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QUESTIONS AND RESPONSES

On December 23, 2012, we received the following comment:

“Dear Friends. Your response to the individual who leveled the accusation that you are a
modern day Korah, or Korahites, murmuring towards the governing body, was right on! I
personally do not see any jealousy in the words or spirit you show here in this ministry. Besides,
as you so truthfully stated, there are no modern day counterparts to the 'rebellion of Korah', unless
we have a greater Moses in the 'Governing Body'. 1 Cor.4:8.”

To the author, thank you for your email and your words of support. Our response to the
visitor who accused us of being murmurers was not the usual type of response we provide.  But in
this instance, we felt it was necessary to be very direct and unambiguous.  Not only in defense of
ourselves, but also in defense of those of our brothers and sisters who may be similarly charged
with murmuring against the Governing Body or even with the elusive claim of apostasy.

Challenges such as these are meant to serve only one purpose, to intimidate into silence
those who disagree or question presumed authority.  It is used by accusers who have no
competent or viable argument against another, and so they resort to such attacks.  

The children of God give proper respect to all those in authority.  As the apostle Peter
wrote:  

“Honor [men] of all sorts, have love for the whole association of
brothers, be in fear of God, have honor for the king.” – 1 Peter 2:17

But we do not bow down to them as though there were our masters.  

“But you, do not you be called Rabbi, for one is your teacher,
whereas all you are brothers. Moreover, do not call anyone your
father on earth, for one is your Father, the heavenly One. Neither be
called ‘leaders,’ for your Leader is one, the Christ.” – Matthew
23:8-10

One thing the children of God must know is that they are a free people.  Free to think, free
to speak, free to ask questions.  Jesus told us:

“Keep on asking, and it will be given you; keep on seeking, and
you will find; keep on knocking, and it will be opened to you.  For
everyone asking receives, and everyone seeking finds, and to
everyone knocking it will be opened.” – Matthew 7:7-8

If we can ask questions of the Christ, surely we can ask questions of men!  And if men
cannot answer our questions, Jesus did not tell us to ‘wait on Jehovah.’  He told us to keep on
asking, and seeking, and knocking until we get the answers we seek! Brothers, we have a living,
growing, active, progressive faith!  When we stop growing or become stagnant, it dies!  

This is not rebellious talk.  It is uplifting speech designed to restore dignity to our
association.  We are not little children who are to be seen but not heard.  We are children of the
most powerful personality in the universe – the Father of ALL.  There is great honor in that!
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Take the counsel of the apostle Paul:

“Hence straighten up the hands that hang down and the
enfeebled knees, and keep making straight paths for your feet, that
what is lame may not be put out of joint, but rather that it may be
healed.” – Hebrews 12:12-13

Yes, straighten up, brothers and sisters.  Stand up!  Stand tall!  

“But sanctify the Christ as Lord in your hearts, always ready to
make a defense before everyone that demands of you a reason for
the hope in you, but doing so together with a mild temper and
deep respect.” – 1 Peter 3:15

So, do not let the abusive, intimidating or careless speech of physical men and women
stifle you or take away your hope.  Pray incessantly (1 Thessalonians 5:17), take in knowledge of
Jesus Christ and how he served the Father (John 17:3), and imitate his courage and conviction. 
Then you can say as did Paul:

“For I am convinced that neither death nor life nor angels nor
governments nor things now here nor things to come nor powers nor
height nor depth nor any other creation will be able to separate us
from God’s love that is in Christ Jesus our Lord.” Romans 8:38-39

Amen.

“Elaia Luchnia”
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