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QUESTIONS AND RESPONSES

On February 29, 2012, we received the following comment:

“Can you explain this.  In 1 Corinthians 15:52 Paul writes, In a moment, in the twinkling
of an eye, at the last trump: for the trumpet Shall Sound, and the dead Shall be raised
incorruptible, and we Shall be changed.  But in Matthew 24:30,31 it is written, And then Shall
Appear the sign of the Son of man in heaven: And Then Shall all the tribes of the earth Mourne,
and They Shall see the Son of man coming in the clouds of heaven with power and great glory.
And he Shall send His angels with a great sound of a trumpet, and They Shall gather together His
elect from the four winds, from one end of heaven to the other.  Is this the last trumpet?

To the author, we thank you for your inquiry; however, we have difficulty providing an
appropriate response.  The problem is that many of us have a limited perspective of the
expansiveness of the Kingdom of the Heavens.  We tend to apply every scripture in the context
of its relation to the earthly realm and activities occurring thereon, when, in fact, many of the
scriptures pertaining to prophesy and future events occurred, occur and/or will occur in the
context of the heavens and heavenly activities.  The two scriptures you refer to are two such
scriptures. 

Rather than providing a direct response, we think it best to pose some questions for you
to ponder.  

What transformative powers do you suppose occur in connection with mortal death?  Are
you of the opinion that all errors and deficiencies of personality are instantaneously corrected
with the death of a person such that upon their resurrection, they are perfect and incorruptible? 
The Bible does tell us that at death, sins are paid for.  But does that mean we are perfected simply
by dying?  Or could it be that there are other and further lessons and experiences we must go
through before we attain to incorruption?  Is it possible that these scriptures are discussing
ultimate outcomes, not immediate outcomes?  Remember, the Apostle Paul spoke of “the third
heaven.”  (2 Corinthians 12:2)  Is it possible that we must ascend through three or more heavens
before we attain to incorruption? 

Also, please notice that the ‘elect’ or ‘chosen ones’ are gathered, not from one end of the
earth to the other, but ‘from one extremity of the heavens to their other extremity.’  This
scripture is referring to events occurring in a heavenly context.   

As for the last trumpet, we simply do not know when that will occur.  But we are
confident that whenever it does occur, all those ‘seeking first the kingdom’ will find themselves
on the favorable side of events.  A son of God need not fear or be overanxious over anything
having to do with his Father’s work.
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We find ourselves in a similar quandary as did the apostle Paul who became aware of
heavenly things, but found it difficult to express them.  At 2 Corinthians 12:1-7, Paul stated:

“I have to boast.  It is not beneficial; but I shall pass on to
supernatural visions and revelations of [the] Lord.  I know a man in
union with Christ who, fourteen years ago—whether in the body I
do not know, or out of the body I do not know; God knows—was
caught away as such to the third heaven.  Yes, I know such a
man—whether in the body or apart from the body, I do not know,
God knows— that he was caught away into paradise and heard
unutterable words which it is not lawful for a man to speak.  Over
such a man I will boast, but I will not boast over myself, except as
respects [my] weaknesses.  For if I ever do want to boast, I shall
not be unreasonable, for I shall say the truth.  But I abstain, in order
that no one should put to my credit more than what he sees I am or
he hears from me,  just because of the excess of the revelations.” –
2 Corinthians 12:1-7

We are not claiming to have had ‘supernatural visions.’  But these expressions of Paul
certainly expand our personal spiritual context and our expectation of what the Father has in store
for us in the heavens!  (1 Corinthians 2:9) 

Rather than pursue what may be “unutterable” or what may cause stumbling to those not
prepared for spiritual things (John 3:9-12), we simply urge you to focus on imitating the Christ
to the best of your ability.  You may find encouragement in Letter No. 3 of our series on
“Ambassadors Substituting for Christ.”  

We also urge you to continue praying for the spirit of truth to guide you, as Jesus
explained to his apostles:

“I have many things yet to say to you, but you are not able to bear
them at present.  However, when that one arrives, the spirit of
truth, he will guide you into all truth, for he will speak not of his
own impulse, but what things he hears he will speak, and he will
declare to you the things coming.” –  John 16:12-13

We are reminded of a saying: “The fastest way to be a butterfly, is to be the best
caterpillar you can.”  We pass that saying on to you and to all our brothers and sisters in the faith.

“Elaia Luchnia”
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