourage you:

“Taste and see that Jehovah is good, O you people; Happy 
is the able‑bodied man that takes refuge in him.” – Psalms 
34:8
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Chapter 13

What is the Good News  
About Religion?

1.It is said that religion is so vital that it persists in the absence 
of learning. It will persist even when it has been contaminated with 
erroneous ideas and false philosophies. It will persist even when it 
promotes and encourages acts of violence to accomplish its ‘peaceful’ 
goals. It will persist even when its beliefs are exposed as nonsensical. 
The need for religion is so deeply ingrained in the human psyche that it 
can supercede reason, logic, and even fact.

2.But religion can also be the most powerful force for good on our 
planet. When religion allows itself to be disciplined by constructive 
criticism, amplified by enhanced philosophy, purified by true science, 
and nourished by loyal fellowship, it can add real meaning and value 
to our lives, our families, our communities, our nations, even our entire 
planet. But, most importantly, religion thus refined is the only path to 
personality survival after human death. No other endeavor dares to 
make such a bold promise.

3.For those souls who want more life beyond 70 or 80 years of 
progressive deterioration, who want more experiences beyond those 
currently attainable in the human condition, who want answers to life’s 
most perplexing questions, including “Why are we here?” they have only 
one option that can satisfy their longings – true religion.

4.Therefore, fair questions about the nature and destiny of religion 
itself are relevant. In every age, man must take a fresh look at religion in 
light of the advances in knowledge and understanding of himself and his 
universe. Only then can we hope to benefit from our religion rather than 
be stifled and oppressed by it.
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Is All Religion Good?

5.We need only look around our world to see that all religion 
is not good. Religion is considered by some to be the ‘opiate’ of the 
people – meaning that it creates nothing more than fantasies in the 
minds of struggling men and women to help cope with life. Though this 
description does not characterize religion as a whole, we must admit that 
to some extent, this description is accurate.

6.When religion fails to enhance and enrich the human experience, it 
is not good. When religion fosters prejudice and intolerance, and stifles 
creativity and growth, it is not good. When religion ignores true science 
and belittles beneficial philosophy, it is not good. And, of course, when 
religion encourages violence, oppression and suppression to accomplish 
its goals, it is not good.

7.However, when we inquire about the value of religion, we are not 
asking whether the people who make up a religious group are good or 
bad. We are fundamentally asking whether its teachings are good or bad, 
beneficial or harmful, healthy or unhealthy. Thus, our inquiry should 
rightly focus on the leadership, not the rank and file.

8.For the most part, the individual members of a religion are 
following the lead of their ‘shepherds’ and they are endeavoring to be 
‘good and faithful sheep.’ Religion has become so complicated that the 
average person is too overwhelmed with the sheer number of different 
ideologies and charismatic personalities to embark on an in‑depth 
personal investigation. Instead, they entrust their spiritual education and 
worship into the hands of others whom they cursorily, and often times 
emotionally, judge to be worthy. As a result, we find people who are easily 
led into an unhealthful course, though believing they are serving God.

9.We are certain that if religion’s leaders promoted healthy principles, 
the membership would likewise be healthy. If religion’s leaders promoted 
love, tolerance and forgiveness, the people who attend those religions 
would likewise be loving, tolerant and forgiving. This is why Jesus 
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focused all his criticism of religion on the religious leaders. Never did 
Jesus condemn the sheep. He pitied them and sought to help them. But 
to the religious leaders who were not looking out for the best interests of 
the flock, he had strong words.

“Be on the watch for the false prophets that come to you in 
sheep’s covering, but inside they are ravenous wolves. By 
their fruits you will recognize them. Never do people gather 
grapes from thorns or figs from thistles, do they? Likewise 
every good tree produces fine fruit, but every rotten tree 
produces worthless fruit; a good tree cannot bear worthless 
fruit, neither can a rotten tree produce fine fruit. Every tree 
not producing fine fruit gets cut down and thrown into the 
fire. Really, then, by their fruits you will recognize those 
[men].” – Matthew 7:15-20

“Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! because 
you shut up the kingdom of the heavens before men; for you 
yourselves do not go in, neither do you permit those on their 
way in to go in.” – Matthew 23:13

“Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! because 
you give the tenth of the mint and the dill and the cumin, 
but you have disregarded the weightier matters of the Law, 
namely, justice and mercy and faithfulness. These things 
it was binding to do, yet not to disregard the other things. 
Blind guides, who strain out the gnat but gulp down the 
camel!” – Matthew 23:23-24

10.Clearly, Jesus did not tolerate religious abuse. His own words 
establish that all religion is not good. But how did the current pitiful 
state of religion develop among followers of Jesus Christ, who was a 
proponent of spiritual freedom? A brief look at Christian history sheds 
light on this question.
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11.When Jesus arrived on the scene back in the first century C.E., the 
Jews were mired in a religion of rituals and works of law. They needed 
the approval of their religious leaders in order to feel acceptable to God. 
Theirs was a religion of works. Jesus introduced them to a new form of 
religion – religion of the spirit – which requires the active participation 
of mind and soul. It removed the apparent wall between man and God, 
abolished the priesthood, and invited all to approach God as a loving 
Father who welcomes our personal worship.

12.All followers of Jesus would be brothers – spiritual equals – with 
each one being led by God’s spirit. (Romans 8:14-16)

“But you do not you be called Rabbi, for one is your teacher, 
whereas all you are brothers. Moreover, do not call anyone 
your father on earth, for one is your Father, the heavenly One. 
Neither be called ‘leaders,’ for your Leader is one, the Christ. 
But the greatest one among you must be your minister. 
Whoever exalts himself will be humbled, and whoever 
humbles himself will be exalted.” – Matthew 23:8-12

13.Jesus’ religion is interactive with the Father and encourages service 
to one’s fellow man. It is not consumed with striving for personal 
salvation, for our salvation is guaranteed by our faith:

“Most truly I say to you, He that believes has everlasting 
life.” – John 6:47

14.Instead, they were given a ministry to introduce others to the 
teachings of Christ so they, too, would have the potential of salvation.

“But all things are from God, who reconciled us to himself 
through Christ and gave us the ministry of the reconciliation, 
namely, that God was by means of Christ reconciling a world 
to himself, not reckoning to them their trespasses, and he 
committed the word of the reconciliation to us. We are 
therefore ambassadors substituting for Christ, as though 
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God were making entreaty through us. As substitutes for 
Christ we beg: “Become reconciled to God.” – 2 Corinthians 
5:18-20

15.However, after about 300 years of pursuing a religion of the spirit, 
things changed. History tells us that about this time, the early Christians 
established a central church that usurped the autonomy of the individual 
Christian, taking away the disciple‑making work and placing it solely in 
the hands of the church leaders. The individual Christian was relegated 
to the position of merely an audience member or attendee at the church, 
and not an active participant in spreading the good news.

16.Christianity became a religion of the mind, which requires only 
a passive and purely intellectual assent to the authority of the church 
leaders. By casting their lots in with such religions of authority, they 
compromised the sovereignty of personality, they debased the dignity 
of self‑respect, and they utterly surrendered the right to participate in 
that most thrilling and inspiring of all possible human experiences – the 
personal quest for truth.

17.Most Christians today find themselves, knowingly or unknowingly, 
a part of a religion of the mind. This superficial type of religion breeds 
ignorance and intolerance and is the main reason why religion has such 
a bad name.

18.No, all religion is not good. But not because religious people are 
not good. Because many of the leaders of religions are not teaching 
good, healthful, God‑like principles. They have abandoned the religion 
of the spirit and assert a religion of the mind – a religion of ecclesiastical 
authority – the “weak and beggarly elementary things.” (Galatians 4:9)

19.If religion’s leaders would turn to the actual, authentic, plain and 
open teachings of the Christ, the people would manifest goodness in 
their lives. Religion’s value would soar and many self‑professed atheists 
and agnostics would see the wisdom and value of pursuing a spiritual 
life, and turn to God.
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20.For these reasons, religion will continue to carry a bad name until 
one important thing occurs: The populace must take control of their own 
spiritual lives rather than abandoning it to the self‑assumed authority of 
men. There must be a return to a religion of the spirit.

The Good News About Religion

21.The good news about religion is that it is the sure and only path to 
personality survival after human death.

“Most truly I say to you, He that hears my word and believes 
him that sent me has everlasting life, and he does not come 
into judgment but has passed over from death to life.” – John 
5:24

22.True religion is the great liberator of man. It effectively cures man’s 
sense of spiritual isolation and loneliness.

“For where there are two or three gathered together in my 
name, there I am in their midst.” – Matthew 18:20

“If you love me, you will observe my commandments; and I 
will request the Father and he will give you another helper 
to be with you forever, the spirit of the truth, which the 
world cannot receive, because it neither beholds it nor knows 
it. You know it, because it remains with you and is in you. I 
shall not leave you bereaved. I am coming to you. A little 
longer and the world will behold me no more, but you will 
behold me, because I live and you will live. In that day you 
will know that I am in union with my Father and you are in 
union with me and I am in union with you. He that has my 
commandments and observes them, that one is he who loves 
me. In turn he that loves me will be loved by my Father, and 
I will love him and will plainly show myself to him.” – John 
14:15-21
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23.True religion enfranchises the believer as a son of God, and a 
citizen of the universe. It assures man that, by accepting his sonship, 
he is thereby identifying himself with the eternal purpose of the Father. 
Such a liberated son immediately begins to feel at home in the universe, 
his universe.

“As for us, our citizenship exists in the heavens, from 
which place also we are eagerly waiting for a savior, the Lord 
Jesus Christ, who will refashion our humiliated body to be 
conformed to his glorious body according to the operation 
of the power that he has, even to subject all things to 
himself.” – Philippians 3:20-21

24.The good news about religion is that it provides a direct line of 
communication between man and God by means of His indwelling 
spirit.

“Do you not know that you people are God’s temple, and that 
the spirit of God dwells in you?” – 1 Corinthians 3:16

25.No more is there a need for priests or human mediators in order to 
approach the Father in prayer.

“But you, do not you be called Rabbi, for one is your 
teacher, whereas all you are brothers. Moreover, do not 
call anyone your father on earth, for one is your Father, the 
heavenly One.” – Matthew 23:8-9

26.Though geographically far away, the Father has provided His Son, 
Christ Jesus, as ‘the way’ to attain to the presence of the Father.

“Jesus said to him: “I am the way and the truth and the life. 
No one comes to the Father except through me.” – John 14:6

27.And there is no partiality. The Father does not play favorites. He 
loves all of us equally, no matter our race, gender or social status.
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“At this Peter opened his mouth and said: “For a certainty 
I perceive that God is not partial, but in every nation the 
man that fears him and works righteousness is acceptable to 
him.” – Acts 10:34-35

28.The good news about religion is that true religion can change 
the world by means of the spiritual brotherhood of man. Not through 
religious collectivism, but through the acts of the individual who has 
been inspired and uplifted by his religion. In this way, religion can serve 
as a stabilizing force in society, while at the same time, remaining no part 
of it.

29.The Bible book of Revelation contains prophecy that many have 
interpreted to mean that God himself will put an end to false religion. 
While we do not profess to be able to interpret prophecy at this time, we 
will leave room for that interpretation.

30.In the meantime, if we look at what is plain, open and unambiguous, 
we can see that there is much man can do now to refine religion. Yes, 
religion can be purified so that we can gain the benefits true religion 
was meant to bestow, namely a successful earthly sojourn that suitably 
prepares us for the real life – the heavenly career. (1 Timothy 6:17-19)

31.Though it was thwarted, religion of the spirit is slumbering within 
Christianity, waiting for a more spiritual age. That time has come. 
Religion that is backwards and harmful will be a thing of the past just as 
soon as mankind has the courage to stand up to ecclesiastical oppression 
and take their rightful place as children of God. It is really quite that 
simple.

32.When we recognize that we are all children of God, we are 
acknowledging that every man is our brother. (Matthew 23:8-9) If 
Christianity had not been usurped by ecclesiastical hierarchy, and 
returned to the mire (2 Peter 2:22), we could have a worldwide spiritual 
brotherhood by now. A spiritual brotherhood is the cure to everything 
that ails mankind, including false and harmful religion. It is the Kingdom 
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of God on earth. The lack of a spiritual brotherhood, after all that Jesus 
taught, and after all that he has done for us, is reprehensible!

33.Yes, the good news about religion is that we have the power to 
change it.

“‘Not by a military force, nor by power, but by my spirit,’” 
Jehovah of armies has said.” – Zechariah 4:6

The Reaction of Sincere Worshipers

34.When we understand the problem, we can more clearly see 
the solution. Religion is on a bad path because the spirituality of the 
individual has been usurped and replaced with ecclesiastical authority. 
Rather than being led by spirit, we are being told by men what to believe, 
what to do, and what to say. The solution, therefore, is to recapture our 
spiritual lives, regain our spiritual autonomy, and subject ourselves to the 
actual, authentic, plain and open teachings of Jesus Christ.

35.We do this, not by rebelling against authority, but merely by 
asserting our own, ‘with a mild temper and deep respect’ (1 Peter 3:2), 
confirming in our hearts what we truly believe, and making that truth our 
own. When we let the Father’s laws be written in our hearts (Jeremiah 
31:33), we do not need man to teach us how to behave. (1 John 2:27)

36.As practitioners of the religion of the spirit, we will manifest the 
fruitage of the spirit – ‘love, joy, peace, long‑suffering, kindness, goodness, 
faith, mildness, and self‑control.’ (Galatians 5:22-23) By so doing, we 
eliminate the urge of others to feel they must step up and take control 
over our spiritual lives.

37.This does not mean that we should not have spiritual shepherds. 
‘Gifts in men’ is a provision of the Christ.

“Wherefore he says: ‘When he ascended on high he carried 
away captives; he gave gifts [in] men.’ . . . And he gave some 
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as apostles, some as prophets, some as evangelizers, some as 
shepherds and teachers, with a view to the readjustment of 
the holy ones, for ministerial work, for the building up of 
the body of the Christ.” – Ephesians 4:8, 11-12

38.But as Paul explained:

“What, then, is Apollos? Yes, what is Paul? Ministers through 
whom you became believers, even as the Lord granted each 
one. I planted, Apollos watered, but God kept making [it] 
grow; so that neither is he that plants anything nor is he 
that waters, but God who makes [it] grow. Now he that 
plants and he that waters are one, but each [person] will 
receive his own reward according to his own labor. For we 
are God’s fellow workers. You people are God’s field under 
cultivation, God’s building.” – 1 Corinthians 3:5-9

39.These spiritual shepherds must recognize the relative nature of 
their position. They are not lords or masters of our faith.

“Not that we are the masters over your faith, but we are 
fellow workers for your joy, for it is by [your] faith that you 
are standing.” – 2 Corinthians 1:24

40.We can help them along in their role by standing tall as spiritual 
men and women who take responsibility for our own salvation. After all, 
when we ‘stand before the judgment seat,’ we will stand alone.

41.All sincere people should courageously examine their religion to 
see if it promotes the idea and the ideal of sonship as Jesus taught. If it 
does, continue in that path, growing ever closer to the Father by putting 
on the mind of Christ (1 Corinthians 2:14-16) and the complete suit of 
armor from God. (Ephesians 6:11-18)

42.If, on the other hand, we find that our religion is not living up to 
Jesus’ message of sonship, we can, first, do our part to gain our brothers 
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by spreading this good news to our fellow worshipers, especially to 
those taking the lead. Many of religion’s leaders are humble enough to 
make adjustments when they are presented with irrefutable scriptural 
evidence.

43.But if our efforts at refinement are met with steadfast resistance 
as was the case with the religious leaders in Jesus’ day, we can take the 
counsel of Jesus himself when he sent forth his apostles with the good 
news of the Kingdom:

“Wherever anyone does not take you in or listen to your 
words, on going out of that house or that city shake the dust 
off your feet. Truly I say to you, It will be more endurable for 
the land of Sodom and Gomorrah on Judgment Day than for 
that city.” – Matthew 10:14

44.And if we choose to ‘go out from that city,’ we are assured of the 
Father’s loving care and protection:

“‘Therefore get out from among them, and separate yourselves,’ 
says Jehovah, ‘and quit touching the unclean thing’; ‘and I will 
take you in.’ ‘And I shall be a father to you, and you will be 
sons and daughters to me,’ says Jehovah the Almighty.” – 2 
Corinthians 6:17-18

45.Practicing the religion of the spirit requires faith – faith in the 
power of God and the certainty of His promises, faith in Jesus’ promise 
that he would send the Spirit of Truth to be with us and guide us, faith in 
the power of love to effect real change in ourselves and our communities, 
and faith in the power of a mere ‘mustard seed’ of faith! We must have a 
living, active faith based in love, not fear.

The Joy of Religion in Every Land

46.The Father has already put in motion a plan to bring joy to every 
land. It is the ministry of reconciliation:
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“But all things are from God, who reconciled us to himself 
through Christ and gave us the ministry of the reconciliation, 
namely, that God was by means of Christ reconciling a world 
to himself, not reckoning to them their trespasses, and he 
committed the word of the reconciliation to us. We are 
therefore ambassadors substituting for Christ, as though 
God were making entreaty through us. As substitutes for 
Christ we beg: “Become reconciled to God.” – 2 Corinthians 
5:18-20

47.By means of this ministry, the spiritual status and personal dignity 
of every man, woman and child is elevated. When we understand that 
this life is meant to be temporary, and that ‘the real life’ exists in the 
heavens, we are better equipped to cope with life’s vicissitudes. We are 
better able to understand and apply Jesus’ counsel:

“On this account I say to you: Stop being anxious about your 
souls as to what you will eat or what you will drink, or about 
your bodies as to what you will wear. Does not the soul mean 
more than food and the body than clothing? Observe intently 
the birds of heaven, because they do not sow seed or reap 
or gather into storehouses; still your heavenly Father feeds 
them. Are you not worth more than they are? Who of you 
by being anxious can add one cubit to his life span? Also, 
on the matter of clothing, why are you anxious? Take a lesson 
from the lilies of the field, how they are growing; they do not 
toil, nor do they spin; but I say to you that not even Solomon 
in all his glory was arrayed as one of these. If now, God thus 
clothes the vegetation of the field, which is here today and 
tomorrow is thrown into the oven, will he not much rather 
clothe you, you with little faith? So never be anxious and 
say, ‘What are we to eat?’ or, ‘What are we to drink?’ or, ‘What 
are we to put on?’ For all these are the things the nations are 
eagerly pursuing. For your heavenly Father knows you need 
all these things. Keep on, then, seeking first the kingdom 
and his righteousness, and all these [other] things will be 
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added to you. So, never be anxious about the next day, for the 
next day will have its own anxieties. Sufficient for each day is 
its own badness.” – Matthew 6:25-34

48.When the anxieties of earthly life have been lifted, we can go 
forward boldly as did the apostles and disciples of Christ in the first 
century, without fear of men.

“With that they called them and charged them, nowhere to 
make any utterance or to teach upon the basis of the name of 
Jesus. But in reply Peter and John said to them: “Whether it is 
righteous in the sight of God to listen to you rather than to God, 
judge for yourselves. But as for us, we cannot stop speaking 
about the things we have seen and heard.” – Acts 4:18-20

“So they brought them and stood them in the Sanhedrin hall. 
And the high priest questioned them and said: “We positively 
ordered you not to keep teaching upon the basis of this name, 
and yet, look! You have filled Jerusalem with your teaching, 
and you are determined to bring the blood of this man upon 
us.” In answer Peter and the [other] apostles said: “We must 
obey God as ruler rather than men.” – Acts 5:27-29

49.It was Jesus’ objective that the true good news of the kingdom be 
preached to the ends of the earth. (Matthew 28:19-20; Acts 1:8) We 
cannot let our Master down. In this 21st century, we can renew Jesus’ 
religion of the spirit by allowing ourselves to be guided by the Spirit of 
Truth, and then spread the message of sonship, which is the good news 
about religion, throughout our communities, until the Father sees fit to 
otherwise intervene in our affairs.

“May the God who gives hope fill you with all joy and peace 
by your believing, that you may abound in hope with power 
of holy spirit.” – Romans 15:13
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Chapter 14

Does God Have an Organization?

1.Many religions today claim to be the one true organization of God, 
the one channel God is using to communicate with man. But the idea 
that they alone are God’s representative is the very idea that will prevent 
them from realizing the grand destiny held out for mankind.

2.So we encourage all who carry this idea about the religious 
superiority and being the sole representative of God’s sovereignty on 
earth, to take a fresh, unbiased look at the matter. We believe such an 
investigation will reveal a much larger picture with greater blessings than 
currently realized.

God’s True Organization

3.Yes, God does indeed have an organization. The entire grand 
Universe is God’s organization! It is a universal family and every created 
thing is a part of God’s organization.

“Raise your eyes high up and see. Who has created these 
things? It is the One who is bringing forth the army of them 
even by number, all of whom he calls even by name. Due to 
the abundance of dynamic energy, he also being vigorous in 
power, not one [of them] is missing.” – Isaiah 40:26

4.Outside of God’s creation, there is nothing. There is no rival power 
or rival god who has created a separate universal organization. There is 
no one like the Father.

“Jehovah has become high above all the nations; His glory is 
above the heavens. Who is like Jehovah our God, Him who 
is making his dwelling on high? He is condescending to look 
on heaven and earth.” – Psalms 113:4-6
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5.But what about Satan? Is not Satan called “the god of this system 
of things?”

“If, now, the good news we declare is in fact veiled, it is 
veiled among those who are perishing, among whom the 
god of this system of things has blinded the minds of the 
unbelievers, that the illumination of the glorious good news 
about the Christ, who is the image of God, might not shine 
through.” – 2 Corinthians 4:3-4

6.Satan is called ‘a god,’ but he is a false god. He is not true Deity.

“We know we originate with God, but the whole world is 
lying in the [power of the] wicked one. But we know that 
the Son of God has come, and he has given us intellectual 
capacity that we may gain the knowledge of the true one. And 
we are in union with the true one, by means of his Son 
Jesus Christ. This is the true God and life everlasting.” – 1 
John 5:19-20

7.Satan is a creation. Since everything in our universe was created by 
and through Jesus, Satan is also one of Jesus’ children. Though rebellious, 
he is still a part of the universal family:

“He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all 
creation; because by means of him all [other] things were 
created in the heavens and upon the earth, the things visible 
and the things invisible, no matter whether they are thrones 
or lordships or governments or authorities. All [other] things 
have been created through him and for him.” – Colossians 
1:15-16

8.Satan is called ‘a god’ because he has influenced and confused so much 
of mankind. Rather than being a rival god with his own organization, 
Satan is more like a disgruntled, disruptive, rebellious older child who is 
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trying his best to poison the younger children. He is sarcastically called a 
‘father’ because he is the originator of the lie, the first child to rebel:

“You are from your father the Devil, and you wish to do the 
desires of your father. That one was a manslayer when he 
began, and he did not stand fast in the truth, because truth 
is not in him. When he speaks the lie, he speaks according to 
his own disposition, because he is a liar and the father of [the 
lie].” – John 8:44

9.Satan rebelled against the Creator and manipulated Adam and Eve 
to turn against the divine will. As a result, our world has been tainted 
with error and is spiritually retarded. For an in depth discussion of this 
fall, see Chapter 8. But know that this temporary state of retardation is 
being corrected through the administration of Christ Jesus as discussed 
below.

10.Also, Satan continues to be subject to the authority of God. He 
has limitations on his activities, and soon he will be devoid of activity.

“I shall not speak much with you anymore, for the ruler of the 
world is coming. And he has no hold on me, but, in order for 
the world to know that I love the Father, even as the Father 
has given me commandment [to do], so I am doing. Get up, 
let us go from here.” – John 14;30-31

“Subject yourselves, therefore, to God; but oppose the Devil, 
and he will flee from You.” – James 4:7

“Now there is a judging of this world; now the ruler of this 
world will be cast out.” – John 12:31

“And just a little while longer, and the wicked one will be no 
more; And you will certainly give attention to his place, and 
he will not be.” – Psalms 37:10
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11.In the days of the prophet Daniel, King Nebuchadnezzar was given 
a dream which Daniel interpreted. This is the lesson of the dream:

“By the decree of watchers the thing is, and [by] the saying 
of holy ones the request is, to the intent that people living 
may know that the Most High is Ruler in the kingdom 
of mankind and that to the one whom he wants to, he 
gives it and he sets up over it even the lowliest one of 
mankind.” – Daniel 4:17

12.True to the prophesy, King Nebuchadnezzar learned this lesson 
and was humbled. After his period of humiliation, he acknowledged this 
truth:

“And at the end of the days I, Nebuchadnezzar, lifted up to the 
heavens my eyes, and my own understanding began to return 
to me; and I blessed the Most High himself, and the One 
living to time indefinite I praised and glorified, because his 
rulership is a rulership to time indefinite and his kingdom 
is for generation after generation. And all the inhabitants 
of the earth are being considered as merely nothing, and he 
is doing according to his own will among the army of the 
heavens and the inhabitants of the earth. And there exists no 
one that can check his hand or that can say to him, ‘What 
have you been doing?’” – Daniel 4:34-35

13.The apostle Paul likewise made this clear:

“Let every soul be in subjection to the superior authorities, for 
there is no authority except by God; the existing authorities 
stand placed in their relative positions by God. Therefore 
he who opposes the authority has taken a stand against the 
arrangement of God; those who have taken a stand against it 
will receive judgment to themselves. For those ruling are an 
object of fear, not to the good deed, but to the bad. Do you, 
then, want to have no fear of the authority? Keep doing good, 
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and you will have praise from it; for it is God’s minister to 
you for your good. But if you are doing what is bad, be in 
fear: for it is not without purpose that it bears the sword; for 
it is God’s minister, an avenger to express wrath upon the 
one practicing what is bad.” – Romans 13:1-4

14.So in spite of what appears to the eyes, this entire planet is a part of 
God’s organization, and is subject to His ultimate authority. Whatever 
other authorities exist, they are relative authorities – they exist by God’s 
patience, tolerance or appointment. God retains the authority and ability 
to remove any and all such authorities at will. This includes all secular 
and religious authorities. King Nebuchadnezzar learned this the hard 
way. Many modern day authorities, both religious and secular, may have 
to learn this the hard way as well.

15.Though the ‘existing authorities’ are not fully carrying out the 
divine will, that time will come. Those relative authorities who allow 
themselves to be fashioned and molded by the divine will of God will 
continue. Those that do not will cease to exist. As to when these things 
will occur, we do not know exactly. But we are counseled:

“However, let this one fact not be escaping your notice, 
beloved ones, that one day is with Jehovah as a thousand 
years and a thousand years as one day. Jehovah is not slow 
respecting his promise, as some people consider slowness, 
but he is patient with you because he does not desire any 
to be destroyed but desires all to attain to repentance. 
Yet Jehovah’s day will come as a thief, in which the heavens 
will pass away with a hissing noise, but the elements being 
intensely hot will be dissolved, and earth and the works in it 
will be discovered.” – 2 Peter 3:8-10

16.God has been exercising patience with mankind. But not only 
patience, He provided guidance and direction by means of his prophets. 
And lastly God sent his Son, Christ Jesus, to effect a gentle but positive 
change in mankind’s affairs.
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“God, who long ago spoke on many occasions and in many 
ways to our forefathers by means of the prophets, has at the 
end of these days spoken to us by means of a Son, whom he 
appointed heir of all things, and through whom he made the 
systems of things.” – Hebrews 1:1-2

17.Jesus revealed to mankind its true destiny – eternal life in the 
heavens – and showed us how get there.

“I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the 
Father except through me.” – John 14:6

18.He also set up an administration on earth with the purpose of 
bringing all of mankind back in harmony with the divine will:

“This he caused to abound toward us in all wisdom and good 
sense, in that he made known to us the sacred secret of his 
will. It is according to his good pleasure which he purposed 
in himself for an administration at the full limit of the 
appointed times, namely, to gather all things together 
again in the Christ, the things in the heavens and the things 
on the earth. [Yes,] in him.” – Ephesians 1:8-10

19.This administration is religious in nature, but universal in its effect. 
In other words, while it originates in religion, its effect can, and will, 
extend beyond the borders of religion and throughout secular society. 
This administration is the spearhead of God’s sovereignty on earth and 
the means by which our planet will settle into its rightful and peaceful 
place in God’s universal organization.

20.However, when Jesus left the earth early in the first century, did 
he leave behind an earthly representative of this divine administration? 
And if so, how can we identify it?
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God’s Representatives on Earth

21.At the end of his earthly career, Jesus advised his apostles that 
authority for all matters within our universe had been given to him.

“And Jesus approached and spoke to them, saying: ‘All 
authority has been given me in heaven and on the earth.”– 
Matthew 28:18

22.The Apostle Paul confirmed this when he explained that after 
Jesus completed the work he came to do on earth, he was exalted to the 
highest station:

“Keep this mental attitude in you that was also in Christ 
Jesus, who, although he was existing in God’s form, gave 
no consideration to a seizure, namely, that he should be 
equal to God. No, but he emptied himself and took a slave’s 
form and came to be in the likeness of men. More than that, 
when he found himself in fashion as a man, he humbled 
himself and became obedient as far as death, yes, death on 
a torture stake. For this very reason also God exalted him 
to a superior position and kindly gave him the name that 
is above every [other] name, so that in the name of Jesus 
every knee should bend of those in heaven and those on earth 
and those under the ground, and every tongue should openly 
acknowledge that Jesus Christ is Lord to the glory of God the 
Father.” – Philippians 2:5-11

23.At the same time that Jesus revealed his enhanced sovereignty, he 
laid upon his disciples this command:

“Go therefore and make disciples of people of all the 
nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of 
the Son and of the holy spirit, teaching them to observe 
all the things I have commanded you. And, look! I am 
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with you all the days until the conclusion of the system of 
things.” – Matthew 28:19-20

24.Again, the Apostle Paul, expounded on this commission:

“But all things are from God, who reconciled us to himself 
through Christ and gave us the ministry of the reconciliation, 
namely, that God was by means of Christ reconciling a world 
to himself, not reckoning to them their trespasses, and he 
committed the word of the reconciliation to us.

“We are therefore ambassadors substituting for Christ, as 
though God were making entreaty through us. As substitutes 
for Christ we beg: ‘Become reconciled to God.’” – 2 
Corinthians 5:18-20

25.This ministry of reconciliation is the means by which Jesus’ 
administration will spread throughout the earth. Those conducting 
the ministry of reconciliation are called “ambassadors substituting for 
Christ.”

26.An ambassador is defined as:

“a diplomatic official of the highest rank, sent by one sovereign 
or state to another as its resident representative;”

“a diplomatic agent of the highest rank accredited to a foreign 
government or sovereign as the resident representative of his 
or her own government or sovereign or appointed for a special 
and often temporary diplomatic assignment;” and

“a diplomatic official of the highest rank appointed and 
accredited as representative in residence by one government 
to another.”
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27.Each of these definitions carry three common ideas: (1) that an 
ambassador is of high rank; (2) that he is sent to a foreign sovereign as a 
representative of his own sovereign government; and (3) that he becomes 
a resident in that foreign nation, often temporary. This definition aptly 
describes the sons and daughters of the Father:

(1)  They are sons and daughters of the highest authority in the 
universe, the Father of All, and heirs to the heavenly kingdom:

“For all who are led by God’s spirit, these are God’s sons. For 
you did not receive a spirit of slavery causing fear again, but 
your received a spirit of adoption as sons, by which spirit 
we cry out: “Abba, Father!” The spirit itself bears witness 
with our spirit that we are God’s children. If, then, we are 
children, we are also heirs: heirs indeed of God, but joint 
heirs with Christ, provided we suffer together that we may 
also be glorified together.” – Romans 8:14-17

(2)  They are citizens of a foreign sovereignty, the heavenly 
government:

“As for us, our citizenship exists in the heavens, from 
which place also we are eagerly waiting for a savior, the Lord 
Jesus Christ, who will refashion our humiliated body to be 
conformed to his glorious body according to the operation 
of the power that he has, even to subject all things to 
himself.” – Philippians 3:20-21

(3)  They are temporary residents on earth,

“Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ, to the temporary residents 
scattered about in Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia, and 
Bithynia, to the ones chosen according to the foreknowledge 
of God the Father, with sanctification by the spirit, for the 
purpose of their being obedient and sprinkled with the blood 
of Jesus Christ.” – 1 Peter 1:1-2
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“Beloved, I exhort you as aliens and temporary residents to 
keep abstaining from fleshly desires, which are the very ones 
that carry on a conflict against the soul.” – 1 Peter 2:11

28.Accordingly, the sons and daughters of God are the ambassadors 
of the heavenly kingdom and therefore the earthly representatives of 
God’s sovereignty on earth. But are all the ambassadors to be found in 
only one religion?

The Location of God’s Representatives

29.Without being judgmental and maintaining an open mind, let’s 
ask some questions about your religion: Is your religion perfect? Are all 
of your teachings infallible? Are all of your teachers infallible? Are there 
no members within your religion that are hypocritical and commit gross 
error? Is your religion a perfect imitation of Jesus? An honest hearted 
person would have to say, “No” to each of these questions.

30.In fact, isn’t it true that all religions have a lot right and a lot wrong? 
For example, one may be known for generosity; one may be known for 
faithfulness; one may be known for righteous conduct, etc. Think, too, 
If every religion was Jehovah’s Witness, who would run the hospitals? 
And if every religion was Catholic, who would preach? Who would feed 
the homeless? Who would assist those in poverty? One religion cannot 
do it all!

31.Likewise, those who chose to accept their sonship with God and 
take up the ministry of reconciliation are found throughout Christianity. 
So is one particular religion the earthly representative of God’s 
sovereignty on earth? No, not as a whole. But many members within 
those religions who accept their sonship with God and promote the 
kingdom of the heavens as Jesus taught it, they are the ambassadors and 
earthly representatives of God’s sovereignty.

32.This understanding creates a ‘level playing field,’ so to speak, such 
that no particular Christian religion is superior to the other. For many, 
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that’s a hard pill to swallow because of the claims of its shepherds that 
they are the only channel of God. But if we humble ourselves before the 
Father, we will be exalted. Jesus made this clear when he said:

“But you, do not you be called Rabbi, for one is your teacher, 
whereas all you are brothers. Moreover, do not call anyone 
your father on earth, for one is your Father, the heavenly One. 
Neither be called ‘leaders,’ for your Leader is one, the Christ. 
But the greatest one among you must be your minister. 
Whoever exalts himself will be humbled, and whoever 
humbles himself will be exalted.” – Matthew 23:8-12

33.The sons of God are led, not by men, but by spirit.

“For all who are led by God’s spirit, these are God’s 
sons.” – Romans 8:14

34.They accept the relative authority of their religious shepherds, but 
they understand that such men are merely fellow workers, not masters 
over their faith. Each of us stands alone before the Father on our own 
faith.

“Not that we are the masters over your faith, but we are fellow 
workers for your joy, for it is by [your] faith that you are 
standing.” – 2 Corinthians 1:24

35.The Father is not, and has never been, concerned with the earthly 
status of a person:

“At this Peter opened his mouth and said: “For a certainty 
I perceive that God is not partial, but in every nation the 
man that fears him and works righteousness is acceptable to 
him.” – Acts 10:34-35

“You are all, in fact, sons of God through your faith in Christ 
Jesus. For all of you who were baptized into Christ have put 



180

Does God Have an Organization?

on Christ. There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither 
slave nor freeman, there is neither male nor female; for you 
are all one [person] in union with Christ Jesus.” – Galatians 
3:26-28

36.Understanding the unity of Christ’s brothers and the relative 
position of religious authorities, we can better apply Jesus’ exhortation:

“Stop judging that you may not be judged; for with what 
judgment you are judging, you will be judged; and with the 
measure that you are measuring out, they will measure out to 
you. Why, then, do you look at the straw in your brother’s eye, 
but do not consider the rafter in your own eye? Or how can 
you say to your brother, ‘Allow me to extract the straw from 
your eye’; when, look! a rafter is in your own eye? Hypocrite! 
First extract the rafter from your own eye, and then you 
will see clearly how to extract the straw from your brother’s 
eye.” – Matthew 7:1-5

37.In fact, the days of God requiring formal worship has passed. What 
is relevant to the Father now are the hearts and minds of the individuals, 
not a particular religious group. As he said to the Samaritan woman:

“Jesus said to her: “Believe me, woman, The hour is coming 
when neither in this mountain nor in Jerusalem will you 
people worship the Father. You worship what you do not 
know; we worship what we know, because salvation originates 
with the Jews. Nevertheless, the hour is coming, and it is now, 
when the true worshipers will worship the Father with 
spirit and truth, for, indeed, the Father is looking for suchlike 
ones to worship him. God is a Spirit, and those worshiping 
him must worship with spirit and truth.” – John 4:21-24

38.Accordingly, in this 21st century, the ambassadors who are 
substituting for Christ – the earthly representatives of God’s 
sovereignty – may be located throughout Christianity. No, all roads do 
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not lead to God, but God can be found on any road. And when you find 
Him, head north – toward the heavenly kingdom!

The Purpose of Organizing Together

39.The real purpose of organizing ourselves into religious groups 
is not to set ourselves up as a superior religious authority, but to show 
by example the benefits of godly devotion, to enhance the service of 
unselfish fellowship, to provide wise counsel and spiritual guidance, and 
encourage group worship.

40.Religion is supposed to encourage friendship and morality, not 
judgment and condemnation. And primarily at this time, it is supposed 
to facilitate the spread of the good news of the kingdom as Jesus taught 
it. As a reminder:

·  Jesus taught that the time had come when mankind could enter, 
actually and literally, into the Kingdom of the Heavens:

“Repent, you people, for the kingdom of the heavens has 
drawn near.” – Matthew 4:17

“Then he went around throughout the whole of Galilee, 
teaching in their synagogues and preaching the good news 
of the kingdom and curing every sort of disease and every 
sort of infirmity among the people.” – Matthew 4:23

“Happy are those conscious of their spiritual need, since the 
kingdom of the heavens belongs to them. Happy are those 
who mourn, since they will be comforted. Happy are the 
mild‑tempered ones, since they will inherit the earth. Happy 
are those hungering and thirsting for righteousness, since 
they will be filled. Happy are the merciful, since they will be 
shown mercy. Happy are the pure in heart, since they will 
see God. Happy are the peaceable, since they will be called 
‘sons of God.’ Happy are those who have been persecuted 
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for righteousness’ sake, since the kingdom of the heavens 
belongs to them. Happy are you when people reproach 
you and persecute you and lyingly say every sort of wicked 
thing against you for my sake. Rejoice and leap for joy, since 
your reward is great in the heavens; for in that way they 
persecuted the prophets prior to you.” – Matthew 5:3-11

·  He taught that God is our Father:

“You must pray, then, this way: ‘Our Father in the heavens, 
let your name be sanctified. Let your kingdom come. Let your 
will take place, as in heaven, also upon earth. Give us today our 
bread for this day; and forgive us our debts, as we also have 
forgiven our debtors. And do not bring us into temptation, 
but deliver us from the wicked one.’ For if you forgive men 
their trespasses, your heavenly Father will also forgive you; 
whereas if you do not forgive men their trespasses, neither 
will your Father forgive your trespasses.” – Matthew 6:9-15

.·  He taught that we are all brothers:

“But you, do not you be called Rabbi, for one is your teacher, 
whereas all you are brothers. Moreover, do not call anyone 
your father on earth, for one is your Father, the heavenly 
One.” – Matthew 23:8-9

·  He taught that from the very beginning of time, the Father 
wanted mankind to have an ownership interest in the heavenly 
kingdom:

“Then the king will say to those on his right, ‘Come, you 
who have been blessed by my Father, inherit the kingdom 
prepared for you from the founding of the world.” – Matthew 
25:34



The Good News of the Kingdom for a Modern World

183

·  He taught that in order to enter the Kingdom of the Heavens, 
we must be born again:

“In answer Jesus said to him: “Most truly I say to you, 
Unless anyone is born again, he cannot see the kingdom of 
God.” – John 3:3

·  He taught that we must strive to imitate him as he imitated our 
Father:

“You must accordingly be perfect, as your heavenly Father is 
perfect.” – Matthew 5:48

·  He taught that we must endeavor to know him and the Father:

“This means everlasting life, their taking in knowledge of you, 
the only true God, and of the one whom you sent forth, Jesus 
Christ.” – John 17:3

·  He taught that we only need to keep two ‘commandments’ in 
order to please God:

“[O]ne of them, versed in the Law, asked, testing him: 
‘Teacher, which is the greatest commandment in the Law?’ 
He said to him: ‘You must love Jehovah your God with 
your whole heart and with your whole soul and with your 
whole mind.’ This is the greatest and first commandment. 
The second, like it, is this, ‘You must love your neighbor 
as yourself.’ On these two commandments the whole Law 
hangs, and the Prophets.” – Matthew 22:35-40

·  He taught us to seek forgiveness of our sins and to forgive 
others:

“‘Give us today our bread for this day; and forgive us our 
debts, as we also have forgiven our debtors. And do not 
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bring us into temptation, but deliver us from the wicked 
one.’ For if you forgive men their trespasses, your heavenly 
Father will also forgive you; whereas if you do not forgive 
men their trespasses, neither will your Father forgive your 
trespasses.” – Matthew 6:11-15

·  He taught us to stop judging others:

“Stop judging that you may not be judged; for with what 
judgment you are judging, you will be judged; and with the 
measure that you are measuring out, they will measure out to 
you. Why then do you look at the straw in your brother’s eye, 
but do not consider the rafter in your own eye? Or how can 
you say to your brother, ‘Allow me to extract the straw from 
your eye’; when, look! a rafter is in your own eye? Hypocrite! 
First extract the rafter from your own eye, and then you 
will see clearly how to extract the straw from your brother’s 
eye.” – Matthew 7:1-5

·  He taught us the supreme law of fairness:

“All things, therefore, that you want men to do to you, you 
also must likewise do to them; this, in fact, is what the Law 
and the Prophets mean.” – Matthew 7:12

·  And he gave us a work to do:

“Go therefore and make disciples of people of all the nations, 
baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and 
of the holy spirit, teaching them to observe all the things I 
have commanded you. And, look! I am with you all the days 
until the conclusion of the system of things.” – Matthew 
28:19-20

41.Representatives of God’s sovereignty should be heralding the same 
messages and seeking the Kingdom’s increase.
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42.But when religion becomes institutionalized, its power for good is 
greatly curtailed, while the possibilities for evil are greatly multiplied. It 
diverts us from the service of God to the service of the organization. It 
inclines leaders to become administrators instead of ministers.

43.Over‑organizing tends to establish oppressive ecclesiastical 
authority, creates the aristocratic “chosen‑people” attitudes, and becomes 
an intolerant judge of its adherents and those who do not adhere. And 
it fails to hold the interest of adventurous youth who are the future 
proclaimers of the good news of salvation, and the hope for continuing 
Jesus’ work on earth.

44.A religious organization can give directions in the dark, but the 
ambassadors who substitute for Christ are light bearers! (Matthew 
5:14-16) Rather than needing men to lead us, ambassadors help the 
individual to find his own way to the Father. Ask yourself: Would you 
prefer someone to shout out directions to you in a dark room? Or would 
you prefer to have a flashlight?

45.To the extent that we have joined ourselves together into an 
organization, we must make certain that the organization does not 
overtake us or usurp the authority of the Christ. We must practice the 
religion of the spirit, rather than a religion of the mind. Otherwise, we 
will become nothing more than institutionalized slaves instead of the 
free children of God according to the grand purpose that Jesus Christ 
lived and died for:

“Jehovah’s spirit is upon me, because he anointed me to 
declare good news to the poor, he sent me forth to preach a 
release to the captives and a recovery of sight to the blind, to 
send the crushed ones away with a release, to preach Jehovah’s 
acceptable year.” – Luke 4:18-19

“And so Jesus went on to say to the Jews that had believed 
him: “If you remain in my word, you are really my disciples, 
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and you will know the truth, and the truth will set you 
free.” – John 8:31-32

“Now this Hagar means Sinai, a mountain in Arabia, and 
she corresponds with the Jerusalem today, for she is in slavery 
with her children. But the Jerusalem above is free, and she 
is our mother.” – Galatians 4:25-26

“For the creation was subjected to futility, not by its own will 
but through him that subjected it, on the basis of hope that 
the creation itself also will be set free from enslavement to 
corruption and have the glorious freedom of the children 
of God.” – Romans 8:20-21
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Chapter 15

The Good News –  
A Message for All People

1.The Good News of the kingdom is the message Jesus brought to 
inform and educate mankind about God’s true and lasting purpose for 
us. It is called ‘news’ because it is something different from what mankind 
had previously been taught. The early Hebrew prophets spoke often 
about a future time when peaceful conditions will prevail on earth.

“And he will certainly render judgment among the nations 
and set matters straight respecting many peoples. And they 
will have to beat their swords into plowshares and their spears 
into pruning shears. Nation will not lift up sword against 
nation, neither will they learn war anymore.” – Isaiah 2:4

“The wilderness and the waterless region will exult, and the 
desert plain will be joyful and blossom as the saffron . . . . For 
in the wilderness waters will have burst out, and torrents 
in the desert plain. And the heat‑parched ground will have 
become as a reedy pool, and the thirsty ground as springs of 
water.”– Isaiah 35:1, 6-7

“The earth itself will certainly give its produce.” – Psalm 
67:6

“There will come to be plenty of grain on the earth; On the 
top of the mountains there will be an overflow.” – Psalms 
72:16

“They will certainly plant vineyards and eat their fruitage . . . . 
they will not plant and someone else do the eating.” – Isaiah 
65:21, 22
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“And no resident will say: “I am sick.” The people that 
are dwelling in [the land] will be those pardoned for their 
error.” – Isaiah 33:24

2.Man continues to look forward to those promises and we are 
assured they will all be fulfilled. But peace on earth is not all that God 
has promised. There was something more, something greater, something 
new! Hence, the Good News of the kingdom!

3.In summary, the Good News is that God is the Father of all mankind, 
all mankind are brothers, and all mankind have the opportunity to 
survive mortal death and enter into the Kingdom of the Heavens where 
they will live eternally, if they want to. These are ALL new ideas. While 
it appears that the Jewish people of old had some idea of these matters 
(Matthew 8:11), no Hebrew teacher or prophet openly taught them.

4.The Good News as Jesus taught it takes man beyond being good and 
upright human beings. It uplifts and upsteps mankind. It lets them know 
that God exists, that God cares, and that God has a greater purpose for 
man than the current limited earthly existence. The Good News opens 
man’s eyes to greater horizons and assures them that the grand universe 
that they can observe on a clear night and through manifold telescopes 
is theirs to explore and enjoy for an eternity. It gives them peace of mind 
knowing that they are citizens of a friendly universe, and potentially 
eternal beings who will survive mortal death, if they truly want to.

5.Jesus intended that the Good News as he taught it be preached to 
everyone on earth, no matter their nationality, race, social status, political 
persuasion, religion, or gender. It is a universal message that everyone 
must hear ‘before the end comes.’

“And this Good News of the kingdom will be preached in all 
the inhabited earth for a witness to all the nations; and then 
the end will come.” – Matthew 24:14
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6.But what is the ‘end?’ Many believe Jesus was referring to a 
catastrophic end that will be brought about by means of the War of 
Armageddon. However, what if Jesus meant that the preaching work 
itself (not a war) would bring an end to sorrow and confusion, an end to 
war and suffering, and an end to spiritual dysfunction? Yes, perhaps Jesus 
meant that once the Good News of the kingdom has been preached to 
all mankind, mankind himself will heed the message, stop the madness, 
and follow the Christ. Perhaps this is the ‘end’ we are awaiting. Perhaps 
this is when the ‘meek shall inherit the earth.’ (Matthew 5:5) If so, this 
makes the preaching of the true Good News just that more urgent.

Christianity’s Responsibility Toward the Good News

7.Jesus, as the originator of the Good News, commanded that his 
disciples spread his teachings to the entire world. He said:

“Go therefore and make disciples of people of all the nations, 
baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and 
of the holy spirit, teaching them to observe all the things I 
have commanded you. And, look! I am with you all the days 
until the conclusion of the system of things.” – Matthew 
28:19-20

8.His disciples obeyed this command to make disciples, immediately 
going forth throughout the known world converting many peoples and 
tribes and nations and tongues to the new religion of Christianity. They 
made disciples, true. But in many ways they failed to teach ‘the things 
Jesus commanded.’ As a result, Christianity became tainted with all 
manner of error.

9.Rather than being the religion of Jesus, Christianity became a 
religion about Jesus – a religion that faintly resembled the religion Jesus 
himself practiced. We discussed this in detail in Chapter 10.

10.We know that Christianity as a whole is not the religion Jesus 
practiced because of what we see in Christianity today and throughout 
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the centuries. The amount of bloodshed, violence, intolerance, injustice, 
pomp and arrogance, and immorality that exists in Christianity is not 
a reflection of what Jesus believed, what Jesus taught, or what Jesus 
practiced. Yet in among the religions of Christianity were, and are, those 
individuals who did try to imitate Jesus and serve God as he did to the 
best of their ability. Unfortunately, these spiritual and faithful ones are 
the very ones who were persecuted the most by the religion that carries 
Jesus’ name.

11.Today, Christianity has made many strides in purifying itself of 
such behavior. The dark ages, the Inquisition, the witch hunts, and things 
like these, are things of the past. Christianity owes much of this refining 
to the civil governments that passed laws preventing such disrespect 
for human life. In the United States, one of the foremost reasons 
our government was formed was to protect the freedom of religion, 
including the freedom from oppressive religion. In these instances, the 
civil authorities are fulfilling their role as ‘ministers of God for our good.’ 
(Romans 13:1-4)

12.Also today, Christianity is slowly disengaging itself from 
superstitious and mystical ideas about life, and origins, and destinies 
thanks to advanced science. It is likewise refining its advice and counsel 
about temporal matters of life thanks to enlightened psychology and 
philosophy. Today, as never before in human history, Christianity has 
a real chance to carry out its intended purpose of lifting the minds and 
hearts of man to matters of the spirit and the divine; to let man know 
that their earthly, animal existence is only the beginning of life, and that 
if they would only look up and reach up, they have an eternal destiny 
‘prepared for them from the founding of the world.’ (Ephesians 1:3-6)

13.Christianity thus refined serves as a congregation of ambassadors 
for the heavenly kingdom. (2 Corinthians 5:18-20) Similar to secular 
ambassadors, the ambassadors for Christ reside in a foreign nation – the 
earth – for the purpose of introducing and familiarizing their fellow 
humans with their new nation of future residence – the heavenly 
kingdom. Like secular ambassadors, ambassadors for Christ are charged 
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with protecting and promoting the interests of the heavenly kingdom, 
welcoming those who seek to become citizens of the heavenly kingdom, 
and accurately portraying the mission of the heavenly kingdom when 
called upon by secular authorities.

14.In their diplomatic duties, they fraternize with all kinds of people, 
as did Jesus, for the purpose of fostering new fellowships, and educating 
the populace on what heavenly citizenship entails. They do not have to 
convert everyone to Christianity; but they are to teach everyone to be 
‘Christ‑like’ in their dealings with one another. Doctrines do not matter 
as much as does faith and love and a genuine desire to be Christ‑like. As 
Jesus often said:

“For God loved the world so much that he gave his 
only‑begotten Son, in order that everyone exercising faith in 
him might not be destroyed but have everlasting life.” – John 
3:16

“For this is the will of my Father, that everyone that beholds 
the Son and exercises faith in him should have everlasting 
life, and I will resurrect him at the last day.” – John 6:40

“Most truly I say to you, He that believes has everlasting 
life.” – John 6:47

“Most truly I say to you, He that hears my word and believes 
him that sent me has everlasting life, and he does not come 
into judgment but has passed over from death to life.” – John 
5:24

15.Yes, what is important is that one has the ability to exercise faith. 
If so, all other things will come in time. We can illustrate this point by 
looking at a sports franchise. A general manager who seeks good players 
is looking for those with knowledge of the game, the ability to play the 
game, the ability to play well with others, the ability to take direction, 
and the willingness to travel. It does not matter that a player has learned 
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the strategies and game plans of other teams. If he has the abilities just 
mentioned, the general manager knows he can work with such a player 
and teach him the new rules when he joins the team.

16.Likewise, the Father is looking for those who have the ability to 
exercise faith in the promises of Jesus Christ, the ability to get along with 
others, the ability to learn and take direction from the spirit of truth, 
and the willingness to travel to the heavens! It does not matter much 
what beliefs and ideologies one has acquired in their association with 
various religious groups. All these matters will be worked out in the 
heavens where Christ will ‘perfect our faith.’ (Hebrews 12:2) If one has 
the abilities just mentioned, the Father can work with them.

17.We note that each national and racial group has its own values and 
customs. This beautiful diversity is not offensive to the Father. There 
is no need to change people so that they all look, act and think alike. 
Instead, the Father seeks unity of faith.

18.Jesus did not lay down multiple rules of conduct. He simply 
imposed two commandments:

“[O]ne of them, versed in the Law, asked, testing him: 
‘Teacher, which is the greatest commandment in the Law?’ 
He said to him: ‘You must love Jehovah your God with 
your whole heart and with your whole soul and with your 
whole mind.’ This is the greatest and first commandment. 
The second, like it, is this, ‘You must love your neighbor 
as yourself.’ On these two commandments the whole Law 
hangs, and the Prophets.” – Matthew 22:35-40

19.And he proffered the supreme law of fairness:

“All things, therefore, that you want men to do to you, you 
also must likewise do to them; this, in fact, is what the Law 
and the Prophets mean.” – Matthew 7:12
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20.Jesus knew that people who are whole‑souled to God will behave 
in a way that honors that relationship, without the need for ‘spiritual 
police.’ As John wrote:

“And as for you, the anointing that you received from him 
remains in you, and you do not need anyone to be teaching 
you; but, as the anointing from him is teaching you about 
all things, and is true and is no lie, and just as it has taught 
you, remain in union with him.” – 1 John 2:27

21.Jesus did not focus on doctrines; he focused on spiritual 
things – the fruits of the spirit, “love, joy, peace, long‑suffering, kindness, 
goodness, faith, mildness, self‑control. Against such things there is no 
law.” (Galatians 5:22-23) Ambassadors substituting for Christ focus on 
these more weighty matters as well. (Matthew 23:23)

22.They are also respectful of the “foreign nations,” in the same manner 
as would Jesus Christ, the one whom they represent. Ambassadors for 
the heavenly kingdom are not speaking of their own initiative. They are 
substituting for Christ and are therefore obliged to deal with others as 
Christ dealt with people during his earthly sojourn.

23.This is the mission of Christianity. Christianity is not the Kingdom 
of God; but it is its ambassador. Nor does the Kingdom belong to 
Christianity such that they can manipulate it and dictate who can be 
a citizen. The Kingdom of the Heavens belongs to the Father and his 
Christ and only they can decide who may and who may not enter. Those 
who take up the mantle of ambassadorship can only guide and encourage 
all to seek heavenly citizenship, but they cannot turn anyone away. And 
know that anyone who seeks to keep people from entering the Kingdom 
of the Heavens will be fired!

“Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! because 
you shut up the kingdom of the heavens before men; for 
you yourselves do not go in, neither do you permit those on 
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their way in to go in . . . . Look! Your house is abandoned to 
you!” – Matthew 23:13, 38

24.Thus, the Good News does indeed impose responsibilities on 
Christianity. They are to engage in a worldwide preaching and teaching 
work. Not to convert, but to educate all mankind about the Kingdom of 
the Heavens. And when the world is filled with this Good News, the end 
to the confusion, suffering, sorrow, and dysfunction will come.

25.If others choose to join us in this ministry and take up the mantle 
of ambassadorship, we welcome them. But not all will chose to join us. 
They may choose to teach the Good News to their own people in their 
own religions, without having to be converted to our particular religious 
association. However, they are still potential citizens of the Kingdom 
of the Heavens. Remember, Jesus is not just a leader of one religion or 
religious branch. He is the Creator of all mankind and every thing in our 
universe.

“He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all 
creation; because by means of him all [other] things were 
created in the heavens and upon the earth, the things visible 
and the things invisible, no matter whether they are thrones 
or lordships or governments or authorities. All [other] things 
have been created through him and for him.” – Colossians 
1:15-16

26.Jesus has a personal relationship with all mankind. The Good News 
of the kingdom transcends racial, national, and religious boundaries. 
The circumstances of ones birth do not prevent anyone from access to 
the Father of All, the Christ, or the heavenly kingdom. It is Christianity’s 
role to inform and educate others so that they, too, may honor our Great 
Lord and Older Brother Jesus Christ, even as we honor the Grand Father 
of All.
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Looking to the Future

27.The purpose of this series of articles is to introduce you to the true 
Good News as taught by Jesus – his actual, authentic, plain and open 
teachings – and to enhance and clarify fundamental Bible truths. The 
great hope for the modern world is a new revelation of Jesus with a new 
and enlarged presentation of his saving message which would spiritually 
unite in loving service the numerous families of his present‑day 
followers.

28.The call to the adventure of building a new and transformed 
human society by means of the spiritual rebirth of the Good News of 
the Kingdom should thrill all who believe in him. If only our churches 
and religious institutions would dare to espouse the Master’s original 
teachings, thousands of apparently indifferent youths would rush 
forward to enlist in such a spiritual undertaking, and they would not 
hesitate to go all the way through with this great adventure.

29. We also hope that this series will aid you in keeping your mind on 
spiritual things as the Apostle Paul counseled:

“If, however, you were raised up with the Christ, go on seeking 
the things above, where the Christ is seated at the right hand 
of God. Keep your minds fixed on the things above, not on 
the things upon the earth. For you died, and your life has 
been hidden with the Christ in union with God. When the 
Christ, our life, is made manifest, then you also will be made 
manifest with him in glory.” – Colossians 3:1-4

30.Our goal, as earthly sons and daughters of the Father in the heavens, 
should be spiritual, not physical. The only realities worth striving for are 
divine, spiritual, and eternal. As Jesus said:

“Stop storing up for yourselves treasures upon the earth, 
where moth and rust consume, and where thieves break 
in and steal. Rather, store up for yourselves treasures in 
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heaven, where neither moth nor rust consumes, and where 
thieves do not break in and steal. For where your treasure is, 
there your heart will be also.” – Matthew 6:19-21

31.While we are certainly entitled to the enjoyment of physical 
pleasures, the satisfaction of human affections, and the loyalty to human 
associations and institutions, these are not the eternal foundations upon 
which to build a personality of survival potential.

“Therefore everyone that hears these sayings of mine and 
does them will be likened to a discreet man, who built his 
house upon the rock‑mass. And the rain poured down and 
the floods came and the winds blew and lashed against that 
house, but it did not cave in, for it had been founded upon 
the rock‑mass. Furthermore, everyone hearing these sayings 
of mine and not doing them will be likened to a foolish man, 
who built his house upon the sand. And the rain poured 
down and the floods came and the winds blew and struck 
against that house and it caved in, and its collapse was 
great.” – Matthew 7:24-27

32.We are to build ourselves upon the teachings of Jesus, the rock 
mass of salvation.

“Now when he had come into the parts of Caesarea Philippi, 
Jesus went asking his disciples: ‘Who are men saying the Son 
of man is?’ They said: ‘Some say John the Baptist, others 
Elijah, still others Jeremiah or one of the prophets.’ He said to 
them: ‘You, though, who do you say I am?’ In answer Simon 
Peter said: ‘You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.’ 
In response Jesus said to him: ‘Happy you are, Simon son of 
Jonah, because flesh and blood did not reveal [it] to you, but 
my Father who is in the heavens did. Also, I say to you, You are 
Peter, and on this rock‑mass I will build my congregation, 
and the gates of Hades will not overpower it.” – Matthew 
16:13-18
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33.The true Good News of sonship with God and the brotherhood 
of man should be heralded by all who have come to appreciate it. We are 
doing our part by publishing this Good News to the best of our ability 
on our website, www.AnointedJW.org, and in this series of articles.

34.We believe no one should be deprived of the opportunity to 
experience the full joy the Father has in store for us in the Kingdom 
of the Heavens. (1 Corinthians 2:9) This is the only message that will 
reconcile mankind to God and cause God’s will to be done all across our 
planet so that the earth will be worthy of being inherited. (Matthew 5:5) 
And this is the only message that will bring an end to sorrow, suffering, 
error and confusion (Matthew 24:14) so that we, earthling man, can 
take our proper and peaceful place in God’s universal organization until 
we arrive at our heavenly destination. We invite you to share in this most 
important work.

We welcome your comments and inquiries at  
info@AnointedJW.org.

Peace to all.

“Elaia Luchnia”




