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QUESTIONS AND RESPONSES

On September 22, 2015, we received the following inquiry: 

“I like your explanation, about "this generation" but what I do not understand is what
makes you so sure that was the only Great Tribulation to come. The reason why I ask this is
because long after Jerusalem was destroyed, the angel gave a revelation to Apostle John. Then he
told me, "Do not seal up the words of the prophecy of this scroll, because the Time is Near." That
would mean anything written were future tense. And in chapter 7, he was told "These are they
who have come out of the great tribulation; they have washed their robes and made them white in
the blood of the Lamb." If the great tribulation was only meant for the Jews then that would mean
the great crowd does not include any of those living now because there is no Great Tribulation
for them. Yes I understand you do shy away from prophecies, but this is not so complicated to
that point. Then what John had seen in his vision were not 'things yet to come' only that
happened. That’s according to my understanding of your view of the great tribulation. Thank you
brothers, I hope you' ll find time to clear my cobwebs, or review it.” 

To the author, thank you for your email. You raise a good question that we are happy to
answer. 

What makes us so sure is Jesus’ own words:

“[F]or then there will be great tribulation such as has not occurred
since the world’s beginning until now, no, nor will occur again.”
– Matthew 24:21

This is an unambiguous statement that there will never be a tribulation greater than the
one suffered by Jerusalem in 70 C.E., from the world’s beginning on into the far distant future.
Whereas the verses in the book of Revelation are not so definitive. They state: 

“In response one of the elders said to me: “These who are dressed
in the white robes, who are they and where did they come from?”
So right away I said to him: “My lord, you are the one who
knows.” And he said to me: “These are the ones who come out of
the great tribulation, and they have washed their robes and made
them white in the blood of the Lamb.” – Revelation 7:13-14

The ‘great tribulation’ referred to here is not clearly defined. It could refer to a number of
things. For example, you suggest that this could not refer to the great tribulation of Jerusalem
because it was written about 20 years after the destruction. However, the Bible tells us that those
who die, sleep in death and are not awakened until the resurrection. Since the resurrection is in
the future, this certainly could refer to the survivors of the Jerusalem tribulation. But that is only
one possible understanding. There are other ‘great tribulations.’

Remember, Jesus did not say there would not be any ‘great tribulation’ after the
destruction of Jerusalem. He only said there would not be a greater tribulation in the future.
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Consider this: Compared to life in heaven, life on earth is a great tribulation. See Acts 7:11, Acts
11:19, John 15:21, John 16:33, 1 Corinthians 7:28, Revelation 2:22, and so many other
scriptures that refer to life circumstances on earth as tribulation, even great tribulation. Check
your scripture index or a good concordance. So when we are resurrected, it can truly be said that
we have come out of ‘the great tribulation’ of mortal life and into the glorious heavenly career.
We lean more to this understanding, but there could be other valid interpretations, so we are not
dogmatic about these possible meanings.

Having said that, what we want to emphasize is that when there is a dispute between what
Jesus plainly and openly stated on the one hand and prophesies or symbolism on the other hand,
we ALWAYS side with Jesus’ plain words. There is no need to discount or minimize or explain
away Jesus actual words because one is not sure what a prophesy means. Jesus said there would
never be a greater tribulation, and we believe him, while, at the same time, we remain open and
flexible as to the meaning of the Revelation. 

“Elaia Luchnia”

 


