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QUESTIONS AND RESPONSES

On April 19, 2014, we received the following comment: 

“Regarding your email yesterday responding to the questioner about the Kingdom, etc.,
[Question and Response 4/11/14] just a few scriptural thoughts that do not involve future
prophecy. My comments do not attempt to broach the entire scope of the questions raised, only a
particular aspect of the "reality" Christians now have in Christ relative to these questions. (Col.
2:17)

“Notice the use of the past tense in the following that clearly indicate Christ's disciples
have been already brought into the Kingdom and Priesthood spiritually:

"He...transferred (at Pentecost, Acts 2) us into the Kingdom"
-Col.1:13
"He made us to be a kingdom, priests" -Rev. 1:6
"He raised us up together and seated us together in the heavenly
places in union with Christ Jesus."-Eph.2:6

“These verses obviously portray Christians as presently (not future, but now) seated with
Jesus ruling as kings, ministering as priests, in a spiritual, not literal sense.

“Notice now the shift from past to present tense in Rev. 5:10 "you made (past) them to
the God of us kingdom and priests, and they are reigning (present) upon the earth." (Kingdom
Interlinear)

“Christian disciples, all of whom are in the New Covenant, are already a "kingdom of
priests" (Ex. 19:6) in a spiritual sense. They are "God's sons ... received (past tense) a spirit of
adoption ... that we are (present tense) God's children ... We are (present tense) also heirs-heirs
indeed of God, but joint heirs with Christ." -Rom.8:14-17

“No, Christians are certainly not presently ruling as literally resurrected kings or priests.-2
Tim.2:18; 1 Cor. 4:8. But why is this now true in a spiritual sense, and not just in the future in
heaven with God and Christ? 1 Pet. 2:5-9 tells us again that it is now, on earth "you are his holy
priests. (To do what?) Through the mediation of Jesus Christ, you offer spiritual sacrifices that
please God ...You are royal priests ... (Why?) As a result, you can show others the goodness of
God." (New Living Translation) Thus Christians are given the seriously important responsibility
as royal ambassadors to the world of bringing others to him . (2 Cor. 5:18-21) We join with
Christ in his priestly work of reconciling God and people.”

To the author, thank you for your enlightening email. We want to share these thoughts
with our readers. The series The Royal Priesthood and the Holy Nation that we referred to in
response to the above mentioned email reaches the same conclusion – that we now a kingdom of
priests who are reconciling man to God. Although the scriptures use the terms kings and priests,
we think of them in modern terms as administrators and ministers – those who organize an
arrangement and those who personally help the people. The series Ambassadors Substituting
for Christ, which is a part of the same Foundation Articles as The Royal Priesthood, refers to
these ‘priests’ as ‘ambassadors,’ as do you.  When we bring the terms into a more modern
vernacular, their meanings become more clear. 

The problem we had with the questioner’s email mentioned above was that it was based
on a faulty premise and assumed matters as true which are in fact a distortion of what Jesus
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actually taught. It appeared to us that the inquirer was interested in a discussion about the earthly
hope, in essence asserting that because there are king-priests, then there must be a group who
lives on earth forever over whom the king-priests rule.  We directed her to The Royal
Priesthood series because it helps to resolve the two-hope theory, in spite of the two errors we
mentioned in the response.  Once the two-hope theory is resolved, we believe her questions will
likewise be resolved, especially more so with addition of your comments.

Since we find your development of scriptures enlightening, we have posted it here in full
(without revision) for others who have not chosen to read The Royal Priesthood or who want a
quick response to the king-priest issue. Your astute Bible study is most appreciated.

“Elaia Luchnia”
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