
 No matter how much we may differ in our intellectual, social,  

economic, and even moral opportunities and endowments, we 

should never forget that we all enjoy the same divine 

presence of the spirit of the Father, 

and are all equally privileged to seek 

intimate personal communion with Him.  

“For God does not show favoritism” 

– Romans 2:11

“I now realize how true it is that God does not show 

favoritism but accepts from every nation the one who fears

him and does what is right.” – Acts 10:34-35

 The Father has embarked upon the eternal adventure with us.

 If we yield to the leadings of the spirit, we cannot fail to attain the 

high destiny established for us as Sons of the Kingdom. 

 The fact that we are not intellectually conscious of close and intimate 

contact with the spirit of the Father does not in the least disprove such 

an exalted experience.  

 The proof of our relationship with the divine spirit of the Father 

consists wholly in the nature and extent of the fruits of the spirit 

which are yielded in our life experience.  

 As Jesus said:  “But the fruit of the Spirit is love, 

joy, peace, forbearance, kindness, goodness, 

faithfulness, gentleness and self-control. Against 

such things there is no law.” – Galatians 5:22-23

 While we can and do worship the Father as he is 

manifested in the Christ, it is the Father, directly or 

indirectly, who is worshiped and adored.  

 However, supplications, prayers and petitions of all kinds belong to 

the realm of the Son.  

“Very truly I tell you, whoever believes in me will do the works I 

have been doing, and they will do even greater things than these, 

because I am going to the Father. And I will do whatever you 

ask in my name, so that the Father may be glorified in the Son. 

You may ask me for anything in my name, and I will do it.” 

– John 14:12-14

 There is absolutely no self-request or other element of personal 

interest in true worship

 We simply worship God for what we comprehend him to be. 

 Worship asks nothing and expects nothing for the worshiper. 

 We do not worship the Father because of anything we may derive 

from such veneration

 We render such devotion and engage in such worship as a natural and 

spontaneous reaction to the recognition of the Father's matchless 

personality and because of his lovable nature and adorable attributes. 

 He is known throughout the universe by various names dependent 

upon his relationship to his myriads of spirit creatures.  

 To some, he is a Universal Upholder; to others, he is the First 

Source and Center.

 But to man, the lowest of his created personalities, he has chosen to 

reveals himself as a loving Father.  

 Remembering we are dust, he takes extraordinary measures to reach 

us and let us know that we are loved and that the hairs of our head are 

numbered. “And even the very hairs of your head are all 

numbered” - Matthew 10:30

 The Father desires all his sons to be in personal communion with 

him.  And has a place to receive all those seek him: 

“Do not let your hearts be troubled. You believe in God; 

believe also in me. My Father’s house has many rooms; if 

that were not so, would I have told you that I am going there 

to prepare a place for you?” 

– John 14:1-2

 God is approachable.

 The Father is attainable.

 The way is open.

 The forces of divine love and the 

ways and means of divine 

administration are all interlocked 

in an effort to facilitate the advancement of every worthy individual.

 Do not doubt that some day, we shall stand in the divine presence 

and see the Father, figuratively speaking, face to face.

 Many of us have hidden ourselves away from Him by our own 

willful decisions and, for the time being, have separated ourselves 

from the communion of His spirit and the spirit of His Son by the 

choosing of perverse ways, our intolerant minds and our unspiritual 

natures.

 Our final doom is not sealed until we have lost the power to choose 

the Father's will.  But know that there is never a closure of the 

Father's heart to the needs and the petitions of his 

children; only do we chose to close our hearts forever to

the Father's drawing power, and thereby finally and 

forever lose the desire to do his divine will—to know 

him and to be like him. 

 The limited mind of man contemplates that God must be a long way 

away.  

 When we search for  God, we look to the heavens as if he is to found 

far beyond the stars.  

 But in reality, man does not have to go farther than his own inner 

contemplation to find God and attempt communion with him, for 

“though he is not far from any one of us.” - Acts 17:27

 He has provided to each normal human mind what we might call a 

personal fragment of Himself. 

“Don’t you know that you yourselves are God’s temple and that 

God’s Spirit dwells in your midst?” – 1 Corinthians 3:16

“Do you not know that your bodies are temples of the Holy Spirit, 

who is in you, whom you have received from God?”

– 1 Corinthians 6:19

 While he has designated his Son as the means through which we may 

approach the Father, the Father has reserved to himself the 

prerogative of maintaining direct and parental contact with each of his 

children by means of this spirit fragment.  

The spirit world and spiritual realities are far more 

glorious and magnanimous than many of us realize

- GODS’S  RELATION  TO  THE  INDIVIDUALDivine  Relationships

 The magnitude of the spiritual difference between the highest 

personality of the universe and the lower groups of created beings, 

such as man, is inconceivable. 

 Were it possible for man to be transported instantly into the presence 

of the Father himself, we would not know we were there.  We would 

be just as oblivious of the presence of the Father as where we now are 

 There is a long, long road ahead of mortal man before we attain the 

presence of the Universal Father.  

 Spiritually, we must be translated many times before we can achieve 

the spiritual vision necessary to be aware of his presence.  

 The Apostle Paul alluded to these multiple translations when he told 

us:  “And we all, who with unveiled faces contemplate the Lord’s 

glory, are being transformed into his image with ever-increasing 

glory, which comes from the Lord, who is the Spirit.” 

– 2 Corinthians 3:18

 We must change from a material body to an incorruptible one – one 

that does not deteriorate – much as Jesus did after his resurrection. 

 There is a vast gulf between the material world and the spiritual world  

 After our resurrection, we will exist in that in-between world where 

Jesus was as we go through our translations “with  ever-increasing 

glory” until we attain full spirituality

The inability of the mortal creature to approach the infinite 

Father is inherent, not in the Father's aloofness, but in 

the material limitations of created beings

 Our Father has put in place an arrangement of divine wisdom 

through which he reveals Himself to us.  

 Just as we yearn for his presence, the majesty of His love causes 

him to yearn for the association of every created being who can 

comprehend, love, or approach him.  

 It is the limitations inherent in our material nature that prevents 

our immediate transportation to the glorious presence of the Father 

at the center of all things.

 If we are wholeheartedly 

spiritually motivated, 

unreservedly consecrated to the

doing of the Father's will, we 

cannot fail to experience the 

sublime consciousness of knowing 

God and the assurance of surviving so that we can find Him. 

The closer we come to imitating the 

Father, the closer we come to his actual 

presence. “Be perfect, therefore, as 

your heavenly Father is perfect.”

– Matthew 5:48

Worship

is for its own sake

Prayer

embodies a self- or 

creature-interest element

THE GREAT DIFFERENCE BETWEEN 
WORSHIP AND PRAYER 

The moment the element of self-interest intrudes upon worship, 

that instant devotion translates from worship to prayer and more 

appropriately should be directed to the person of the Christ. 

1. We worship the Father

2. Pray to the Son

3. Work out the details of our material affairs in connection with our 

brothers through the operation of the spirit. 
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