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QUESTIONS AND RESPONSES

On August 29, 2014, we received the following comment and inquiry: 

“Dear Brothers: I have noted significant changes in the contents of the Watchtower
magazine in recent years. Whilst I still read them in detail and check the scriptural references, yet
I no longer find that all the articles therein have the appeal which they used too. I have also noted
that the statement of purpose/principle on the inside front cover ("It adheres to the Bible as its
authority") was last included in the December 2012 edition. For me, it is so, so very
disappointing that the authors of the magazine have saw fit to remove this statement. Yet the
statement is still included in the edition of the Watchtower intended for members of the public.
I'd be so grateful for any insight you may have into this (I assume willful) omission. With
gratitude in advance for your kind attention on this matter of importance to me, may I remain,
Yours fraternally.”

To the author, thank you for your email. We did not notice that change before you
brought it to our attention. In checking the issues for 2010, 2011 and 2012, the statement you
refer to states:

“THE PURPOSE OF THIS MAGAZINE, The Watchtower, is to
honor Jehovah God, the Supreme Ruler of the universe. Just as
watchtowers in ancient times enabled a person to observe
developments from afar, so this magazine shows us the
significance of world events in the light of Bible prophecies. It
comforts people with the good news that God’s Kingdom, which is
a real government in heaven, will soon bring an end to all
wickedness and transform the earth into a paradise. It promotes
faith in Jesus Christ, who died so that we might gain everlasting
life and who is now ruling as King of God’s Kingdom. This
magazine has been published by Jehovah’s Witnesses continuously
since 1879 and is nonpolitical. It adheres to the Bible as its
authority.”

And we now notice beginning in the January 2013 edition, that paragraph does not
appear. Like you, we feel it is a significant deletion. The only reasonable conclusion one could
come to is that the Governing Body no longer wants to represent to its members, Jehovah’s
Witnesses, that the Study Edition of The Watchtower  “honors Jehovah God”, “promotes faith in
Jesus Christ” or “adheres to the Bible as its authority.” Other than that, we have no idea why it
was deleted. 

Thank you again for bringing this to our attention. 

“Elaia Luchnia”
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