
October 2, 2014 

 

Fenway Congregation of Jehovah’s Witnesses 

49 Winthrop Street, 

Boston, MA. 02119 

 

RE: Letter of Appeal regarding the decision to disfellowship on the grounds of apostasy. 

 

Judicial Committee:  

Chairman: Les Fashank 

Elder:  Anthony Aguirre 

Elder:  Peter Husbands 

 

Dear Brothers, 

 

I am writing this letter requesting an appeal of your decision to disfellowship me on the grounds 

of apostasy.  I believe a serious error in judgment and serious errors in procedure occurred 

during the Judicial Hearing requiring an appeal.  

 

As a former Elder, I am aware of the requirements for Elders when conducting Judicial Hearings.  

Specifically: 

                 

1.    “They should be quick to listen but slow to indicate a preference or a leaning one way or the 

other.” (The “Flock Book” page 89, paragraph 1.) I was repeatedly told that you brothers were 

not there to listen to me. 

 

2.    “The chairman should invite the accused to make a personal statement.” (The “Flock Book” 

page 89, paragraph 2.) I was never given an opportunity to state my defense. Again, when I 

attempted, I was repeatedly told that you were not there to listen to me. 

 

3.    “The accused should be given an opportunity to respond to the testimony. If he wishes to 

present witnesses to establish his innocence, the judicial committee should allow them to give 

their testimony.” (The “Flock Book” page 90, paragraph 2.) My witnesses were the Bible and the 

Society’s publications, but I was not allowed to use either.  Whenever I attempted to point to a 

scripture or a Watchtower publication, I was abruptly denied that opportunity.  In fact, when the 

only scripture referred to was read, I asked if we could read the context, and Brother Husbands 

specifically refused to allow it.  

 

4.    “The committee should first seek to establish the facts and ascertain the attitude of the 

accused.” (The “Flock Book” page 90, paragraph 5.)  Again, no effort was made to establish any 

facts concerning the charge of apostasy against me. 

 

5.    Apostasy is defined as “a standing away from true worship, a falling away, defection, 

rebellion, abandonment.” During the Judicial Hearing, I was told that it was apostasy to believe 

what Jesus said at John 6:53-56 where it is written:  

 



    “So Jesus said to them: “Most truly I say to you, unless you eat the flesh of the Son of man 

and drink his blood, you have no life in yourselves. 54 Whoever feeds on my flesh and drinks my 

blood has everlasting life, and I will resurrect him on the last day; 55 for my flesh is true food 

and my blood is true drink. 56 Whoever feeds on my flesh and drinks my blood remains in union 

with me, and I in union with him.”  

 

    I do not understand how believing what Jesus said constitutes apostasy, and you brothers did 

not explain to me how believing that scripture is wrong.  

 

6.    The only scripture you brothers showed me was 2 John 9-10 which reads:  

 

    "Everyone who pushes ahead and does not remain in the teaching of the Christ does not have 

God. The one who does remain in this teaching is the one who has both the Father and the Son. 

10 If anyone comes to you and does not bring this teaching, do not receive him into your homes 

or say a greeting to him. 11 For the one who says a greeting to him is a sharer in his wicked 

works."  

 

    This scripture shows that an apostate is one who pushes ahead of the teachings of Jesus Christ.  

I did not, and am not, doing that. I wholeheartedly believe Jesus’ teachings, including his words 

at John 6:53-56.  Therefore, any charge that I have apostatized against true worship is a false 

charge.  

 

7.    You brothers did not allow me to use the Bible or Watchtower publications that would have 

allowed me to follow the counsel at 1 Peter 3:15 which says: 

 

    “But sanctify the Christ as Lord in your hearts, always ready to make a defense before 

everyone who demands of you a reason for the hope you have, but doing so with a mild temper 

and deep respect.” 

 

8.    You did not allow me to show you that Watchtower publications make it clear that: 

 

    a.    “We should not be following men.” (w10 9/15 p. 21); 

 

    b.    “We will delight to incite our brothers and be incited by them to love and fine works and 

to be strengthened for the vital work of publicly declaring our hope, whether it is earthly or 

heavenly.” (w98 2/1 pp. 21-22); 

     

    c.    “The necessity for Christians to hold on to the "one hope" (Eph 4:4) is constantly stressed 

in the Bible. It requires continued industriousness and the exercise of freeness of speech and 

"boasting" over the hope itself.” (Insight on the Scriptures, Volume 1, p. 1139) 

     

Brothers, there are many references in Watchtower publications that show that what I did, and 

am doing, to ‘make public declaration of my hope’ is a requirement!  Thus, I do not understand 

how following the counsel in the Bible and Watchtower publications can be grounds for 

apostasy.  If your grounds are based on your oral understandings, rather than what has been 

written, then you personally are going against the Bible and the Governing Body and “have made 



the word of God invalid because of your traditions.” (Matthew 15:6) Therefore, an Appeal 

Hearing is certainly warranted. 

 

I understand that it is possible that you brothers are not familiar with the scriptures or articles 

dealing with the heavenly hope since none of you claim to be brothers to Christ Jesus, nor have 

you received the witness of the spirit. Therefore, it is my request that the brothers who will 

preside over my Appeal Hearing be other mature anointed brothers who have insight into these 

matters and can give me a fair hearing regarding how I should conduct myself in connection with 

my hope. 

 

I further request, pursuant to the “Flock Book” page 84, paragraph 12, that my wife be allowed 

to be present at the hearing since her life will be immediately and profoundly affected by your 

decision. She needs to hear the reasons why her spiritual head is being severed. 

 

 

And finally, since you brothers acted as the sole witnesses against me, I request that you be 

present to not only hear, but to testify to the matters which you determined supported your 

charge of apostasy against me. 

     

Thank you, 

 

 

 

 

 

 


