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QUESTIONS AND RESPONSES

On May 7, 2015, we received the following inquiry: 

“Can you explain what "the spirit of slavery" is?”

To the author, thank you for your email.  The easiest way to answer your question is to
consider the context of the scripture that refers to the spirit of slavery. The Apostle Paul wrote:

“For all who are led by God’s spirit are indeed God’s sons. For you
did not receive a spirit of slavery causing fear again, but you
received a spirit of adoption as sons, by which spirit we cry out:
“Abba, Father!” The spirit itself bears witness with our spirit that
we are God’s children. If, then, we are children, we are also
heirs—heirs indeed of God, but joint heirs with Christ—provided
we suffer together so that we may also be glorified together.”
– Romans 8:14-17

Paul was writing to Roman Christians, a people who were very familiar with slavery.
Using that practice as an appropriate setting, Paul contrasted the mind and inclination of a slave
with the mind and inclination of a son of God. He explained that God’s sons are led by spirit and
the spirit leading them – the Spirit of Truth –  is not characterized by fear, but by a confident
assurance and a strong faith that God is their personal intimate father.  

A slave approaches his master with eyes turned down not knowing what to expect. But a
son approaches his father looking him straight into his eyes knowing that the father always has
his best interests at heart.  A slave is always doing and working so as to please his master. But a
son is born with the father’s favor.  A slave works and works but receives no pay. He may
receive a small reward during his lifetime depending on the master, and a hearty "thank you" as
he returns to the dust. But a son carries on the family business and gains the inheritance.

Paul was telling the Roman Christians not to cower away from God or view God as an
angry potentate who would strike them down for any wrong, as a slave might think – the spirit of
slavery.  But to see God as their own father, one who loves and welcomes them. Although their
actual adoption is for a future time, for now they have a faith-based sonship – the spirit of
adoption – knowing in their hearts that their future adoption as spirit sons of God is assured.
When one comes to know God and the one he sent, Jesus Christ, then the desire by faith to be
adopted comes naturally. 

Whether one has a spirit of slavery or a spirit of adoption as sons is a question of life or
death – either one accepts sonship and gains the inheritance of everlasting life, or one accepts
slavery and returns to the dust.  

“Elaia Luchnia”

 


