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QUESTIONS AND RESPONSES

On April 28, 2012, we received the following inquiry: 

“I've heard, if you are unsure then you are not anointed. And as you know you are a
man or woman you know if you are anointed.  But is this written in the Bible?”

To the author, we thank you for your inquiry.  Your question pertains to what you have
heard, no doubt from members of the congregation.  We, too, have heard such comments and
find them distressing because those who say such things demonstrate that they do not understand
the purpose of Jesus’ ministry or his message, notwithstanding that such persons have been Bible
readers for several years.

As a preliminary matter, anointing is a token in advance as a guarantee of our spiritual
inheritance. (Ephesians 1:14)  It is a gift given after we recognize and accept our sonship with
the God.  (See Questions and Responses dated February 23, 2012 and April 7, 2012)  So the
real question is: How do we know whether we are sons of God?  And the secondary question is
how do we know whether we have been anointed?

Promoters of ‘what you have heard’ base their comments on the following theory: Just as
a man knows he is a man and has always known he was a man, and a woman knows she is a
woman and has always known she was a woman; so, a son of God knows that they are a son of
God and have always known it.  This assumption is incorrect as demonstrated by the experience
of the Apostles and first century Christians.

I doubt that any among us who hold to that ‘theory’ would deny that the Apostles and first
century Christians were anointed sons of God.  Yet such theorists would have to admit that
before Jesus began his ministry, these early Christians did not know it.  Paul emphasizes this
point when he wrote:

“Now I say that as long as the heir is a babe he does not differ at all
from a slave, lord of all things though he is, but he is under men
in charge and under stewards until the day his father appointed
beforehand.  Likewise we also, when we were babes, continued
enslaved by the elementary things belonging to the world.  But
when the full limit of the time arrived, God sent forth his Son,
who came to be out of a woman and who came to be under law,
that he might release by purchase those under law, that we, in turn,
might receive the adoption as sons.  Now because you are sons,
God has sent forth the spirit of his Son into our hearts and it
cries out: “Abba, Father!”  So, then, you are no longer a slave but
a son; and if a son, also an heir through God.” – Galatians 4:1-7
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Clearly, there was a time when these early Christians did not know they were sons of God
or that they were anointed.  But at the Father’s appointed time, such ones ‘received the adoption.’ 
Think about the word “adoption.”  Does that not indicate in itself that prior to the adoption, the
person did not consider himself a son?  Let’s go further.  Once they realized they were adopted,
they were anointed when ‘God sent forth the spirit into their hearts.’  So, prior to the Father
sending the spirit, they had not been anointed.  This one series of scripture should put to rest the
erroneous ‘theory.’  However, there are many more scriptural examples.

Remember the disciples whom Paul encountered in Ephesus:

“In the course of events, while Apollos was in Corinth, Paul went
through the inland parts and came down to Ephesus, and found
some disciples;  and he said to them: “Did you receive holy spirit
when you became believers?” They said to him: “Why, we have
never heard whether there is a holy spirit.”  And he said: “In
what, then, were you baptized?” They said: “In John’s baptism.” 
Paul said: “John baptized with the baptism [in symbol] of
repentance, telling the people to believe in the one coming after
him, that is, in Jesus.”  On hearing this, they got baptized in the
name of the Lord Jesus.  And when Paul laid his hands upon
them, the holy spirit came upon them, and they began speaking
with tongues and prophesying.” – Acts 19:1-6

And what about the conversion of Saul [later named Paul] himself?  

“But Saul, still breathing threat and murder against the disciples of
the Lord, went to the high priest  and asked him for letters to the
synagogues in Damascus, in order that he might bring bound to
Jerusalem any whom he found who belonged to The Way, both men
and women.”  – Acts 9:1-2

At this time, Saul surely did not ‘know’ he was a son of God.  But after his vision on the road
to Damascus, and his encounter with the disciple Ananias, he accepted his adoption as a son of God
and was anointed:

“So Ananias went off and entered into the house, and he laid his
hands upon him and said: “Saul, brother, the Lord, the Jesus that
appeared to you on the road over which you were coming, has sent
me forth, in order that you may recover sight and be filled with
holy spirit.”  And immediately there fell from his eyes what
looked like scales, and he recovered sight; and he rose and was
baptized, and he took food and gained strength.” – Acts 9:17-19
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Who would question the validity of Paul’s sonship and anointing even though it is
undeniable that he did not always know of it?  So, the scriptures are quite clear.  In answer to
your final question, no, the ‘theory’ is not written in the Bible.

Perhaps you can see why we say the ‘theory’ is distressing.  We can see no point in
asserting the ‘theory’ other than to discourage our brothers from accepting our adoption and the
gift of the spirit, and to ‘shut the door to the Kingdom of the Heavens.’  Woe! to those who
engage in that thinking, even as Jesus said:

“Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! because you shut
up the kingdom of the heavens before men; for you yourselves do
not go in, neither do you permit those on their way in to go in.” –
Matthew 23:13 

We hope you are not among those who hold to or promulgate this ‘theory.’  But if you
are, we pray that you correct that thinking and do what you can to share the truth about our
sonship and anointing with those we are treading on dangerous ground.

“Elaia Luchnia”
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