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QUESTIONS AND RESPONSES

On February 25, 2012, we received the following comment:

“What do you think about the visions, has anointed Christians the
opportunity to get visions today?  Acts 2:17?  The scripture states:

“‘And in the last days,’ God says, ‘I shall pour out some of my
spirit upon every sort of flesh, and your sons and your daughters
will prophesy and your young men will see visions and your old
men will dream dreams.’” – Acts 2:17

To the author of this inquiry, we want to thank you for submitting this question as we feel
this is a subject that may benefit many, especially those who are hesitant about accepting their
sonship.  Many such persons believe that anointing grants a person some special abilities,
perhaps including visions.  We hope by way of our response to assist those brothers as well as
provide a satisfactory answer to your question.  We will start by discussing what anointing is.  

Anointing, also called being ‘baptized in holy spirit’ (Acts 1:4), also called being ‘sealed
with a token of the spirit’ (2 Corinthians 1:22), is simply a realization and an awareness that you
are a unique son of the Father of All – not a slave, not a servant, not a friend, not a subject.  Jesus
came to reveal the Father to mankind.  The spirit of truth came to reveal the son.  (John 16:12-
13)  By accepting this realization, this gift, Jesus lives through us as we manifest the fruits of the
spirit (Galatians 5:22-23), in the same way as the Father lived through Jesus.  In the fullest of
our expression, we can be the exact representation of the Christ!  (John 14:12) Indeed,
ambassadors in his stead.

Though a simple concept, it has been associated with such grandiosity that many humble
and unassuming brothers and sisters have shied away from accepting this freely given gift.  They
may read the account in Act and conclude that unless they have these manifestations of the spirit,
they cannot be “anointed.”  Let us now dispel this notion. 

The mere realization, or revelation, that you are a son of God is a powerful and liberating
idea.  It means that “you are enough,” for a human cannot gain a higher station than a son of God. 
It reminds us of Jesus admonition to his followers:  

 “You are the light of the world.  A city cannot be hid when
situated upon a mountain. People light a lamp to set it, not under a
measuring basket, but upon the lampstand, and it shines upon all
those in the house.  Likewise let your light shine before men, that
they may see your fine works and give glory to your Father who is
in the heavens.”  – Matthew 5:14-16
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By the time of Jesus arrival, mankind had lived “under a measuring basket,” heads hung
low believing themselves to be sinners worthy of death, prostrating and sacrificing until their
lights burned out.  Jesus reminded them of their true worth and that all it takes is to remove the
measuring basket.  And by his life and death, he demonstrated how to remove it, and then
beckoned “follow me.”  

As a free gift, it is not necessary to specifically pray for it.  However, prayer does serve an
unparalleled purpose.  Prayer determines the capacity of receptivity by the individual praying
believer.  Prayer often digs out larger and deeper channels wherein the divine spirit of truth may
flow to the hearts and souls of those who remember to maintain unbroken communion with their
Father.  But there is a danger, though slight.

There exists a vast gulf between the human mind and the divine mind, between man and
God.  The human is so largely electrically and chemically controlled, so highly animal-like in our
common behavior, so emotional in our ordinary reactions, that it is exceedingly difficult for the
spirit to communicate directly with the human mind.  

And, unfortunately, when a spiritually growing human does find it possible to receive a
communication or spiritual revelation, the person is often so blinded by the experience that it
precipitates a convulsion of fanaticism or initiates some other intellectual upheaval which results
disastrously.  The individual may feel he is especially chosen and, as a result, many a new
religion and strange "ism" has arisen from the misunderstood communications of the spirit.  

If, when such an experience occurs, the mature spiritual individual understands that the
message he or she receives is a normal process for a spirit-oriented soul, they can much better
manage the experience.  If it involves visions, likely the vision is for themselves alone and
provides an insight into how to better imitate the Christ.  

Rather than starting a new religion, spiritual insight can be utilized to uplift the existing
house of believers.  There are enough sects of Christianity, but not enough spirit oriented
Christians.  

So then, while such spiritual experiences as referred to in Acts 2:17 may occur, it is not
necessary in order for a person to be spirit-born.  And if we are blessed with such a divine
communication, let us use that insight, not for self-aggrandizement, but to uplift ourselves and
our brothers as sons of God and as ambassadors of Christ.

“Elaia Luchnia”
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