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QUESTIONS AND RESPONSES

On January 9, 2013, we received the following comment:

“I have a scriptural question that I would like to have answered, if at all possible. The
question arises regarding the time of the Passover and which calendar Jesus used to celebrate the
last supper. In Exodus 12:6 appears a controversial phrase . . . which means "between the two
evenings." I have addressed this question to different Branches in several occasions and the
answer I received was none or direct me to a WT article that I have read and is refuted by the
information presented in this script. I turn to you as I know and I appreciate the utmost
importance that you give to the Memorial as anointed brothers. Let us start: [Then the author sets
forth a lengthy treatise on the Passover as set forth in the books of Moses, the historical record
of the Essene Calendar, and the practices of the Samaritans, the Sadducees, and the Karaites.] 

To the author, thank you for your email.  We can imagine the difficulty your treatise
posed to the branch offices of the Watchtower Bible & Tract Society.  Aside from a devoted
historian such as you appear to be, we wonder who else would have sufficient interest in the
details of the matter to afford them the ability to adequately respond.  We must confess that
neither are we of that number. 

Please know that while we do place the utmost importance on the Memorial, we do not
concern ourselves at all with the Passover.  As the Christian writings repeatedly explain, the Law
and the customs under the Law are not binding on Jewish Christians, and certainly not binding on
those who were never a part of the Law Covenant:

“Furthermore, though you were dead in your trespasses and in the
uncircumcised state of your flesh, [God] made you alive together
with him. He kindly forgave us all our trespasses and blotted out
the handwritten document against us, which consisted of
decrees and which was in opposition to us; and He has taken it out
of the way by nailing it to the torture stake.” – Colossians 2:13-14

Furthermore, we can answer your question without the resorting to historical treatises on
the Passover and how it has been, and/or is being, celebrated by various Jewish sects.

To us, it appears that Jesus instituted his supper and laid down his life the day before the
Passover, on the Day of Preparation (Matthew 27:62), since it is unlikely that so much of the
strict-observing Jewish nation would be involved in a trial and execution during the actual
Passover night, rather than in solemn commemoration in their homes.

While Jehovah’s Witnesses celebrate this day annually according to Jewish custom of
annual celebrations, there are no specific instructions in the Christian writings that the Memorial
of Christ’s death be celebrated only annually.  According to Paul’s words, it appears that the day
can be celebrated “as often as” one wants to.  
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“For as often as you eat this loaf and drink this cup, you keep
proclaiming the death of the Lord, until he arrives.” – 1
Corinthians 11:26

Therefore, we see no need to be overly concerned about which specific date in history
Jesus instituted the meal.  Our obligation is to ‘keep doing this.’ (Luke 22:19) And so we do. 
 

“Elaia Luchnia”
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