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QUESTIONS AND RESPONSES

On June 1, 2014, we received the following comment and inquiry: 

“In Question and Response 5/26/14, you wrote: "For these reasons, we believe it is error
to require the free sons of God to strictly adhere to antiquated outmoded mores such as the
repression and suppression of women in the congregation setting as suggested by Paul." From
this, I concluded that one should not pay attention to some of Paul's writings because we no
longer live in his time, and therefore, these tips are excessive. Would you say that the Sisters in
congregations have the same status as men to be elders, servants, etc.? 

You also wrote: "And we respect the ministry of anyone who attempts to follow Jesus'
plain teachings and example, both Bible writers and those whose writings are not included in the
Bible canon." Without interpreting this sentence, I concluded that anyone can follow even the
apocryphal writings which are not included in the canon of the Bible today. What do you base
this reasoning on? God waited 2,000 years for us to be able to read and follow the earlier
writings, so on what basis would this permission be given? ”

To the author, as always, thank you for your email. We are not saying that one should not
pay attention to Paul’s teachings.  We are saying that we should put them into perspective, as
Paul himself does.  He wrote a few times that what he was writing was his own opinion, not the
opinion of the Lord. We must likewise learn to distinguish the difference between his opinion, or
the opinions of others, and the words of the Lord. We do not believe Paul ever thought that he
was writing the ‘word of God’ that would be canonized and put on display for all eternity.  He
was writing to his friends.  He knew Jesus was the word of God and he was only seeking to
encourage and organize. Paul was trying to develop fellowships of believers and establish
congregations. In so doing, he no doubt pulled from his own Jewish experiences.  

According to Jesus, women have equal standing before God, so if a religious fellowship
offers women equal position as overseers in a congregation, we do not think that would be wrong
or offensive to Jesus or the Father, although our personal opinion is that the best position of
oversight would be one held jointly by husband and wife.  

The fact is that most modern day Christian religions do not strictly adhere to Paul’s
counsel. Paul said women should not speak in the congregation, yet among Jehovah’s Witnesses,
women comment more than men at meetings, women give talks on the platform, women take the
lead in the ministry, and it is said that many of the talks given by husbands are written, reviewed
and edited by their wives. Common sense has taught them that Paul’s counsel must be acclimated
to modern day circumstances. This is not error, nor it is disrespecting the counsel of Paul. It is
using our perceptive powers to work what is good and workable under the circumstances.  We
provide more details on this matter in the article The Spiritual Equality of Women, Part II. 
Take another look at it. 

As to your second point, we do not suggest that one should follow the apocryphal
writings. What we said is that we respect any writing that supports the plain and open teachings
of Jesus. If certain apocryphal writings do, then we have no problem with them. Remember, the
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Watchtower publications are also extra-Biblical (not part of the authorized Bible canon), yet
Jehovah’s Witnesses have no problem reading them. Raymond Franz’ writings are not a part of
the Bible canon, yet many ex-Witness read it intently. And the writings of many websites,
including this one, are not a part of the canonized Bible, yet common sense tells the readers that
it is okay to read this information when it is in harmony with the plain and open teachings of
Jesus.  But, let us not forget that the some of the writers of the apocryphal were contemporaries
with Jesus and the apostles.  Thus, their writings should not be dismissed if they are in harmony
with the plain and open teachings of Jesus. Of course, all of this requires that we use our thinking
abilities, our perceptive powers. Jesus does not want us to run from knowledge, he expects us to
be mature enough to throw back the “unsuitable fish.” (Matthew 13:47) So with all of these
writings, the key is in the content. Are they supporting the plain and open teachings of Jesus? 
When they do, we have no problem with them.

Of course, others may not agree with our view and choose instead to limit their own
spiritual reading to the Bible and to restrict their own behavior according to Paul’s opinions. As
free sons of God, they can choose how much of their freedom to exercise. But they must
recognize and respect the freedom of others who may be a bit more progressive in their thinking,
a bit more free in their spiritual understanding, and courageous enough to live as free as Jesus
did. We are of that sort,  and we have no intention of changing. 

“Elaia Luchnia”
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