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QUESTIONS AND RESPONSES

On February 26, 2012, we received the following inquiry: 

“Something I cannot find the answer.  2 Timothy 4:8.  1 Peter 5:4. 
Manifestation, it will happen during the final sealing?  What do you think
about it?  Paul had [been] finally sealed by Jesus?”  The scriptures read:

“From this time on there is reserved for me a crown of
righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge, will give me as
a reward in that day, yet not only to me, but also to all those who
have loved his manifestation.” – 2 Timothy 4:8

“And when the chief shepherd has been made manifest, you shall
receive the unfadable crown of glory.” – 1 Peter 5:4

To the author, we thank you for your inquiry.  You are diligently searching the scriptures
for understanding and that is highly commendable.  We encourage you to continue, all the while
praying for understanding so that your spirit will recognize truth.  With that in mind, here is our
response: 

“Manifest” and/or  “manifestation” is used as common speech in the scriptures and, as
such, it has various meanings depending upon the context.  

In 2 Timothy 4:8, the context refers to the time Jesus walked the earth – when he
appeared before men and revealed himself as the Son of Man and the Son of God – but only as
vicegerent of the Kingdom.  In 1 Peter 5:4, it refers to a future time when the glorified Jesus will
reveal himself, not as vicegerent, but as one who has been fully inaugurated as a result of the life
he led on earth.  

Notice how Paul explains this:

“Keep this mental attitude in you that was also in Christ Jesus,
who, although he was existing in God’s form, gave no
consideration to a seizure, namely, that he should be equal to God.  
No, but he emptied himself and took a slave’s form and came to be
in the likeness of men.  More than that, when he found himself in
fashion as a man, he humbled himself and became obedient as far
as death, yes, death on a torture stake.   For this very reason also
God exalted him to a superior position and kindly gave him the
name that is above every [other] name, so that in the name of Jesus
every knee should bend of those in heaven and those on earth and
those under the ground, and every tongue should openly
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acknowledge that Jesus Christ is Lord to the glory of God the
Father.” – Philippians 2:5-11

Prior to his bestowal mission on earth, the Son of God was “appointed” as king of the
kingdom – “existing in God’s form.”  And although having legal authority to act fully in that
capacity, he chose to wait until he had “earned” his right – “a superior position” – after he
completed the bestowal assignment.  Shortly before his death, he prayed:

“I have glorified you on the earth having finished the work you
have given me to do.  So now you, Father, glorify me alongside
yourself with the glory that I had alongside you before the world
was.” – John 17:4-5

As of the time of Peter’s writing in 1 Peter 5:4, Jesus had received that glory, but our
being able to see it for ourselves – the manifestation – it is for a future time.

As to your question of whether Paul had been finally sealed, we do not know.  That is
between Paul, the Christ and the Father.  We believe our focus should be on our own sealing,
making our own calling sure (2 Peter 1:10), and then on our work as ambassadors substituting
for Christ assisting others to be reconciled to God.

We hope we have satisfactorily responded to your inquiry.  

“Elaia Luchnia”
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