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QUESTIONS AND RESPONSES

On August 28, 2014, we received the following comment and inquiry: 

“Dear Brothers, I noticed today that the online version of the New World Translation on
the jw.org website has removed all the verse numbers, except from Matthew 3 and John 6, as far
as I can tell.  Do you have any insight on why this happened?

To the author, thank you for your email. We checked the jw.org website, and even used
different browsers, and you are correct.  It seems they have removed practically all the verse
numbers. What an odd thing to do. And it seems their quality control missed a few chapters. We
noticed not only the verses in Matthew 3, John 6 are still there, but also the verses in Isaiah 43
and 44, as far as we were able to tell.  

This certainly raises a lot of suspicions. Why would they have a campaign to get people to
visit their website, and then remove the verse numbers from their online Bible so that visitors
cannot to check scripture references? We noticed also the verses were removed from the revised
version as well as the older version. This is a first! We are stumped! We will have to ask our
visitors if they have any insight into this unusual decision by the Watchtower organization. If
anyone knows, please write us and we will publish your response here.  

In the meantime, for those who are looking for an online Bible with verse references, we
have found the following link very helpful: www.biblegateway.com.  On that link, they provide
access to dozens of different Bible versions and in many different languages. They do not include
the New World Translation or the Revised New World Translation, but we find that having a
variety of different versions is extremely helpful in Bible Study.

And thank you again for bringing this to our attention.

“Elaia Luchnia”
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