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QUESTIONS AND RESPONSES

On February 8, 2014, we received the following inquiry:

“Hi brothers, I think your idea of celebrating the Lords evening meal in private homes is
excellent and the right thing to do. Once again thank you for great articles.  However I would like
to have your second opinion regarding specific matters. For me there seems to be a paradox
between how Jesus is including individuals in the Kingdom of the heavens even those considered
unclean and outcasts in ancient Israel (tax collectors, prostitutes, criminals etc.) vs. how Paul is
excluding those Jesus included (read 1 Cor. 6).  In contrast to Paul, Jesus promised the criminal
on the stake a place in heaven without conversion and amazingly enough, Judas Iscariot got his
feet washed by Jesus himself on the very last supper. My questions are:

“How should we deal with the paradox approach between Jesus and Paul and others?
“How should we deal with individuals who want to celebrate the memorial that presently

may find themselves in the category Paul was excluding in 1 Cor. 6?
“Do you think we are celebrating the memorial in an unworthy way if we allow such

individuals to be present and even partake?”

To the author, thank you for your email.  We want to take this opportunity to thank all of
our visitors who are inquiring about celebrating the Memorial.  This is one of the most important
subjects for consideration at this time. Since we are expressly encouraging our brothers to
celebrate the Memorial in private gatherings, we expect there will be many questions.  So we ask
all who have questions not to hesitate to write to us.  It is most likely that others will have the
same question and will be benefitted by your inquiry. 

We truly believe that the questions we receive about the Memorial are all spirit-led, even
the question that formed the basis of the article Fleeing From Hypocrisy.  By that brother’s
courage in openly expressing his sincere feelings, many of our brothers who were on the fence or
not sure whether it is appropriate to flee from religious captivity have been encouraged and
uplifted, and know that they must partake at the Memorial Supper if they are to be in union with
Christ.  So, please brothers, keep the questions coming. 

This brother asked: “How should we deal with the paradox approach between Jesus and
Paul and others?”  We first want to say that whenever there is a conflict between what Jesus said
and what any other person said, no matter how honorable, we always side with Jesus.  We take
this position because when the conflict appears in the Bible, it is often only an ‘apparent
conflict,’ and a deeper examination may reveal that there is, in fact, no true conflict. 

In the example you give, Jesus was indeed in the company of tax collectors, prostitutes,
criminals, etc.  Here is one account: 

“And as he was passing by, he caught sight of Levi the son of
Alphaeus sitting at the tax office, and he said to him: “Be my
follower.” At that he rose up and followed him. Later he was
dining in his house, and many tax collectors and sinners were
dining with Jesus and his disciples, for there were many of them
who were following him. But when the scribes of the Pharisees
saw that he was eating with the sinners and tax collectors, they
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began saying to his disciples: “Does he eat with tax collectors and
sinners?” On hearing this, Jesus said to them: “Those who are
strong do not need a physician, but those who are ill do. I came
to call, not righteous people, but sinners.” – Mark 2:14-17

Jesus’ interaction with those who were disapproved by the scribes and Pharisees was to
encourage and uplift those individuals.  He was letting them know what he was about and letting
his light shine on them, not the other way around. He was not engaging in improper acts with
them, nor were these individuals doing anything improper in Jesus’ presence.  But change must
begin at some point. In order for one to put on ‘the mind of Christ’ (1 Corinthians 2:16), they
will have to know what that entails.

“For, ‘Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.’
How, then, can they call on the one they have not believed in? And
how can they believe in the one of whom they have not heard? And
how can they hear without someone preaching to them? “ –
Romans 10:13-14 - New International Version

Reconciliation to God begins with spiritual association. Of course, that does not mean
that we would engage in, or be spectators of, practices that are not in line with the mind of Christ,
but we surely can spend time speaking about the good news of the kingdom with those who are
just beginning the race for the real life. We are referring to spiritual, not recreational, association.

We believe this is in harmony with Paul’s first letter to the Corinthians congregation. 
Paul wrote: 

“Or do you not know that unrighteous people will not inherit God’s
Kingdom? Do not be misled. Those who are sexually immoral,
idolaters, adulterers, men who submit to homosexual acts, men
who practice homosexuality, thieves, greedy people, drunkards,
revilers, and extortioners will not inherit God’s Kingdom. And yet
that is what some of you were. But you have been washed clean;
you have been sanctified; you have been declared righteous in
the name of the Lord Jesus Christ and with the spirit of our
God.” – 1 Corinthians 6:9-11

And keep in mind that sin is sin.  Notice greed and drunkenness is viewed by Paul with as
much disapproval as adultery and homosexuality.  This is an important point to remember.  If
you are going to avoid association with those viewed as sinners, at least be consistent. 

While it is always wise to be selective in our personal associations, we must remember
that we do not have Jesus’ ability to read hearts and minds.  Some people engage in sinful acts
out of greed or an evil heart.  But others find themselves engaged in sinful acts for other reasons
that are not always understood and that do not arise from a sinful heart.  We believe this is why
Jesus could welcome the evil doer into Paradise, as recorded by Luke:  

“Then one of the criminals hanging there began to speak abusively
to him, saying: ‘You are the Christ, are you not? Save yourself and
us too!’ In response the other rebuked him, saying: ‘Do you not
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fear God at all, now that you have received the same judgment?
And we rightly so, for we are getting back what we deserve for the
things we did; but this man did nothing wrong.’ Then he said:
‘Jesus, remember me when you get into your Kingdom.’ And he
said to him: ‘Truly I tell you today, you will be with me in
Paradise.’” – Luke 23:39-43

In three sentences, Jesus was able to discern that this sinner was not an evil man.  He was
more likely weak or misled in some other way that was reversible.  At the end of his life, this
evildoer demonstrated a heart that the Father could work with.

You asked: “How should we deal with individuals who want to celebrate the memorial
that presently may found themselves in the category Paul were excluding in 1 Cor. 6? An answer
can be found in the Parable of the Wedding Feast. (Matthew 22:2-14) Here, a king prepared a
wedding feast for his son and invited those one might call ‘righteous.’ But each begged off and
did not wish to attend.  In response, the king sent his servants out in the streets to invite all sorts
of people, ‘both wicked and good.’ (Matthew 22:10)  He only had one requirement, that they
come dressed to participate in and honor a wedding feast.  (Matthew 22:11-14)

In a similar way, we are free to invite to our Memorial Suppers all sorts of people,
including some who fall into the categories you are referring to.  But they must come prepared to
participate and have a sharing with the Christ.  Obviously, they should not bring with them their
sinful conduct.  Those matter must be left ‘outside.’  We should, of course, be discreet in who we
invite to our homes or private gatherings. We should make sure those we invite sincerely want to
have a sharing with Christ. In other words, let the reader use discernment! 

There are many, many people in our society who have good hearts, but for some reason or
another find themselves dominated by sin. In our ministry, we discovered that many people who
are entrapped by sin are simply weak and not up for the challenge of life as it is lived on earth
today. They need help and encouragement; not rejection and condemnation.  This change must
begin somewhere.  Perhaps by being in association with true lovers of Christ and hearing the
good news of the heavenly kingdom and testimonies of faith, they will be moved to change their
conduct so that it becomes more Christlike – loving the Father with their whole being and loving
their brother as themselves.  (Matthew 22:27-40)

You asked: “Do you think we are celebrating the memorial in an unworthy way if we
allow such individuals to be present and even partake?” For the reasons set forth above, we do
not believe having sinners in our midst makes us unworthy.  Remember, we are all sinners in
some way and are all working to ‘be perfect as our heavenly Father is perfect.’ (Matthew 5:48)  

Additionally, choosing to allow or disallow someone to partake of the Christ is not within
our jurisdiction.  We must stop judging another’s worthiness to have a relationship with the
Father. (Matthew 7:1-5) Our obligation is to let our lights shine on others so that they, too, can
give glory to God. (Matthew 5:16) We are not middlemen or mediators such that others must
first pass our personal inspections before they can have a sharing with Christ.  Paul wrote:

“This is fine and acceptable in the sight of our Savior, God, whose
will is that all sorts of people should be saved and come to an
accurate knowledge of truth. For there is one God, and one
mediator between God and men, a man, Christ Jesus.” – 1
Timothy 2:3-5
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So we must be content to let Jesus choose to whom he will open the door to the heavens,
and let Jesus decide to whom he will say “get away from me!” (Matthew 7:21-23) If someone
comes mentally and spiritually prepared to share with Christ, who are we to prevent them?  In the
same way that we have been welcomed to share with Christ, we must welcome others.  If
someone is unacceptable, let it be the Father or Christ Jesus who makes that determination. 

For our part, it seems far wiser to err on the side of tolerance, patience and love, all the
while remembering Jesus’ counsel:

“Look! I am sending you out as sheep among wolves; so prove
yourselves cautious as serpents and yet innocent as doves.” –
Matthew 10:15

“Elaia Luchnia”
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