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QUESTIONS AND RESPONSES

On May 12, 2015, we received an email in response to our article, “The Bride of
Christ.”  The email itself is 3 pages long and basically regurgitates the traditional belief that the
Bride of Christ is the Christian Church, referring to Old Testament concepts and symbolism in
the book of Revelation. For those who wish to read the brother’s entire email, you can click
HERE. And here is our response:

To the author, it is good to know you still visit us and read our articles. Yes, we are aware
of the second earthquake in Nepal and we will continue to pray for those in that region, as we do
for all who are suffering around the world. And we are certain all faith sons of God will do the
same. 

As for our recent article The Bride of Christ, we knew this topic would ruffle the
feathers of some, but without agitation, there can be no growth. So we appreciate you taking the
time to write us which allows us to further our discussion on this topic. 

We have reviewed your analysis/critique of our article in detail, and we strongly disagree
with your conclusion for the reasons set forth in the article. We note that you provided no
instance when Jesus told his followers that they would be his future bride, not even in your
references to the book of Revelation. As for Paul’s writings, we believe he is using the husband
and wife relationship as a metaphor, not as a fact. Paul wanted the congregation to be chaste and
loyal and in submission to Jesus, but that does not mean they will be his wife. Recall that Jesus is
obedient and in subjection to the Father (1 Corinthians 15:28) and, in fact, belongs to the Father.
(1 Corinthians 3:23) But does that make Jesus the Father’s wife? Of course not!

During his ministry, Jesus spoke about marriage, weddings, and the bridegroom often. He 
had ample opportunity to tell his followers directly or in a parable that they, or some of them,
would be his future wife, but he never did.  In all of his recorded discourses, he consistently
identified himself as a bridegroom, and his followers as his brothers, sons of God, guests and
friends of the bridegroom. NEVER did he ever refer to them as his bride. If the truth is that the
congregation was to be his composite bride, why would Jesus hide this information from his
apostles, most of whom all died before the Revelation was given to John? 

We believe Jesus when he said he is ‘the way, the truth and the life.’ (John 14:6) So if
any one of his followers, or any other person, writes or says anything that appears to be in
conflict with Jesus’ plain and open teachings, then we side with Jesus and we look at all other
comments through the lens of Jesus’ plain words. That applies to the writings of Peter, Paul, John
and any other Bible writer.  

We know the view that the bride is the Christian church is a longstanding view having its
origin in the Roman Catholic Church.  However, we are not beholding to tradition. (Matthew
15:8-9) We look to what Jesus openly and plainly said. That is why our ministry is so different
from other Christian ministries – we dare to rely on the things Jesus taught openly and plainly,
and we view all other portions of the Bible through the lens of Christ’s teachings, not the other
way around. By this method, we know from Jesus’ plain and unambiguous words that we are his
brothers, sons of God, guests and friends of the bridegroom. But the idea that we are also his
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bride is pure speculation, evidenced by the fact that you rely heavily on your interpretations of
the symbolic book of Revelation and the assumption that Paul was correcting or adding to Jesus’
words. 

We find it amusing that so many self-proclaimed Bible scholars cannot accept the fact
that their interpretations of prophecy are merely opinions, not facts. Where is the humility?
Where is the meekness that is supposed to characterize Christ’s brothers? Why can’t those who
claim to follow Christ just accept what he said as true? Why do so many paint Jesus as so
incompetent as to forget important things like “Oh yeah, most of you won’t be with me in
heaven” or “The faithful ones will go to heaven and the unfaithful will go into destruction, but
there’s a third class that will live forever on earth!” or even “You’re my brothers, sure, but if you
act right, you can also be my wife!”  

Additionally, we find it sad that so few Bible readers dare to rely solely on Jesus’
teachings instead of falling back to the elementary doctrines and concepts under the old Hebrew
religious system – the things Jesus called “old wine.”  He specifically taught that his followers
should not mix old wine with the new wine he brought. (Mark 2:22) Yet, too many Bible readers
and self-professed scholars refuse to accept his simple instructions and his clear message. Like
you, they are determined to scour the old wine seeking to apply ancient meanings to Jesus’ plain
unpretentious words, as if God was a great puzzler who hides truth so that it can only be found by
scholars and so-called learned men. 

A humble reader of Jesus’ words would never suspect that they were part of the bride of
Christ. A humble reader would accept Jesus words for just what they are. He said we are
brothers, sons, guests and friends of the bridegroom, and so we accept that as true. Any other
supposed relationship that is conjectured out of symbolic prophecy might be interesting to
consider, but should be not asserted as fact.  Especially if, as in this case, it is in direct opposition
to what Jesus plainly said. 

Prophetic interpretations are not built on solid foundations, only his plain teachings – the
sayings of Jesus – are: 

“Therefore, everyone who hears these sayings of mine and does
them will be like a discreet man who built his house on the rock.
And the rain poured down and the floods came and the winds blew
and lashed against that house, but it did not cave in, for it had been
founded on the rock. Furthermore, everyone hearing these sayings
of mine and not doing them will be like a foolish man who built
his house on the sand. And the rain poured down and the floods
came and the winds blew and struck against that house, and it
caved in, and its collapse was great.” – Matthew 7:24-27

Jesus clearly encouraged his following to rely on his own sayings, not the sayings of the
prophets, or even the sayings of Moses.  He is greater than Moses (Hebrews 3:3), and one
through whom the Father speaks today. (Hebrews 1:1-2) He is the way, the truth and the life.
(John 14:6) Accordingly, when trying to understand what is true, we lay our foundation on the
plain and open teachings of Jesus, and examine all other matters as to how they relate to Jesus’
actual words. Thereby, we choose the path of the discreet, not the path of the foolish.
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Having said all of that, whether the Christian church is the bride of Christ or not is merely
a doctrinal theological matter, not a matter of salvation. Those who make it to heaven will all
know who the bride of Christ truly is. Until then, we hope that you can open your mind to Jesus’
plain words and trust that he did not leave behind crumbs and clues, but that he faithfully told us
the truth. 

“Elaia Luchnia”

 


