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QUESTIONS AND RESPONSES

On February 26, 2014, we received the following comment and inquiry translated
from a French speaking visitor: 

“What I wanted to say, When Jesus comes, he will gather the nations into two groups,
good and bad. Evil will be destroyed and the good will be resurrected as sons of God who will go
to heaven. There will be no one on earth.  By the end of the 1000 years (Rev. 19:7) Satan will
make war with the nations on earth. Question, just where these did these nations come from since
the second resurrection has not started. These 1000 years during which they are to restore the
land after (2 Peter 3:10-12) + (2 Peter 3: 13) + (Revelation 21:1).  Who put these people to be on
the earth for 1000 years?”

To the author, thank you for your email.  We understand your dilemma based on the
current understanding of these prophetic words. As you may know, we hesitate in answering
questions having to do with the fulfillment of Bible prophecy because those types of answers are
all speculation.  

The problem man has in coming up with accurate interpretations is that there is so much
about our universe that is not revealed.  For example, the Governing Body claims that the 24
elders (Revelation 19:4) and the 144,000 (Revelation 14:1) are the same group viewed from
different perspectives. (The Watchtower, January 1, 2007, page 26, paragraph 10.) How can they
come up with such a ridiculous interpretation? The answer is: because they do not know all the
various groups of personalities that exist in heaven. They believe there is Jehovah, Jesus, Gabriel,
some angels and, in the future, some resurrected humans.  So they have to interpret all the
prophetic characters according to their limited knowledge. They have not opened their minds
enough to encompass the reality that they do not know everything or that mankind in general is
not fully conversant in universe affairs.  For all we know, the heavens could be teaming with
innumerable types of beings with unimagined responsibilities, who, for the first time, are
revealed to man symbolically in the book of Revelation. Thus, humility would, and should, cause
every human to exercise extreme caution when it comes to Biblical prophecy.

Having said that, we can tell you that we suspect the separating of sheep and goats
(Matthew 25:31-46), or wheat and weeds (Matthew 13:24-30), occurs after a dispensational
resurrection.  To us, it seems like Jesus is referring to what he will do as a part of the resurrection
and judgment of ‘the righteous and the unrighteous’ as spoken of in these scriptures:

“Do not be amazed at this, for the hour is coming in which all
those in the memorial tombs will hear his voice and come out,
those who did good things to a resurrection of life, and those who
practiced vile things to a resurrection of judgment.”– John 5:28-29 

“And I have hope toward God, which hope these men also look
forward to, that there is going to be a resurrection of both the
righteous and the unrighteous.” – Acts 24:15

When we think about it, it seems premature to judge someone as a sheep or a goat, or a
wheat or a weed, until they have fully exhausted their time on earth.  Think of the ‘evil doer’ who
hung alongside Jesus. 
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“Then one of the criminals hanging there began to speak abusively
to him, saying: ‘You are the Christ, are you not? Save yourself and
us too!’ In response the other rebuked him, saying: ‘Do you not
fear God at all, now that you have received the same judgment?
And we rightly so, for we are getting back what we deserve for the
things we did; but this man did nothing wrong.’ Then he said:
‘Jesus, remember me when you get into your Kingdom.’ And he
said to him: ‘Truly I tell you today, you will be with me in
Paradise.’” – Luke 23:39-43 

Had he been called to judgment before his death, we wonder if he would have been so
thoroughly saved. No matter how stubborn or resistant people are at the moment, they can do a
complete turnaround in the next moment. That is one of the reasons why murder is so detestable. 
No one has the right to arbitrarily take away another’s time and opportunity to find God and
become reconciled to Him before their physical bodies wear out.  

At the end of a dispensation, a resurrection can occur that does not disturb those who are
still living on earth. We wonder if the vast majority of those on earth would even be aware of
such an event, since the promised resurrection is a resurrection to heavenly life. (See The
Promised Resurrection.) The only Biblical reference we have as to dispensational resurrections
is what apparently occurred after Jesus’ death, as we discussed in Question and Response
7/28/13b.  In this instance, most of the population was not even aware of the true meaning of
what was occurring.

So you see, brother, there is great need for caution and an even greater need for patience. 
Allow matters to work themselves out according to the Father’s plan, and focus on those things
you can clearly understand and have a measure of control over – yourself and your ministry. 
Have absolute confidence in the goodness and fairness of the Father. 

“But just as it is written: “Eye has not seen and ear has not heard,
nor have there been conceived in the heart of man the things that
God has prepared for those who love him.” – 1 Corinthians 2:9

And know that whatever the future holds, your hope is secure. 

“For I am convinced that neither death nor life nor angels nor
governments nor things now here nor things to come nor powers
nor height nor depth nor any other creation will be able to separate
us from God’s love that is in Christ Jesus our Lord.” – Romans
8:38-39

We also want to add that what we have written above is not doctrine.  It is one way that
we view these matters, but we remain ever open to the possibility that we are mistaken and that
the parables of the sheep and goat, and the wheat and weeds, have entirely different meanings. 

“Elaia Luchnia”
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