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QUESTIONS AND RESPONSES

On April 9, 2013, we received following comment and inquiries:

“I first want to say that thanks to your articles, I have grown tremendously in the past few
months. I do however have one question that you might have possibly answered in a previous
article that I might have missed or failed to grasp the point. If the nation of Israel (foreshadowing
the Christian congregation) was to be an entire nation of priests and it was by means of them that
the rest of the nations would bless themselves, then who are we priests over if every Christian is
a part of this priesthood? Would not the rest of the nations represent the earthly class needing the
reconciliation through that priesthood? One of your articles stated that the purpose of the priest
was to reconcile man to God. If we are all priests, who are we reconciling? Would it not be the
other nations, the earthly class? As I'm typing this, I think I might understand the answer but I
eagerly await your response. Thank you very much!!

To the author, thank you for your email.  It seems that as you drafted your question, the
answer appeared to you.  That’s the Spirit of Truth at work!  Many times when we articulate our
concerns and meditate on them, we are led to conclusions that harmonize with what we already
know to be true.  And we gain a certain conviction of the truthfulness of our conclusions. They
‘ring true,’ so to speak.  Perhaps this is your experience. Nevertheless, we will answer your
question here.  

First we want to clarify that the ‘Christian congregation’ refers to the entire body of
Christ – the sons of God and brothers of Christ – and not a particular church, denomination or
religious association.  In the scenario, the Christian congregation is foreshadowed by the
priesthood.  All others – the nations – would correspond to those who have not accepted their
sonship with God, and who therefore do have an earthly ‘hope.’  But their earthly ‘hope’ is not a
real hope, it is their ‘reality.’  They live life on earth for as long as their physical bodies allow. 
Then they are no more.  However, when a person of the ‘nations’ is reconciled to God, they, too,
become sons of God and brothers of Christ who have the heavenly hope.

What happens by way of the ministry of reconciliation is that the brotherhood of Christ –
the Kingdom of God on earth – increases, and the ‘nations’ decrease. (John 3:30)  The objective
is to reconcile ALL people to God and bring ALL mankind into the brotherhood of Christ.  

“Next, the end, when he hands over the kingdom to his God and
Father, when he has brought to nothing all government and all
authority and power. For he must rule as king until [God] has put
all enemies under his feet.  As the last enemy, death is to be
brought to nothing. For [God] “subjected all things under his feet.”
But when he says that ‘all things have been subjected,’ it is evident
that it is with the exception of the one who subjected all things to
him. But when all things will have been subjected to him, then
the Son himself will also subject himself to the One who subjected
all things to him, that God may be all things to everyone.” – 1
Corinthians 15:24-28
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So, you see, the ‘earthly hope’ is a dead hope – it leads to eventual death.  And you see,
the goal is for death to be ‘no more.’  That would be a total emptying of the dead hope. Whereas
the hope leading to everlasting life is the heavenly one, as we have published many times in
many articles on our site.  

We hope that answers your question and we wonder if that is the conclusion you were led
to.  Please let us know.

“Elaia Luchnia”
 

Response from Author:

“Yes, thank you! That was exactly the answer that I understood to
be the case! Amazing!”
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