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QUESTIONS AND RESPONSES

On March 3, 2015, we received the following inquiry regarding the article Who
Should Partake of the Memorial Emblems? 

“Though I appreciate your reasoning about the participation at the memorial and basically
I agree with your arguments, but it is very demanding by the repeated use of the wording 'you
must' and that leads me to the question: 'Is it the take-in of the emblems which saves us - or is it
our faith in Jesus?' Don't get me wrong - I agree that it belongs to our faith in Jesus or is a part of
it. My simple question is: Is it possible that someone will not be in God's kingdom because his
only fault is, not taking from the emblems?  The emblems are symbols, aren't they? They should
not be more important than that what they symbolize, isn't it?

[At the same time, I understand that] it obviously is written to have an awakening effect
or impact on those who simply base their decision for not-partaking on the erroneous earthly
hope they have been taught and it can show very well the inconsistencies that exist between their
teachings and actions. Your brother.” 

To the author, thank you for your email and for giving us an opportunity to clarify why
we used such imperative language.

We included the phrase “you must” in the context of what one should do who is present
at a Memorial Supper. The article Who Should Partake of the Memorial Emblems is directed
primarily to Jehovah’s Witnesses who annually reject the emblems and refuse to partake, whether
it is due to intentional deafness, self-imposed blindness, or fear of men. 

Some of them may see the need to participate in the Supper, but think they can avoid
taking a public stand with Christ Jesus by telling themselves that actual partaking is not a
salvation issue.  But refusing to partake of the emblems when they are presented to you is an
act of disowning Christ and a direct contravention of Jesus’ emphatic command to “take, eat.”
(Matthew 26:26)  We wrote about the depth of such disrespect in the article A Memorial Of
Offense.  So under those circumstances, yes, it would be a salvation issue as reflected in Jesus
words:

“Everyone, then, who acknowledges me before men, I will also
acknowledge him before my Father who is in the heavens. But
whoever disowns me before men, I will also disown him before my
Father who is in the heavens.” – Matthew 10:32-33

Also, keep in mind that Jesus used other imperatives to his followers such as:

“Most truly I say to you, unless anyone is born again, he cannot see
the Kingdom of God.” – John 3:3

“And whoever does not accept his torture stake and follow after me
is not worthy of me.” – Matthew 10:38
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As you stated, it is exercising faith in Jesus that saves us. (John 3:16; John 5:24; John
6:40, 47; John 17:13) But being born again and accepting one’s torture stake and following
Christ are all a part of the way we exercise such faith, as is partaking of the Memorial emblems. 
These are not suggestions or matters of conscience. They are directives.  So when faced with an
opportunity to demonstrate our faith, failure to do so would be problematic.  We want to be
careful that we do not use semantics to create loopholes to excuse us from in following Christ in
the way he commanded. As James wrote:

“Therefore, if someone knows how to do what is right and yet does
not do it, it is a sin for him.” – John 4:17

So for those who are present at a Memorial Supper, failure to partake and confess union
with Christ Jesus, which is such an easy thing to do, would be counted as a sin.  And so in our
article, we used the imperative “you must.” 

 “Elaia Luchnia”
 


