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QUESTIONS AND RESPONSES

On August 19, 2012, we received the following comment and inquiry: 

“Thank you for this site. I have a query after much searching. We are told the Lord Jesus
returned in 1918 era. On his return he told the saints the Society were the only true Christians in
their beliefs. Yet at that point in time the Society were believing that Jesus returned in 1874!! Am
I correct in my assumption?”

To the author, thank you for your inquiry and your words of appreciation.  It means a great
deal to us.  As for your question, we believe your question could better be answered by the Society
since these dates and interpretations originate with them.  

Please note also, that we refrain from answering questions pertaining to the fulfillment of
prophecy because, frankly, we have not yet been given any information that would make our
comments of any value.  I hope you understand.  However, we can remind you what is written in
the book of Revelation:

“Look! He is coming with the clouds, and every eye will see him,
and those who pierced him; and all the tribes of the earth will beat
themselves in grief because of him. Yes, Amen.” – Revelation 1:7

Given the confusion about Jesus’ return, it does not appear that ‘every eye’ saw him return
in the 1918 era.  Thus, we consider the 1918, 1914, or 1874 interpretations as inconsistent with
actual events. 

We do know that the Society points to the parable at Matthew 24:45-47 as the basis for
their assertion that all of Jesus’ belongings on earth were given to the Society at Christ’s return in
either 1914 or 1918.  What the Society has done, which we believe is an error, is to turn Jesus’
parable (which is not an allegory) into a prophecy.  

A parable is an illustration used to make a certain point.  An allegory is an illustration
where every element has a specific meaning.  Jesus did not give allegories; he gave parables.  It is
also important to note that Jesus’ parables were not prophecies.  They were object lessons on how
to apply Jesus’ teachings and how to live our lives. So in looking at the parables of the masters’
return in Matthew 24:45-47 and Matthew 25:14-17, we ask ourselves “What is the point Jesus
was trying to make?”

We believe the point of both parables is simply that the master would reward his faithful
servants when he arrives.  The one who was faithful in his use of the ‘talents’ was given more
talents.  The one who was faithful in feeding the domestics was given more responsibility over the
household.  The point is that those who are faithful will be rewarded.  All will reap what they sow. 
We see no other prophetic implication. 
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Like you, we find it unlikely that Jesus would have designated the very small number of
people associated with the then-known Bible Students, out of millions of Christians worldwide, as
the only true Christians on earth.  Especially since hindsight reveals they did not have accurate
beliefs at that time, as is evidenced by their frequent re-interpretation of prophecy and repeated
doctrinal changes. 

Instead, it appears to us that the Society was a fledgling association that was finding its
way.  As with any babe, it would stumble and fall many times.  Even now, it does not yet appear
that the Society is fully upright.  We hope to effect a positive change in its stature by encouraging
a return to the unfiltered, plain and open teachings of Jesus. 

We hope this response was sufficient.  If not, please feel free to contact us again. 

“Elaia Luchnia”
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