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QUESTIONS AND RESPONSES

On January 23, 2013, we received the following comment and inquiry (some of
which we reworded for clarification): 

“A previous visitor asked as question [on September 28, 2012], ‘What would you say
about the promise made to Daniel, in Daniel 12:13? And as for you yourself, go toward the end;
and you will rest, but you will stand up for your lot at the end of the days? Daniel was personally
assured of his future resurrection. Where to?’ You answered: ‘Daniel was a faithful servant of
God, so we fully expect that he will be resurrected to the heavens.’ WHAT DOES THAT
MEANS ?? MAY I ASK WHAT YOU MEAN THAT HE WILL BE IN HEAVEN. Please
answer my question on your website.  And not to forget, I want to thank you all for the making of
this website.  I'm not one of the anointed, but I enjoy knowing what your current focus is.  But
my younger brother is.  He accepted his calling last year and I just turned 19 this year.  This
website has helped him a lot.  I know you are indeed helping out your brothers so thanks a lot. 
Your sister in the truth.  Thanks again, indeed God is with you.”

Dear Sister, thank you for visiting our site and posing your question.  We are pleased to
know that our site is helping your brother.

We understand why the answer we provided asserting that Daniel would be resurrected in
the heavens is news to many Jehovah’s Witnesses, and possibly even confusing.  But it really is
not that complicated.  The only reason there is confusion is because the leadership in our
organization has convinced the vast majority of us that only 144,000 will be resurrected to
heaven and the remaining billions will be resurrected to earth.  They feel that since Daniel died
before Jesus, he could only have a resurrection to the earth.  We strongly disagree with that
reasoning.  

We find nothing in all of Jesus’ teachings, or in the teachings of any of the Christian
Bible writers that the resurrection of mankind would be on earth.  Many, including our
leadership, have attempted to interpret certain verses in the symbolic book of Revelation and
have concluded that they must refer to an earthly resurrection.  Such interpretations are
shortsighted, presumptuous, and, in direct opposition to what Jesus taught.  It might be helpful if
we provide an indepth discussion of the concept of resurrection.

To that end, today we published an article entitled The Promised Resurrection which
addresses this matter in detail.  You also might want to read the articles What Hope is There for
the Dead?  And  What is God’s Purpose for the Earth? After you have had an opportunity to
read the article, if you still have questions, please feel free to write us again.

One other interesting thing you wrote was that you do not believe you are among the
anointed who will be going to heaven.  We think you are mistaken.  Every person who is a
follower of Christ, will be following him into the heavens.  There is no salvation in any other
way as is evident from Jesus’ conversation about the eternal destinies of mankind.  He explained
that there were only two destinies: 
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“Then the king will say to those on his right, ‘Come, you who
have been blessed by my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for
YOU from the founding of the world. . . . Then he will say, in turn,
to those on his left, ‘Be on your way from me, you who have been
cursed, into the everlasting fire prepared for the Devil and his
angels. . . And these will depart into everlasting cutting-off, but the
righteous ones into everlasting life.” – Matthew 25:34, 41, 46

Either one will inherit the kingdom, or be destroyed.  There is no middle ground – no
other destiny.  Also, ask yourself these questions: Do I belong to the Christ? When I pray, do I
refer to God as my Father?  When I pray for direction, am I led by spirit?  If you answer yes to
these questions, you are a child of God with the heavenly hope.  Notice these scriptures:

“But he who guarantees that you and we belong to Christ and he
who has anointed us is God.  He has also put his seal upon us and
has given us the token of what is to come, that is, the spirit, in our
hearts.” – 2 Corinthians 1:21-22

“For all who are led by God’s spirit, these are God’s sons. For
you did not receive a spirit of slavery causing fear again, but you
received a spirit of adoption as sons, by which spirit we cry out:
“Abba, Father!” The spirit itself bears witness with our spirit that
we are God’s children. If, then, we are children, we are also heirs:
heirs indeed of God, but joint heirs with Christ, provided we
suffer together that we may also be glorified together.” – Romans
8:14-17

We challenge you to find one teaching in the Bible that tells followers of Jesus to pursue
everlasting life on earth, or that speaks favorably of anyone who fails to pursue the heavenly
hope.  We have not been able to find any such teachings.  Although it is generally accepted in our
organization that the majority of us have an ‘earthly hope,’ that teaching is not found anywhere in
the Christian writings.  

Take a look at the numerous articles on this site that show the true hope for all Christians,
including Who Are Led by Spirit, Moving Forward in Faith, Holding Fast to the Sacred
Secret, and Foreordained from the Founding of the World.  Again, if you continue to have
questions after you have read these articles, please feel free to write us again.

We know this information is not in harmony with what the Governing Body currently
teaches.  It is our hope and prayer that soon they, too, will see the true light of the good news of
the kingdom and correct their course as has often been required of those who seek to please the
Father.

And we wish you and your brother the very best.

“Elaia Luchnia”
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