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QUESTIONS AND RESPONSES

On September 22, 2015, we received the following inquiry: 

“When I was reading Matthew 24, yes I have to agree that most of those words were
addressed to Jews at that time. That being said, I think we can’t ignore the fact that some of his
words would still make no sense. Jesus is including his coming and also the desolation of
Jerusalem. Yes the great tribulation did occur but the Son of Man was not seen, neither has he
taken us to heaven the elect. Would you also disregard that by tying it up with the fact that those
words were said then with no greater meaning today, whereas some of the things he said haven’t
happened?” 

To the author, thank you for your email. This is an excellent question that raises an issue
we have pondered and researched for quite some time. There are a lot of different views out
there, but here is our understanding.

After Jesus told his disciples that Jerusalem would be destroyed, they said:

“... Tell us, when will these things be, and what will be the sign of
your presence and of the conclusion of the system of things?” –
Matthew 24:3

Although Jesus had not spoken about the sign of his presence, or his second coming on
that occasion, the writer of Matthew records the disciples as asking for information about both
the sign of his presence and the sign of the destruction of Jerusalem. 

In answer to the question about the destruction of Jerusalem, Jesus described many things
that would occur before Jerusalem is destroyed, and counseled them to not be distracted by these
things. (Verses 4-8) He said that prior to the destruction, they would be severely persecuted by
their own countrymen and they must endure these persecutions. (Verses 9-13) He assured them
that these persecutions would not stop the preaching work, but that it would successfully reach
the entire inhabited earth. (Verse 14) Then Jesus described a certain event that would mark the
beginning of the desolation of Jerusalem and told them when they saw that sign, they were to flee
and not look back. (Verses 15-28) 

In response to the question about the ‘sign of the son of man,’ Jesus describes various
events that would occur in connection with his presence and he explained the signs that would
signal that the time for his appearance was near at the doors. (Verses 29-33) These signs were
natural and reasonably expected like leaves sprouting to indicates a change in seasons, unlike the
strange and unusual sign of Jerusalem’s destruction. The remaining verses are counsel on the
need to be alert, to stay awake, and to be found faithful and discreet. (Verses 37-51)

We note that verse 29 says the sign of the son of man would appear “immediately after
the tribulation of those days.”  However, the sign of the son of man did not appear at that time.
This means that either Jesus was mistaken or the apostles misunderstood Jesus. Given our great
appreciation and respect for Jesus, and the apostles’ habit of presuming things, we accept the
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latter – that the apostles and disciples misunderstood him. 

Yes, Jesus clearly spoke about both his second coming and the destruction of Jerusalem
on this night, but he may not have connected the two events so directly. It is more likely that the
apostles assumed the two events would happen consecutively, so when the account was
preserved in writing, their sense of urgency was added to it. 

In support of this understanding, we note that Jesus said:

“Truly I say to you that this generation will by no means pass away
until all these things happen. Heaven and earth will pass away, but
my words will by no means pass away.” – Matthew 24:34-35

He must have been speaking about the destruction of Jerusalem because all of the things
he foretold about Jerusalem’s destruction occurred within that generation – within 37 years of the
words being spoken. This is a historical fact. 

But since the sign of the son of man did not immediately occur, we believe the following
words were spoken in relation to the second coming:

“Concerning that day and hour nobody knows, neither the angels of
the heavens nor the Son, but only the Father.” – Matthew 24:32-36

In support of this understanding, we point to the illustrations Jesus gave on that same
night as recorded in Matthew 25:1-46.  All of these parables are about Jesus’ second coming and
all of them indicate that his return would be a long time in the future.  Therefore, we conclude
that the greatest tribulation ever to be experienced by a ‘system of things’ is in our past and the
second coming is still in our future. 

For us, the key to understanding Matthew 24 is to take into consideration Matthew 25,
and recognize that the ‘great tribulation’ in Jerusalem is a separate event from the second coming
of Jesus. And we also keep in mind that the account in Matthew is not a transcription of Jesus’
exact words and sequencing. They are a good faith recollection of his words. This would explain
the strange sequencing of his answer. 

However, the most important thing to remember is that whatever the future holds,
exercising faith in Jesus is sufficient for salvation. (John 3:16; John 6:40; John 6:47; John
17:3; John 5:24) So there is no need to be overly concerned about prophesies and prophetic
interpretations. 

“Elaia Luchnia”
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