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QUESTIONS AND RESPONSES

On November 20, 2012, we received the following comments and inquiries:

“I am an elder in one of the many JW congregations. We are so glad we found your
website! We are most grateful for strengthening our faith and publishing clear and encouraging
letters regarding our heavenly hope. My wife and I are anointed Christians and as ambassadors
substituting for Christ we are committed to sharing the glorious hope with everyone just as you
do.  

“What moves us to write was the comment you made regarding getting re-baptized [in
your article Comfort for Those Spiritually Grieving]. My wife and I would like to get re-baptized
to make sure that we are dedicated to serve and love the Father and the Son and to preach the real
Goods News as heirs to the Kingdom.

“[Also] I have been asked to perform private baptisms and I would appreciate your
suggestions regarding what to say before and perhaps at the moment of immersion. Should a brief
talk explaining the symbolic meaning of the baptism be given? And then should I say "I baptized
you in the Father of the Son and the holy Spirit" as I immerse the person in the water? I would
appreciate very much any comments you may have regarding my questions and how to perform
this new baptism so that it stands as being clearly different from the baptism we had when we
became witnesses. Thank you. May our Lord and Savior continue to give you the spirit the truth.”

To the author, we are also pleased that you found our site.  And we are more pleased that
you and your wife recognize your sonship with the Father.  

Before we answer your questions, we want to express some important points.  

(1) We chose to get re-baptized for our own benefit.  It was not a necessary act, it was
a personal decision.  We did not want to disassociate from the organization or
establish our own secret society; we just wanted to have a personal dedication
experience with the Father, the Christ and the Holy Spirit before we partook of the
emblems for the first time;

(2) We assume you are considering re-baptisms, not original or first baptisms.  As you
may well know, the Watchtower Bible & Tract Society will not recognize, as
‘active publishers’ in the congregation, any who are not baptized according to their
arrangement; and 

(3) We do not want to become a new ‘governing body’ in the lives of the sons of the
Kingdom.  We do not wish to make rules of behavior or establish rituals.  Each
individual must make decisions regarding their worship after their own private
communion with the Father.  

We write articles that are designed to stir the spirit within each of us so that we can have
our perceptive powers trained through use.  (Hebrews 5:14) That means that each of us will have
to take responsibility for our own worship and it also means that there will be times that we do not
make the best decisions. Yet that is the only way we can ‘train’ our perceptive powers.  

Having said this, we will respond to your questions.
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First, we direct you to Question and Response dated July 28, 2012, and Question and
Response dated July 29, 2012 for a general discussion of the meaning of water baptism.  Water
baptism is a symbol of a dedication already made to God to accept the baptism into Christ death –
the life of service to mankind.  Water baptism is a way of making that decision known to others.  

We wonder if you and your wife have already partaken.  If so, you have already made a
public declaration of your hope.  There are no doubt dozens, perhaps even hundreds, of brothers
and sisters who know that you recognize your sonship with the Father and are undergoing the
baptism into Christ.  Under those circumstances, we wonder what re-baptism would do for you.  

If you and your wife have not yet partaken, and you wish to get re-baptized for your own
conscience sake, we offer some thoughts for your consideration that could apply to any others
who have asked you to re-baptize them.  

The Father is looking for those to worship Him with spirit and truth.  (John 4:22-24) That
means that He wants us to be motivated by our indwelling spirit and a desire to be true to what we
know is right.  There are no rules that dictate spiritual and true worship.  The desire for a clean
conscience before God is sufficient incentive to moral and upright behavior.  

When we were re-baptized, three of us were in a pool at a local hotel.  We each said a
private prayer to the Father and when we were ready, one of the others took us under and brought
us up.  We don’t recall any specific words stated by the baptizer, although one might have said
something like ‘I baptize you in the name of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit.’ It was a true
act of heartfelt worship.  That was what was important to us.

We think the baptizer is a sharer with the person being baptized and therefore what is said,
if anything, is what the person being baptized wants or needs to hear.  Therefore, silence could be
just as effective as a verbal statement.  You might want to read the article What Prevents Me?  It
discusses the baptisms of others, mostly non-Witnesses, who accepted their sonship and wanted to
get baptized into the Jesus brotherhood. Their baptisms were simple, sincere, heartfelt
experiences.  

If you are privileged to share the re-baptism experience with several other people, we
suspect you are in for a joyous occasion.  Our advice is it to let the spirit lead you in this regard.

We are also excited about your 2013 Memorial celebration.  We wonder if all whom you
re-baptize will be together that night supporting one another as they make their public declaration
before their congregations.  You and your wife are blessed, truly blessed.

We know our response is not as specific as you may have desired, but it is what we believe
is the correct response.  Nevertheless, if you have any follow up questions, please do not hesitate
to write us again.  

“Elaia Luchnia”
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