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QUESTIONS AND RESPONSES

On March 29, 2012, we received the following inquiry: 

“What do you think of Luke 21:8, it is incorrect to say that the end is near?

To the author, we thank you for your inquiry.  The scripture you are referring to states:

“He said: “Look out that you are not misled; for many will come
on the basis of my name, saying, ‘I am he,’ and, ‘The due time has
approached.’ Do not go after them.” – Luke 21:8

In response to your question, we want you to understand that the “end” is ALWAYS near
– our physical lives can terminate at any time and without any warning.  For that reason, we are
counseled to serve out of love – love for God, love for Christ and love for truth – not out of fear
of the end of a “system of things.”  

When our service to God is based on a concern about when the end of a system of things
will come, when that time does not arrive as expected, it can crush us and leave us without hope. 
Perhaps you have seen this happen.

As for the scripture you refer to, please note that the persons doing the misleading are the
very ones saying ‘The due time has approached’ and asserting it as though it came from Jesus
himself.  This is the reason we NEVER speculate as to when an “end” will come.  And for those
who find themselves as speculators or victims of such speculation, we caution you, as does the
scripture, to neither mislead nor be misled.  But rather be patient, and a source of encouragement,
not “town criers” frightening people into ‘the Truth.’  

We can save ourselves and our brothers from that folly by focusing our attention on
imitating the faith of Jesus and doing the work he has commissioned us to do.  Remember the
parable of the “faithful slaves” who concerned themselves with increasing the Master’s interests
not being fearful of his return.  (Matthew 25:14-30)  See also our March 5, 2012 Questions and
Responses and our series of articles under “Ambassadors Substituting for Christ.”  

If we do these things, whenever the “end” comes, we may be found “spotless and
unblemished and in peace.” (2 Peter 3:14)

Peace to you.

“Elaia Luchnia”
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