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QUESTIONS AND RESPONSES

On April 6, 2014, we received the following comment and inquiry: 

“I have recently encountered such disapproval from my congregation elders. What should
I do if they try to disfellowship me for partaking this year?”

To the author, it is so good to hear from you again. We were just talking about you last
week wondering if you were okay. We are sorry to hear of the attitudes of your elders.  It is truly
shameful that professed men of God would try to interfere with your relationship with the Father
and Christ Jesus.  It is simply none of their business!  Even past Watchtower articles made this
clear, such as this excerpt from the June 15, 2009 Watchtower, page 22-23, paragraph 15: 

“On the other hand, how should other Christians view a person
who claims to have received this anointing and begins to partake of
the emblems at the Memorial? He or she should not be judged. The
matter is between this person and Jehovah. (Rom. 14:12)

If these elders will not respect the Bible’s clear direction that we must eat and drink of
the Christ if we are to receive life (John 6:53), then they should at least respect the words of
their chosen leaders as contained in the pages of The Watchtower magazine.  

Dear sister, partaking of the Memorial emblems is not a disfellowshiping offense.  If they
try to disfellowship you, it would likely be for some other reason like being disrespectful to the
elders, or trying to cause divisions.  To avoid those charges, you will need let the elders know in
a mild and kind way that your relationship with Jehovah is personal and that you mean no
disrespect to anyone, but if you did not partake, you feel you would be disrespecting Jehovah and
Christ Jesus.  You could also show them the above Watchtower article. If you do not yet feel
qualified or comfortable enough to make a defense for your hope before these men, then you can
let them know that your hope is personal and you no longer want to talk about it. That should end
the matter.

But if your efforts to be respectful still result in a judicial hearing or your
disfellowshiping, then we would suggest that you appeal the decision.  See our article, Publicly
Declaring Our Hope for more information on how and why you should appeal. And after you
read that article, if you still have questions, please do not hesitate to write us again.

Stories like these reinforce our opinion that the Watchtower leadership is a mirror image
of the 1  century Jewish Sanhedrin who viewed the claim of being sons of God as blasphemy andst

who held in contempt any who dared to follow Jesus. Today, only Jehovah’s Witnesses hold in
contempt and try to disfellowship those who claim to be sons of God.  No other Christian sect
that we know of would dare chastise nor expel a member who believed he was a child of God
and was desirous of partaking of the symbolic bread and wine.  

And what timing! This is Memorial Season! This is a time of rejoicing and excitement to
be able to openly confess union with Christ along with a host of like minded men and women.
This is a time for renewing our spirits and igniting our souls to consecrated worship and service.  
Our remembering the beautiful life of this wonderfully exquisite Son of Man/Son of God and the
things that he did to open up the sanctuary of heaven for those who were without hope and
alienated from the Father should be the dominate focus and the overriding concern.  Let no man
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take away the love and joy you have for our Lord and Savior Christ Jesus, especially at this time.
We feel a certain pity for those who are not enveloped with these joyful sentiments. 

The Watchtower leadership, including the Governing Body and their ‘under shepherds,’
should be ashamed of their utter ignorance of the teachings of Jesus.  They are out of touch with
the organization and completely out of harmony with the teachings of Jesus and for their own
sake and for the sake of the organization, they should voluntarily relinquish their positions of
oversight if they have any hope of being restored to God’s favor. The future is not bright for
them: 

“Then he said to his disciples: ‘It is unavoidable that causes for
stumbling should come. Nevertheless, woe to the one through
whom they come! It would be more advantageous for him if a
millstone were hung from his neck and he were thrown into the sea
than for him to stumble one of these little ones.’” – Luke 17:1-2

But as for you, dear sister, be courageous.  Choose the Christ rather than the Governing
Body.  And take your place in the kingdom of the heavens by partaking freely of the Christ at this
year’s annual Memorial Supper.

“Elaia Luchnia”
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