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QUESTIONS AND RESPONSES

On May 18, 2013, we received the following email from a visitor, pertaining to an
article we published entitled “Receiving Truth”:

“Three days ago I received your newsletter relative to the subject mentioned above. I’ve
read that article several times. With the first part I can agree. But the conclusions that are reached
at the end of the article I find very problematic. . . .In your article you say that the known 4
Gospels are not necessarily authentic. In the last 5 points accentuated you expatiate:

“1.      That Jesus didn’t write down anything
“2.   That it was years after his death that his teachings were written down derived from

recall and from compared notes
“3– 5. That it were rather arbitrary decisions that led to the known canon of the Christian

books and that multiple translations and filterings of the material conducted to the
results that are at our disposal 

“There are no words about inspiration of God’s word. But only the divine inspiration
imparts the certainty that we are reading true things about Jesus’ teachings. If not how could we
recognize the “plain and open” teachings of Jesus? If we cannot trust in the words of the 4
Gospels, how could we evaluate which teachings are really the teachings of Jesus and which are
not? If the Gospels are not reliable we have no chance to recognize what Jesus really was
teaching.

“I think this course of action is very dangerous. Anyone could claim that he received the
real truth from our Master Jesus by the spirit of truth – but no one would be able to verify this
pretension. Another person could pretend any other differing statements – also “communicated”
by the “spirit of truth”. Who among men would be able to attest which of the both “truths” is the
right one? Surely, you can say that the “spirit of the truth” can do this. And really the spirit can.
But what’s on if different persons pretend that the “spirit of the truth” revealed them the “real
truth”, but these “truths” are inconsistent with one another?

“If the Word of God i.e. the Bible we have at our disposal is not sufficient to know the
“plain and open” teachings of Jesus it will be too dubious for me to read more about that subject.
I’m really curious about your response.”

To the author, thank you for your email.  We are so pleased that you had the courage and
confidence in us to frankly express your concerns.  You could have considered the comments in
the article to be a “deal breaker” and walked away.  But you did not. Thank you as we believe
many will benefit from your email.  The matters you discussed deserve a full explanation which
we intend to provide in the remaining articles in the Truth Symposium.  Please bear with us in
this regard as we believe it best to properly develop the subject matter.  However, we do want to
clarify in this response what we meant by the comment that the Gospel accounts are hearsay.

While we did refer to the gospel accounts as heresay, we did not say they were unreliable
or inauthentic.  We recounted five (5) factual matters to show that they are hearsay.  If you
believe one of those factors is in error, please let us know immediately and we will correct it. 
But please know this: Hearsay does not mean the matter is not true.  
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You know this personally.  When something happens to you and you tell another about it,
to that other person, that experience is hearsay, even though you know it to be true.  The person
you told it to did not experience it first hand, therefore all he can do is believe you or not believe
you.  He cannot prove to another person that it actually happened.

Hearsay only means that we know ‘about’ something by the words of another, not by our
own personal experience.  Hearsay information does not prove anything to the listener.  A
listener can believe it and accept it as true.  But as followers of Christ, we are told to prove truth
to ourselves.  That means we must experience it first hand.

“And quit being fashioned after this system of things, but be
transformed by making your mind over, that you may prove to
yourselves the good and acceptable and perfect will of God.” –
Romans 12:2

 
In harmony with this scripture, we explained that Jesus said he is ‘the truth.’  Next, we

began to explain how to prove to ourselves that Jesus is indeed the truth.  We suggested that we
empty ourselves from previously held thoughts and beliefs and start over with a fresh
perspective. We have only just begun explaining how to do this, but we can tell you, in
anticipation of the remainder of the symposium, these things:

Jesus is the only one who has seen and been with the Father.  He came to earth as a
revealer of the Father, not by word, but by the way he lived his life.  A true believer in Jesus will
exercise faith and walk in Jesus’ footsteps so that he, too, can be a revealer of the Father. This is
the way to know truth as provided by the Spirit of Truth.  Everyone who asks, seeks and knocks
for truth shall find it, and when it is given, we are to keep seeking ways to personally be a
perfected example of the revealed truth as portrayed by Jesus. Each one must discover in his own
heart the reality of what is truly inspired of God. 

Yes, you are correct, only divine inspiration imparts the certainty. But certainty to whom? 
To the one who receives the divine inspiration.  The gospels were written by divine inspiration:

“But the helper, the holy spirit, which the Father will send in my
name, that one will teach you all things and bring back to your
minds all the things I told you.” – John 14:26

The Spirit of Truth inspired them to write the gospels, and it gave them the conviction
that what they wrote was true.  Now, how does that effect you and I?  Isn’t it still hearsay even
though the gospel writers were themselves inspired?  The writers can say “But the spirit of truth
confirmed it to me!”  Yet, all we can do is accept it.  That mere statement is not truth.  Divine
inspiration is a personal possession of the individual aided by the Spirit of Truth based on that
individual’s capacity to receive it.  And it can and will be given to each person who asks in faith
for its assistance.  And when the Spirit of Truth arrives in our lives, then we, too, will have the
conviction that what the gospel writers wrote is true, not by just reading it, but by living it.  This
is the point the Apostle John was making when he wrote: 
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“These things I write you about those who are trying to mislead
you.  And as for you, the anointing that you received from him
remains in you, and you do not need anyone to be teaching you;
but, as the anointing from him is teaching you about all things,
and is true and is no lie, and just as it has taught you, remain in
union with him.” – 1 John 2:26-27

This divinely constituted operation of the Spirit of Truth is only problematic for those
who are trying to corral and control God’s people.  Resisting the Spirit’s method is what causes
divisions and sects as each person tries to convince others that only their understanding is the
true understanding.  We should not try to force our views on others; we must let another’s ‘faith
make them well,’ so to speak.  (Matthew 9:22) Otherwise, it will only lead to following men.
Whereas the method as authorized by Jesus requires and inspires courage.  This, dear brother, is
how the spiritual man is separated from the physical man.  As Paul wrote:

“But a physical man does not receive the things of the spirit of
God, for they are foolishness to him; and he cannot get to know
[them], because they are examined spiritually. However, the
spiritual man examines indeed all things, but he himself is not
examined by any man. For “who has come to know the mind of
Jehovah, that he may instruct him?” But we do have the mind of
Christ.” – 1 Corinthians 2:14-16

A spiritual man learns to examine things spiritually, not by reading about something, but
by experiencing it.  And when a person experiences something first hand, no one – no clergyman,
no deceiver, no self-appointed leader – can convince him otherwise.  Such a person is solid in
their faith and can then put his attention on serving his brother rather than on vacillating from
one idea to another.  Such a person becomes a competent, not a hearsay, witness of Jesus. We
know of what we speak. 

We will be writing more on this subject as we continue with the Truth Symposium. But
we want to develop it properly or at least in the best way we can.  So please stay tuned.  We have
a great deal more to share.  And thank you again for your email.

“Elaia Luchnia”
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